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In the nice weather of June 9", 2016, a day that was sunny yet not too hot,
eleven beautiful, young ladies graduated from Developing Virtue Girls School.
They are the Class of 2016: Margarita Diaz, Cynthia Chan, Abigail Setera,
Taylor Lin, Cherry Chong, Grace Yang, Kara Tan, Pam Qian, Mai Do, Crystal
Chen, Angela Wu. Quoting their core teacher, Jin Xiang Shr, they are a class
representing different cultures.

As the class of 2016 set foot onto the stage, they entered a broader plane,
into society, where they can spread their wings and show the world their talents.
Standing on the stage, delivering speeches to eager ears, the audience witnessed
their transformation: from adorable caterpillars into magnificent butterflies.

From heartwarming to tear jerking, the graduates’ awe-inspiring speeches
evoked a range of reactions—from laughter to tears. By listening to their
speeches, we could tell that they all possessed the important virtue of being
a good person, as well as the key to survive and thrive in society—gratitude.
They all started their speeches by thanking everyone who has contributed in
bringing them up and onto that podium. Quotes from their speeches are as
follows:

Abigail: T would like to thank the Venerable Master for everything, for
letting me have the chance to make CTTB my home with my family, to go to
school in DVGS, to meet such amazing and wonderful people I would have
never thought of meeting all the years before I moved here. I don’t give him

enough credit for the things that he has done.
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Angela: A few words to the dorm students: Work hard and play
hard! Help lao shr (teachers) out whenever you guys can and make
the best of your school and dorm life. It can get hard at times, but
it will all pass. Cherish the dorm and the people because once you
graduate and leave, you might not see them again for a really long
time.

Cherry: I appreciate my family for supporting me financially
as well as emotionally. I appreciate the patience my teachers had in
finding a simpler way to explain complicated theories and ideology.
I appreciate Heng Dzu Shr, my dorm mother, for taking care of and
teaching me throughout these 5 years.

Crystal: In an interview for the ethics project with Dr. and Mrs.
Yeh, Professor John Vu reminded us as we move on to always keep
in mind the six great principles, which are no fighting, no greed,
no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuit of personal advantage, and no
lying. Prof. Vu said that what belongs to you will naturally come, so
don’t fight for benefits for ourselves, but instead for the greater good.

Cynthia: Coming to this school also meant that I could finally
become a vegetarian, ...I think the biggest gift I have received in
these 17 years is, not that I was given the opportunity to study here,
but to have such great and awesome parents.

Grace: The five years in DVGS is the turning point of my life...
The process of reflecting and eliminating my shortcomings was made
casier with the guidance of Buddhist teachings, and supports from
my teachers, classmates, and friends.

Kara: Thank you, Venerable Master, for creating this school that
turned out to be more of a haven than I could ever have dreamed...I
would say this place is just simply a home where you can find who
you are.

Maggie: Out there in the world, life is hard...But when you wish
upon that star and you're true to your heart, there’s nothing in this
world that can stop you.

Mai: It’s okay to get lost. It’s okay to feel scared, vulnerable, and
confused. What's not okay is to let it take over you, to let it conquer
you.

Pam: I would say our teachers in Developing Virtue Secondary
School are the best. I think, they are the most selfless people I have
ever met in my life. The graduates from our school should come back
to help in the future, so we can continue passing the legacy of the
Venerable Master and the teaching of virtue.

Taylor: If you are tired, remember to take your time, and don’t
be afraid to stop and listen to your heart. And if you are lost, think
of CTTB, think of your dream, think of your goal, and think of us.

It was a wonderful class of good students all along and a class that
brought happiness to many people. They were the focus of those who

were invited to speak at their graduation. The principal of the girls
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school, Jin Jr Shi, in her speech, spoke of “teaching
and learning at DVGS as a gift;” and Jin Xiang Shi,
the graduating class core teacher, shared her insight
with the acronym GPA: Gratitude, Perseverance,
and Accountability. Alumni speakers, Unica Yepez
and Minah Le, recounted how much they missed the
school and CTTB after graduating.

Parent speaker Dr. Steve Setera, also being
a teacher of the graduating class, expressed how
much he would miss the girls after they leave. He
commended the graduating class for their spirit of
service. Keynote speaker Dr. Raymond Yeh offered his
words of wisdom, a survival tool ki, for the graduating
class: “learn to understand, learn to work, learn to live
together, and learn to BE.” In the end, he concluded
his speech with a poem by Marianne Williamson, that

teaches all of us how to be a better person:

... We are all meant to shine, as children do.
We were born to manifest the glory of God
that is within us.

We unconsciously give other people permission
to do the same.

1I£5 not just in some of us; it in everyone.
And as we let our own light shine,

As we are liberated from our own fear,

our presence automatically liberates others.

This fall these graduates are going to Stony Brook
University and Union College in New York, University
of New Haven in Connecticut, Simmons College in
Boston, Oregon State University, San Jose State, St.
Mary’s College of California, University of British
Columbia in Vancouver, and Monash University in
Malaysia (a branch university of the main campus in
Australia); and will pursue various majors.

Finally, let us once again congratulate all the
graduates. Like what many people say, once a
DVGSer, always a DVGSer. Although many people
would focus on the point that this is the end of their
high school career, in fact, this is the very beginning
of their promising futures; futures that are going to
be full of opportunities. Nothing is impossible. May
they continue to persevere through life's obstacles,
continue to give and love, and continue to be who

they are today! &
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