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Promotion Ceremony at the City of the Dharma Realm
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On June 5%, 2016, the third promotion ceremony of City of the Dharma
Realm’s branch of Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing
Virtue Secondary School took place. There were four graduates from
kindergarten, elementary school and junior high school. All of them were
promoted to the next level.

The principal Dharma Master Heng Shr delivered a speech first. She
said that education was one of Venerable Master Hua’s vows. Master Hua
often said that everywhere, to the ends of empty space and pervading the
dharma realm, are places for schools. The City of Dharma Realm applied
for the permit to run an elementary school and a high school in 2009.
After public hearings and required procedures, the permit was bestowed.
The schools formally opened in 2011. Since then, the number of students
has increased from one to seventeen. In the five years Dharma Master Shr
has witnessed the students’ growth.

8" grader Vincenzo Terzi went to a public school in the past but his
mother Staci Terzi decided to home school him when the music, science
and arts classes were taken out from the curriculum. A year ago, when
Staci heard that CDR’s Developing Virtue Secondary School educates
student in virtue and academic excellence, she applied for him to enter
Developing Virtue Secondary School. Vincenzo said, “Before coming

here I was home schooled which is a very different environment than
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CDR. This school was tough for me at first. But the toughness of this school
brought out the best in my academic abilities.” Due to his excellent teachers in
math, science, social studies and English, Vincenzo made academic progress.
He extended his gratitude to all teachers and will continue to work hard when
he moves on to high school. Vice Principal Wu handed him the certificate of
completion.

Elementary school graduate Lily Garcia, and Kindergarten graduates
Camilo Danberg and Cleo Thornsberry received their certificate of completion
from Dharma Master Heng Gwei and Dharma Master Heng Shr and gave
their speeches. One parent, Trevor Danberg, said that his kids had made much
progress in virtue and in academic work; they have also learned precepts which
will benefit them throughout their lives. One time, when Trevor was driving,
he got mad at another driver who didn’t follow traffic rules and yelled at that
driver, “I will kill you.” His kindergartener told him, “Daddy, you shouldn’
have said that; it’s against the precepts.” It was an unforgettable lesson for
Trevor.

Mike Smith, a guardian of some of the students, said that his nephew and
niece were originally in a public school. One day when he picked them up
after school, he saw that students getting off the school bus were shouting at
each other and looked crazy, as if they were partying on the school bus. His
nephew and niece told him that students behaved like that at lunchtime as
well. Hence, Mike decided that he should find another school for his nephew
and niece. Finally he found the Instilling Goodness Elementary School in West
Sacramento. Now he feels happy seeing that his nephew and niece are much
more polite, have longer attention span and have made much progress in their
schoolwork.

Students Eton Chan, Jessica Chan, and Genevieve Choy received Perfect
Attendance Award from Dharma Master Heng Gwei. This award was to
encourage students to never be absent from classes. The keynote speaker
was Calvin Lee, a surgeon practicing in Modesto, California. His wife is the
vice principal, Tammy Wu. Calvin encouraged students to keep learning
throughout their lives. He said, “We need to learn how to turn frustration
into understanding, to take care of parents, and to take care of Mother Earth
(such as being a vegetarian and conserving natural resources.)” He suggested
that students keep in touch with their teachers after graduation. He did. Some
of his teachers are now his patients and he felt privileged to be able to do
something for his teachers.

There were students’ performances in the graduation ceremony. Jessica
Chan played piano, Apollo Wong played violin, and the students’ choir
sang “Standards for Students”, “You Raise Me Up”, “Sagely City Stories”
and “Dharma Realm Buddhist Youth”. The two masters of ceremonies were
Genevieve Choy and Zoe Smith. They were both articulate and had good
manners, which reflected the fine education they had received from the school.
There are currently nineteen teachers at the schools of the City of Dharma
Realm. Among them, there are four with a PhD degree and another five with

Master’s degrees. &





