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Former Dharma Realm Buddhist University Chancellor
for Asia, Pai-Cho Ho, Passed Away Peacefully

R % X /3%  Written and Translated by Tongzuo Gong
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Pai-Cho Ho, the former DRBU Chancellor
for Asia, passed away peacefully in Los
Angeles, California, on May 7, 2016. He
was 97.

Mr. Ho was born in October, 1918
to a Buddhist family with five generations
living together in Twin-City County, Jilin
Province, China. He was the descendant
of a royal family of the Qing Dynasty.
As a young child, he resolved to make a

career in education. After high school, he

studied education at Northeastern Normal
University. During his college years, he joined a students’ organization opposing the
Japanese invasion of China. After graduating from college, he received military training
from the Chinese government and helped many students from Manchuria flee to non-
Japanese occupied areas. After the Japanese surrendered, he was elected to be a council
member of Changchun City.

He immigrated to Taiwan at the end of 1948. In Taiwan he had several jobs. He was
an Assistant Professor at the Republic of China Military Academy, Professor and Chief
Secretary at National Chengchi University, and President of Chihlee Business College
in Taipei. His book “The New Era of the Three Principles of the People” won an award
from the ROC government. Between 1988 and 1999 he acted as the Dharma Realm
Buddhist University Chancellor for Asia and was one of the editorial writers for Vajra
Bodhi Sea magazine.

During the first half of his life, he studied Lao Zi’s philosophy for many years.
After that, he became a Buddhist. During his last few years as the president of Chihlee
Business College, he gave up drinking alcoholic beverages and switched to a vegetarian
diet. Throughout his life, he stressed the importance of teaching ethics and virtue.
He advocated helping young people understand the true principles of human life and
teaching them to fulfill their responsibilities to their country and to humankind through
virtue in every thought and deed. He was meticulous in his own actions, so he could set
an example for others.

The administrative office staff at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas recounted one
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story of him from the early 1990s. One day, when he was at the administrative office,
he asked for a piece of paper so he could leave a note. A staff member handed him a
new sheet of white paper. He immediately refused it and asked for a piece of recycled
paper instead. This small act showed that he was environmentally conscious and was
also mindful of the frugal principles set by the Venerable Master Hua.

Chancellor Ho and the Venerable Hua were born in the same county and the
Venerable Hua even saved the life of Chancellor Ho’s youngest daughter Ling-ling
Ho. During the first few months of Ling-ling’s pregnancy in 1989, she couldnt
eat or drink anything. She even vomited plain water and later, bile. She had to be
hospitalized and was being fed intravenously. Chancellor Ho worried about her a
lot but before he even asked for help, the Venerable Master Hua told him, “Your
daughter has encountered a crisis, I will go see her.”

The Venerable Master took his disciples to see Ling-ling Ho. He pointed his
index finger and middle finger at Ling-ling’s forechead. After that, she could drink
water and regained her appetite. She was able to deliver a baby boy without any
difficulty. Not long after, the once-Christian Ling-ling took her new born baby with
her to take refuge together with Venerable Master Hua. When talking about the
Venerable Master Hua saving her and her baby’s life, Ling-ling still calls it a “miracle”.

Chancellor Ho doted on his daughter and was grateful to and admired Venerable
Master Hua even more after this incident. Chancellor Ho loved to write poems and
published “Collection of Poems from the Elm Garden” in 2000. One of the poems,
“One Winter Evening at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas” describes his heart for

spiritual cultivation:

The striking of the wooden fish was frequently heard on a cold evening,
Sangha and laity circumambulated at the evening ceremony.
The shadow of people was lonely and rare in the starry night,
The solemn and pure sound was heard throughout

the City of Ten Thousand Buddbas.

The drum was hit at night in the blue light

and with yellowish pages of the Sutra,

those with young face, and those with grey hair
accompanied the bell-hitting in the morning.

Cultivation in the morning and evening

will cause one to awaken to proper enlightenment,

And to take people across with kindness, compassion, joy and equanimity.

In the last five years of his life, Chancellor Ho lived with his daughter Ling-
ling Ho. Everyday the Buddha recitation machine was played non-stop for him.
The funeral service took place on May 19, 2016. Someone on site had a vision of
Chancellor Ho sitting on a huge lotus flower. Ling-ling Ho was deeply moved and
said, “Throughout his life, my father was a man of noble character and unquestionable
integrity. He later found his roots within Buddhism, and now he has returned to the
Western Pure Land. I want to bow to the Buddhas in the hope that in the future I

can follow my father’s as well as Venerable Master’s footsteps.” &





