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An Explanation and Commentary on
the Song of Enlightenment by Great Master Yong Jia
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English Translation by Michael Lu
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Who was Great Master Yong Jia? According to 7he Sixth Patriarchs Platform Sutra
and Records of Eminent Monks, Great Master Yong Jia was born in Yongjia County,
Wenzhou Province in 665 CE (the second year of the Linde reign of Emperor Gao of
the Tang Dynasty). He left the home-life as a child and received the Dharma name
Xuanjue. After leaving home, he focused on the sutras and shastras and was especially
learned in the Contemplation of Stillness of the Tian Tai School. Therefore, he was a
great master known to be “well-versed in both teaching and contemplation.” Because
he was diligent and vigorous in [applying effort toward] his cultivation, on his own,
he became enlightened to the Perfect Teaching and the Contemplation of Stillness,
and obtained certification from the Vimalakirti Sutra. However, in order to allow
future Buddhist disciples and practitioners to have faith in his enlightenment, he
visited the Sixth Patriarch and he received certification from the Sixth Patriarch as
well. This incident later became the famous “Awakened in One Night” story [in the
Chan School.] Afterwards, he propagated the Dharma and taught living beings in
the Yongjia region, and thus he was revered as “Great Master Yong Jia.” His works
include Collection of Chan Stories of Yongjia, which was later also known as the

Teachings of Yongjia, and Song of Enlightenment.
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B AE LS AR GEME ST - B[EEAL,  even one Dharma can be established, why did Great Master Yong Jia write the Song of
BLE | Enlightenment? It is because he did not want to only attain benefit from the Dharma

TN A—HIEEEEOEY (G for himself. In addition, the rhyming verses are easy to understand. This allows

W) o (R ot T S D people to become interested in the song through singing and chanting. The song
. a _ expediently leads people to become familiar with the proper Dharma in the hopes
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AHEEHERER) - B T A P E The Venerable Master Hua was always especially fond of the Song of Enlightenment,
ESCERERY A\ A IR I E - 1985 and occasionally, with uplifted spirits soaring to the clouds, he would sing a few lines
F E AR BB B2 <7 L loudly. In 1965, the Song of Enlightenment was lectured in America for the first
DlEhEadig (GBaEE) o AR time by Venerable Master Hua. At that time, he wrote an explanation of the song
KR EEZ B g iEE OEEET in classical Chinese, which he called An Explanation of the Song of Enlightenment by
REFTENGE » %45 (GkEE KEMEEHE T Great Master Yong Jia. To allow those without a background in classical Chinese to
EREY o FRITHY (GkEERENEEIETKEE  understand these principles, the Venerable Master used vernacular Chinese to explain
B XEAT)) > HIE20144FE ESHERR the Song of Enlightenment again at Gold Wheel Temple in Los Angeles in 1985. This
0 GREEY ~ (GFEY &3TA ; %5k was published by the Buddhist Text Translation Society in Chinese as a separate

that they will bring forth the Bodhi mind and cultivate according to the Dharma.
It can be said that the Great Master Master Yong Jia really gave much thought to

composing this song!

K FyaAg sy » SraH| sk HiE volume called Commentary on the Song of Enlightenment by Great Master Yong Jia. g
AR - In the present edition, both works are combined in one volume: An Explanation |3
BESR F AR T @ T ASEE T bl and Commentary on the Song of Enlightenment by Great Master Yong Jia (2014). The ;‘J
% /%]\3\ g iﬂ () ? PN material itself is not changed, though the font is larger and thus easier to read. %
BT LR f:: a ORE SR Ejﬁfﬁ As the Venerable Master has said, “After listening to this, everyone should learn &
;mw - e ; “ :;isf/nﬁua = to sing the Song of Enlightenment so that those who hear it can quickly become %
ER L%EEJ: RV - B8 enlightened.” Therefore, let us all take a peck at the wisdom-light of this mani-pearl |z
i E il
EEAREN (GEEH) T 8 by singing this Song of Enlightenment of non-birth! g

HEEME [E] 7, FARABRAELE, FARN . [BEMESEFL., | RERAH F—ERT, SE—HFKER. 7
EMEEERZATNESE, ROAAFSEEE, EAZCWES; CEEEREREREL, MARENEL. ENRE,
A ST CNRERARARLT, AEANEET, BT RANUAE, FRBEMTA.

w5 [#] 7, EEWMERRREZE, CAXKMAOHERE, CREXRMANHET A, LRERMAOWERL, SHE—
fEkik, TwmARE, X, BT, MEEECHLE, UL ERSNEEAS L, EERERAS K. &, I EFAHHE, X
EREWWE; AHNEREXERNE, BVNERET ERNE, AEXREAMEHEME (FEH) , AT £ANHE, £

— BN B R P E e 1 i (A
—— s E L AR 2 (R AR R AURE)

When speaking about the Dao (Pa#h or Way), Han Yu described it correctly. Han Yu said, “Dao is a path that goes from one place to another.” Walking
from one point to another forms a path. It is a path people walk. Here, we are describing a path that people cultivate. When we cultivate the Dao we want to
cultivate inwardly and not outwardly. As a saying goes, “To be saintly inside and kingly outside”. Once you have intellectual integrity, the wisdom of sages,
you can teach and transform living beings.

The character “Dao” has two short strokes on top representing Yin and Yang. They also represent our two eyes, two ears and our two nostrils. These organs
are part of our body, so we don’t want to apply efforts outwardly; instead, we want to apply our cultivation of self inwardly. The external path is tangible, yet
the internal Way has no form. Birth and death is the apparent external path; the Dao without appearance is the Way to end birth and death. Hence, Great
Master Yong Jia’s Song of Enlightenment directs us to the path of ending birth and death. This is the Dao that everyone should practice within themselves.

— From the Venerable Master Hua’s commentary on An Explanation and Commentary on the Song of Enlightenment by Great Master Yong Jia
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