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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on February 13, 1988
English Translation by Wei Zhang

Benjamin Franklin was born to a poor family in Boston, Massachusetts, in
1706. He only attended school for two years, and after quitting school he
started earning a living helping his father to manufacture candles and sell
soap. He had 16 brothers and sisters, and he was the 15th among them. He
was highly gifted. He did not enjoy math, but loved literature and wrote
a lot of articles. One day he went to visit an elder, and he hit the door
frame because the frame was too low. The elder smiled and said, “To avoid
thumps, you have to keep your head down.” Inspired by this, he set his

motto as: “frugality, industry, sincerity, justice, humility, silence”.

At the age of 17, he went to New York to start a business on his own,
establishing a printing house. He also improved the printing machines and
published magazines. When he flew kites, he accidentally discovered the
fact that lightning had positive and negative polarities, and this discovery
led to his invention of the lightning rod. He also invented bifocal glasses,
developed gas lighting, and so forth. By the time he was 42, he had become
really successful with his business. He later became a great politician of the
US, and was one of the committee members who drafted the Declaration
of Independence. He also attended the signing of the Treaty of Paris and
the Treaty of Alliance. He died in 1790.
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Commentary:

Benjamin Franklin was born in 1706 and passed away in 1790.
He was born in Boston, Massachusetts, USA. His family was very
poor and he only went to school for two years, and after dropping out
from school, he made a living by helping his father produce candles
and sell soap. Among the 17 siblings, he was the 15" child in the
family. If there were one more, it would be like the Eighteen Arhats.
What a pity that it was just one fewer. He was born very smart, and
although did not enjoy maths, he loved literature and wrote a lot.

One day he went to visit an elder, the church minister of the
town. The elder lived in a house with a low ceiling, so the door frame
was correspondingly low and his head hit the door frame. He was not
careful when entering the house, so he hit and hurt his head. He was
a bit embarrassed when this happened. The elder smiled and said, “If
you want to avoid thumps, you must lower your head.” If you do not
want to hurt your head, keep it low and you will be safe and sound in
everything. You need to be modest, polite, and maintain a low profile;
don’t be so arrogant and look down upon others.

Inspired by this, he treated this statement as his principle and set
up his own motto. He wrote a few sentences on his desk. What did he
write? “Be thrifty, and be hard-working. Don’t be lazy. Learn to save
and don’t waste money. Be honest, and do not be fake or lie. Act with
integrity, and don’t be wicked. Be modest, and treat people politely
and kindly. Be silent, and do not speak so much”, and so forth. These
phrases are among his mottos.

At the age of 17, he went to New York on his own. He went
there to start his business by himself. He established a printing
house, improved the printing machines, and published magazines.
He also published newspapers and magazines. When he flew kites,
he accidentally discovered the fact that lightning had positive and
negative polarities. This led to his invention of the lightening rod,
which diffuses the power of lightning into the ground. He also
invented and made bifocal glasses, and developed gas lighting and so
on.

By the time he was 42, he had become really successful with
his business as well as in many other areas, such as becoming a
great politician. He actively engaged in politics and was one of the
committee members who drafted the Declaration of Independence.
He also attended the signing of the Treaty of Paris and the Treaty of
Alliance. He died in 1790 in his early 80s.

53 To be continued
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