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Book of the Month:

A Pictorial Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun
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By Jennifer Lin / English Translation by Lao You

I once heard a story: One day, Venerable Master Hsu Yun walked slowly back to his
hut at dusk and met two monks with lantern in their hands. They asked him, “Elder
Dharma Master, it’s very dark now, why do you still walk alone?” Venerable Master
Hsu Yun, focused on walking until his mind was concentrated, pure and bright,
didn’t notice that it was getting quite dark. However, upon hearing this question, he
was speechless and suddenly felt the darkness.

I was curious about Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s state, so I read A Pictorial
Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun written by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. I
was hoping to find the answer from his life story. Elder Master Hsu Yun left the home
life at age nineteen and throughout his life experienced all kinds of hardship until
he eventually gained enlightenment. When he was enlightened, the entire room was
empty and in bright white light. He continued to cultivate ascetic practices diligently
to spread the Dharma everywhere despite his old age and his various adversities. He
gave Dharma talks extensively, rebuilt many Buddhist monasteries, engaged in relief
work to victims of disasters, and tried to reverse the calamities of Buddhism. There

were numerous miraculous true accounts in his life such as obtaining efficacious
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responses from Buddhas and taking non-human beings and others as disciples. He
lived until the age of 120 to perfect his life.

Throughout Venerable Master Hua’s life, he admired and exalted Elder Master
Hsu Yun’s cultivation. When Master Hua was at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong
Kong and received the startling news of Elder Master Hsu Yun’s entering Nirvana,
he started writing A Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun, which was published
by the Committee of Permanently Commemorating Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s
Entering Nirvana. Later, Venerable Master Hua spent a lot of money hiring an expert
in Buddhist painting to create 200 beautiful Chinese brush paintings for this book;
Master Hua also composed a verse for each illustration. The Dharma Realm Buddhist
University under the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association later reprinted this book
in 1990, which was the DRBA's first edition. Another edition with English translation
was published in 2003 to help English readers better understand the meaning of
Master Hua’s verses. There are two volumes for the bilingual edition. The first volume
covers the first half of Master Hsu Yun’s life: his birth, his education, his leaving home
and spiritual practice and his enlightenment. The second volume covers the second
half of his life mainly about his hard work propagating Buddhadharma.

Venerable Master Hua expected that A Pictorial Biography of the Venerable Master
Hsu Yun and verses could help people better understand Elder Master Hsu Yun’s life.
He says, “I hope to take this opportunity to promote Venerable Hsu Yun’s virtue to
the entire world so that everyone in each household can have a copy of the book. In
effect, I hope everyone can make the resolve for Bodhi, achieve the unsurpassed Way,
and would come back to this world again to teach and transform living beings. May
everyone be awakened and never retreat from Bodhi!” (Quoted from the Preface of 4

Pictorial Biography of the Venerable Master Hsu Yun, 1990.) &





