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Dharma Realm Buddhist University

Celebrates 2016 Commencement

# 2 7K X/3#  Written and translated by Cixin Tong
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OnMay 27%,2016 Dharma Realm Buddhist University held its commencement
ceremonies. This year’s commencement was special for two reasons. It was the
first commencement at Sudhana Center, the new campus of the University.
Secondly, the six 2016 graduates are all part of the new Master’s degree program
in Buddhist Classics.

Students from Dharma Realm Buddhist University’s original program
all graduated by 2015. The first cohort of the new Master’s degree program
graduated last year as well. This year’s commencement ceremony was for the
second cohort of the new Master’s degree program.

Dr. Susan Rounds, president of Dharma Realm Buddhist University,
began her address by saying she was reminded of the concluding phrase in
the popular song, "For Good": “Because I know you, I have been changed for
good.” Because, in their encounters with each other, the members of Dharma
Realm Buddhist University community have greatly influenced one another.

A slide show was played reviewing major DRBU developments and
events in the past year, including the opening of Sudhana Center and the
groundbreaking ceremony for DRBU’s new building. The six graduates this
year are Bhikshu Jin Chuan, Trinh M. Doan, Tony Fairbank, Donna Farmer,
Petra Lamberson, and Leonie G.M. Tan. Their families and distinguished
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guests, a total of about 100 people, attended this momentous occasion. The
entire ceremony was streamed live on-line.

The two-year program of the new Master’s degree in Buddhist Classics
covers Buddhist Sutras, Vinaya, and Shastras; Eastern and Western philosophy
including Confucius, Mencius, Lao Zi, Zhuang Zi, Plato, Descartes,
Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Kant, and Sartre, among others. Most of the classes
are taught in English and offer opportunities for ample inquiries and discussions.
The atmosphere during classes is enthusiastic and active. There are also classes in
Sanskrit, the Chinese Classics, meditation and mindfulness training.

Graduates expressed their appreciation for these classes which benefitted
them greatly. Dharma Master Jin Chuan, the only monastic graduate this year,
said: “I found the MA program to be a precious opportunity to bring depth of
study and understanding of the Dharma in an environment that is supportive

and respectful of the monastic form. The university classes deepened my
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understanding of the Buddhist ceremonies and practices; the monastic schedule
provided context and a living laboratory for the texts that I was reading.

Also, much of the program was ‘unlearning’ my own assumptions about life.
The Dao De Jing says: ‘One who learns gains everyday. One who cultivates the
Way, loses everyday.” This might seem counter-intuitive, but what it means is that
the aim of study in DRBU is not to become more prideful, but rather to develop
a humble heart that can listen deeply to others, to texts of wisdom, and to our
inherent wisdom.”

The keynote speaker, Nipun Mehta, is a member of President Obama’s
Advisory Council on Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships which serves
to help reduce poverty and inequality. He has founded several non-profit
organizations including ServiceSpace, which he founded with his wife. His wife,
Guri, currently serves on Dharma Realm Buddhist University Board of Trustees.
Nipun delivered a speech entitled “Make Virtue Viral: A Graduation Speech
for Uncertain Times” in which he emphasized the power of stilling the mind
and inner transformation. He talked about the crisis of Artificial Intelligence

that humankind is facing and suggested Dharma Realm Buddhist University
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graduates to orient themselves towards small acts and small effects with a heart of service and help make virtue go viral.

Bhikshuni Heng Chih, who was involved in the process of application when DRBU was originally founded, received the Award of
Professor Emerita. She has been teaching at DRBU for many years and recently taught classes such as “Shurangama Mantra” and “The
Essential Commentary of Amitabha Sutra”. The “Dedication of Merit” and the school song “Jin Xu Kong” (Pervading Empty Space)
were sung by the assembly to conclude the 2016 DRBU Commencement. &






