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The City of the Dharma Realm Observes
the 21t Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua'’s
Entering Nirvana
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By Cixin Tong / English Translation by Shramanerika Gwohe, Cixin Tong

On June 5%, 2016, the City of Dharma Realm located in West Sacramento,
northern California, held a ceremony commemorating the 21 Anniversary of
Venerable Hua’s Entering Nirvana. Around 100 people from greater Sacramento,
San Jose, Modesto, and Los Angeles, gathered together at the City of Dharma
Realm—in memory of the Venerable Hua’s conduct and teachings.

The Buddha Hall was adorned with beautiful flowers, incense, lamps, and
offerings. On that sunny day, the assembly recited 7he Chapter of the Practices
and Vows of Samantabhadra. Since it was the first day of the lunar month, the
special meal offering and grand meal offering ceremonies were combined.
Most of the 108 offerings were prepared the night before and some followers
prepared many dishes at home and brought them. The order of the meal offering
ceremony was maintained well.

Lines such as “For many generations [Buddhism] has successively been
received; may the proper Dharma flourish gloriously forever!” were chanted and
resounded inside and outside of the Buddha Hall.

Dharma Master Heng Gwei, manager of the City of Dharma Realm, gave a

talk at lunchtime. She recollected the four great vows of Venerable Master Hua:
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Establishing schools, setting up the Sangha, translating Sutras, and interfaith
dialogue. All of these great vows of the Venerable Master were to benefit living
beings. When Dharma Master Heng Gwei was in college and whenever she
went to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, she heard the Venerable Master
talking about the Six Guiding Principles—no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no
selfishness, no self-benefitting, and no lying. One time when she thought: Why
Master talk
about the Six Guiding

does the

Principles all the time?
The Venerable Master,
(reading her thoughts),
said aloud to the
assembly, “Because you
havent  implemented
(the six guiding
principles) so I have to
talk about them over
and over again.”

Venerable Master Hua also mentioned that even though he had many
disciples, only a few could put the Six Guiding Principles into practice and
change their own bad habits. Later she realized that the essence of Venerable
Master Hua’s cultivation throughout his life was in the Six Guiding Principles.
Dharma Master Heng Gwei also said that the Master highly valued education;
hence, the promotion ceremony of CDR’s Instilling Goodness and Developing
Virtue schools was held that very afternoon, the best gift in commemorating the
Venerable Master’s entering nirvana.

Dharma Master Heng Shr, the schools’ principal, gave everyone a lesson on
being frugal. She noticed that two pieces of bread in good condition were found
in the kitchen’s trash bin at lunch. The Sangha would not treat the bread as trash
and would feed it to birds to avoid wasting food. Dharma Master Heng Shr
reminded everyone that Venerable Master Hua was extremely frugal; he would
eat even the potato skins spat out by his students at the Way Virtue Association

in Manchuria because “not wasting food is cherishing one’s own blessings.” %





