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Written and translated by Shu-Fan He (8th grader, Developing Virtue Girls School)
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Editor’s Note: Developing Virtue Girls School students entered the 2016 ANCCS Chinese Academic contest and received strong results. Shu-fan He from

the 8th grade received a Ist place award in the Group A (13 years and above) essay contest; 11th grader Yung Tzu Sun also received a 1st place award in

the Group A translation contest; 10th grader Yun Ling Yang received a 1st place award in the Group A Chinese typing contest; 11th grader Ruihan Zhang

received a 1st place award in the Group A Hanyu Pinyin contest; 7th grader Angela Kwok received a 2nd place award in the Group B (10 to 13 years)

translation contest; and 11th grader Teng Wei Yap received an Honorable Mention in the Group A penmanship contest. Shu-fan He rewrote her winning

essay for this publication.
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Everyone has a dream for the future — to become a teacher
who helps shape the lives of the young or to become a medical
doctor who is dedicated to saving lives and relieving pain. For
me, fame and wealth are not very important. I do not care
much for fame or great accomplishments that would make my
family be proud of me, but only hope to help others as much
as I can.

I have been a very lucky child. My family, teachers and
friends are all very kind and wise people. They taught me a

principle

one’s accomplishments are not based on how
much one owns, but by how much one gives. There are many
children in the world, as innocent and lively as us, who have
no access to any education and have to endure hunger and
cold. They are my age and have the same potential for growth,
but while I sit in a nice classroom to learn, they have to work
hard to earn a meager meal. In the future, I wish to go to some
remote villages to teach the children there how to read, how
to do math, and to share with them everything that I have
learned.

I often hear on news about kids being caught stealing.
These children are all from poor families, and often, they are

coerced into stealing food and clothes by others. Once caught,
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they are usually
punished, and
sometimes beaten
badly. ‘Then the
police will take
them away. These
kids are not born
as thieves; they
simply ~ cannot
endure the hunger
and cold any
more. How can
we judge them
when we have no
idea how heavy
a burden life has
been for them?

When I grow
up, I hope to gather more people to become part of the lives of these
children so the children will feel some love and sunshine in their
lives. In order for this dream to come true, I often tell myself to work
harder so I can be more helpful to the people around me. The stories
of these children have made me realize how fortunate I am to have
family, friends, and a good education. I have many selfless friends
around me; they offer help whenever I need it. I try to learn from
their examples to slowly put down my selfishness and become the
kind of person that I want to be.

Liang Qichao, a great scholar, once said, the capability and
potential of the youth dictates a nation’s destiny. If a nation’s children
becomes distressed and desperate about their lives, then it is impossible

to hope for a peaceful and powerful nation.

Once, I thought of leading a carefree life

leaning by the
willows looking at a river, playing Chinese lute, or enjoying the melody
of a mountain stream while sipping a cup of tea. However, experience
has taught me that one’s life cannot be so idyllic at all times. Everyone
has difficulties: little arguments among friends, disappointments in
ourselves, and homesickness. But it is said we have to stand up where
we fall. Every trouble is a new start and it teaches us something. One
must have a dream so one can work hard toward it.

In the future, I wish to become a gentle and compassionate
person. When the day comes that I feel I have some accomplishment
in helping others, I may actually sit by the flowing water and sip
my tea while reading some poetry and doing paintings in beautiful

surroundings. &





