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2016 Boys ScHool. GRADUATION

Written by Miguel Gracia-Zhang / Chinese Translated by Min Zhang

At 4 pm, June 9%, 2016 in the Confucius Hall, six young men in bright blue
robes —Aaron So, Alejandro Gracia, Alvin Chui, Ted Yap, Tiger Li, and Tom
Tieu tossed their caps high in the air amid resounding applause and loud cheers.
How exciting it was to graduate from the Developing Virtue Boys School and
go on their new lives! A seventh senior, Trent Ly, also graduated but had earlier
given his farewell speech and received his diploma in order to leave in time to
attend his cousins’ graduations in Santa Barbara and San Diego.

After years of hard work, endless tests, and sleepless nights, the class of
2016 finally made it to graduation. Throughout the event, the audience was
moved to tears and to laughter as people delivered speeches, presented awards,
and gave farewells.

Dr. Steve Setera, a long-time volunteer teacher, presided over the
ceremony. He asked the assembly to begin with a few moments of silence to
honor Dharma Master Jin Fan’s mother, who passed away peacefully in her
sleep at the age of 93 the night before the graduation. Dharma Master Jin Fan
was not present at the graduation, since he had already left for Taiwan. Mr.
Juan Gracia, the principal of the Boys School, was also absent as he was in

Spain visiting his mother.
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Dr. Steve Setera spoke first to the seniors, giving a few pieces
of solid and pragmatic advice. He stressed the importance and
benefits of service to the community. He then illustrated a method
of dealing with challenges--synchronicity, an act of “sending love
and purpose out into our surroundings, out into the world (so
that) we will also benefit ourselves by drawing to us harmonious
conditions and relationships.”

Mr. Chanh Tieu, father of graduate Tom Tieu, recalled the
difficult experience of sending a 12-year-old boy away from home.
But he concluded that it was well worth it. For the graduates, he
underscored the importance of proper time management and
making good choices, and gave real life advice for not getting
behind in college. “You have to know when to drop a class.” He
went on to explain that if a class is too challenging, it should be
dropped in time to avoid a W (Withdrawal) on your permanent
record.

Alumni speaker, Mr. Nakula Hertz, spoke about his own
experience encountering this “rare and unique school”. He
explained that “as students in the school, we are very fortunate
to be taught by direct disciples of the Venerable Master Hua.” In
addition, “As graduates of the school, it is important to know that
we have been given very valuable jewels in the form of seeds of
instruction and exemplary behavior. As these seeds mature and bear
fruit, it is our responsibility to serve and share these instructions.”

Keynote Speaker Dharma Master Heng Shun, discussed the
purpose and goals of the school—developing students’ moral
integrity. He related how, in the past, some administrators wanted
the school to become an International Baccalaureate (IB) school in
which the 11" and 12* grade took only advanced AP-like courses.
“This,” said Dharma Master Shun, “was not in accord with the
vision the Master had for the school. The Master stressed teaching
students to become good, virtuous individuals above all else.”
Nevertheless, he praised the graduates for their high academic
achievement as well as their exemplary character. He also praised
the family-like environment of the school and hoped that in the
future the graduates will “always treat others with kindness and
compassion in the same way.”

Of course, the highlight of the event was the seven heartfelt
speeches given by the graduates themselves. “I'm finally graduating,”
said Trent Ly, “and though this is the end of one chapter, there are
more chapters to come. Thank you to all those who have made my
life here at the City and school amazing. My last message to all of
you including my classmates: Just keep smiling. I wish the best to
all of you here young and old.”

“Now is time for us to say goodbye-” Aaron So reflected, “I

say goodbye to everything familiar and safe, leaving behind great

42| EBIERE “o—"ELA

% o ATAERNR LR RS AR - RNREHAS N3
g - BRKEEHEBT AT - RIS R
FERER -

SRR - ERE L E A REEARTRTEE
PEA Y B o M58 EE By toh I A 5 7Y B 2 1k ke LR
fm o MLEZRTR [0 T g T IR e Y — (I 4 07 75 [ 28 R
& > B2 " mEEREEORER > UEERMEC
RIAIGE HY BRI A PR BRI H A2 %8 o

BEEARHENACHBE A - AEBRERS -
L [E RS & AR 1258 Sl T R AV A § - (HEl RyiE it
THEIEFE ARG o S E R AR T E ALk
B R A A 2 - BRI —HIEE UIE
HEKEs © TR EZ HE TR E —PIER - Mg
FEERTERZ I P ICEE — IR B IR EEHYERAZ DA R B 4R B
T "W, (GREE) AYIRALEE o

RRAFGEN - mzzioE@EagcEE@E T
DHEEY ~ IR —REVER  WIREEE - MFRRIE
Ry BERRAVER AR > M A SRS AR S - AT DAREZ
AT BT RVECE o TAE R IR Ry EIEA - M
i 5% BRI F AP Pl =2 Y e 18 5 {2 5 B0t 2 e (E B i
+ o BRI R G R IR AR
255 B K R oy AT 2 BT P 52 B 2R i -

BAG 3 5 N\ HALIE V2K Fil 3 6 340 1o I 1 5% 58 of 22 1Y
ERCR EREEEELE S EIEE - EEAERA
AR E B A R R — PR R PR SOBROR B2 7ERE (1B)
B IBEERCHYTL ~ 124F 4R 824 ERVERE 22 S 4k
SRR o T{EIWA R R AERIEESR - B ARG
& BB R B Y S BT R R e A S e Y A
N o EREMLL - MAETEE e E R R AN SE m e
HYEIEF - WA TR SE ARG - S T
ERAZ Y 22 ik = 4 B I v B 2 3 2B R AR RE S [E A
ARSI RN -

AHER - Re iz NS H Y2t A 3 42 JUA R
IEVEE S o TARAREIEET | ) FEER - T EE
IMNEE—BEERT > REEAEZZU o BE#A%K
EFRAE S MBI IE I ELT » I KRR EIEE T [E 2
MR —aEE R © —EME T EE | SR —1Y)
WE -

THERT o ) BRIEE > TEHET > —UIEk
B~ EFHERRE - S —E 2R
T o AR EFNER - FHFEBHIAEE - R
FERLHN « SRR T ERAFTE LAY
B KERNGLE R o BIMIER G 4 EAY[E R -



memories, as I now begin to be exposed to a new world. What we can’t
do is live our lives always afraid of the next goodbye and the upcoming
beginning, because chances are they’re not going to stop. Although high
school has to end, our love for each other does not. Let us begin our new
chapter but not forget our roots!”

“It is difficult, to put into words how much this experience has
changed me,” Tiger Li said, “But I can guarantee you that I've surpassed
my younger self and become more fulfilled as a human being.”

Alvin Chui gave advice from personal experience. “What if the time
machine doesn’t exist?” he asked. “Then don’t do anything you'll regret.”
He then humorously alluded to the world of video games saying, “Even
now, I am not able to resist the power of these negative influences.”

“We made it in one piece.” Said Tom Tieu brightly, “We survived
all those exams, essays, and final projects we thought we would never
finish. This school has inspired us to do things that we wouldnt have
done elsewhere. From sneaking up to the back mountain, to staying up
past midnight and waking up before morning ceremony to photograph
the Milky Way, I learned to appreciate the beauty of everything.”

Ted Yap recounted with emotion the cool summer night 6 years ago
when he first came to live at the City of 10,000 Buddhas as a boarding
student. He was amazed by the beauty of the night sky and fell asleep
on a bare bed in the boys' dormitory. Half in tears, yet with his usual
humor, he expressed his gratitude to the assembly. “I want to thank you,
you, you, and you,” he said, “As well as you, you, and you.”

Alejandro Gracia humorously related his eleven years at the school
to food. “The food I've eaten the most of is everything that was stuffed
into me during my time at IGDVBS. I had bitter food—physics
equations and Laplace transforms. I had food I could not digest. And I
had sutras and mantras: food that seemed very awesome but that I could
barely taste and understand. All teachers and Dharma Masters, thank
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you very much for giving me all of this!” He concluded by inviting his
mother to the stage and presented her with his favorite food—a small
red strawberry!

Warm smiles and tears were etched on most audience member’s
faces as the graduates received their diplomas from Dr. Steve Setera. The
Class of 2016 will now embark on their separate journeys. This fall, the
graduates are going to Harvard, Cal Poly, Illinois Wesleyan University,
St. Louis University, University of Illinois Urbana Champagn, California
Northstate University, and University of Nottingham-Malaysia. They
will pursue various majors including Mechanical Engineering, Computer

Engineering, Finance, Health Services, and Pre-med/Biology. &
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