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Liberating Life
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Excerpted from the Venerable Master Hua’s commentary on Chaprer 10, Masters of the Dharma, The Dharma Flower Sutra
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By liberating living beings, we also nurture
compassion in our hearts. By not killing,
we cultivate compassion. In letting living
creatures go, we also cultivate compassion.
The compassion in our hearts grows
greater every day until it becomes as
great as that of the greatly compassionate
Bodhisattva Observer of the World’s Sounds
(Avalokitesvara).

Bodhisattva Observer of the World’s
Sounds did not kill living beings; he always
liberated them, and so he has a greatly
compassionate heart. We should imitate
the great kindness and compassion of
Bodhisattva Observer of the World’s Sounds
and liberate living beings. The principle is
very logical: if you liberate life, you increase
your compassion.

Liberating living beings is just liberating
ourselves. Why? Because we and all living
beings are basically of one substance. We
should think this way: “If someone put
me in a cage, wouldn’t I be uncomfortable?
Wouldnt T wish that someone would let
me go?” If I were put in jail, I would not
want to stay there. Likewise, I don’t like to
see birds put in cages. This is because living
beings and I are of one substance. Since I
feel this way, I want to liberate living beings.

What is more, you dont know which
living being was related to you in a past life.
One might have been your father, or your

brother, or your sister. You can’t know for



T AR PRI ¢ i R -

N o A ORI R R AR AT FRE R
(3 2 BRI - R 52 » BRI
otk > SERRAT T REERAIIT R —E - 3%
SEAEREI R ARG - AR
FHIRIG  BERE RSB A E - SO
Rt FRLIEERE - EIERCE > 5 AR - R very
stupid things! ({R5EAY | ) B R Estupid » it EEHT
HI—BRE5Y - (1T » IR R — BRI TR » /B pu T
SEF - PP R AR IS R St
e BB R R (R -
RO MR CHER E - Ra R -

FTA SRR SRR O A T8 - B
ESRREETED - RIS - BRI
BHOE L ERRLLE  EEEN - (RECEESE - #
SHGET - (RS S BT - AR 2 - 4
g TRETE T RS SRR -
eSS B L hER T — SRS T
T SRR EEEET T TRRECKECH
4 IR TR ) - IREERAREEIINE Rk o
S CRUEMEA IR TRCEIEA o BER RIS
M4, o HERERIME T e EAT -

PR AR RAREEA R - FARE T
SO EERRIT Y 9 GRS R R
TEMMIE - (EEHEEIIRE CHIRE - SHEEE
BN RSB - SRS AR - B
HAERD,  ALIESA R IR S R B
T e fRES T B o AR TR ¢ i > st
RECEEEH - @

sure. Perhaps they were your children, or your friends. Right
now you haven’t gained the use of the Heavenly Eye or the
Penetration of Past Lives, and so you don’t know what kinds
of causes and effects belong to each animal; and yet, when
you see these creatures, you feel uncomfortable and want
to set them free. Setting them free isn't a stupid thing to do
by any means, as some people might think. It is an aspect
of cultivation. There isnt just one way to cultivate. There
are eighty-four thousand Dharma-doors in cultivation,
and every single door leads to the realization of supreme
enlightenment. Liberating living beings is one of them......
We must be careful not to think of it as “stupid”. If we have
that kind of attitude, we will obstruct our own cultivation.
I just said that we wouldn’t want to be locked in jail. I
will tell you the truth. This is not an analogy. Your own
body is, in fact, a cage! You are stuck in your own body
and you are not yet able to get out of it. Until we have
gained a very high level of spiritual practice and wisdom,
we will remain stuck in the cages that are our bodies. Only
then will we have liberated our own lives. That’s the real
liberation of the living. If we want to liberate our own lives,
we must first liberate the lives of those little creatures. The
one kind of liberating the living helps the other kind.
Liberating living beings is a very important aspect of
Buddhist practice. But if one hasn’t understood this yet, one
might think it a very ordinary affair. If we dont cultivate
the one kind of liberating the living, we won’t be able to
obtain the other kind. This is the principle of continuous
production and infinite changes, and so don’t look upon
liberating the living lightly. Doing only a little bit here will
result in a lot of increase there; to practice the Way, you

yourself have to walk the path. &
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