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Great Master Yin Guang
Talks about Guan Yin Bodhisattva
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A Talk Given by Bhikshu Jin Zhan on April 5th, 2015 at the Buddha Hall in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

English Translation by Lotus Lee
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Today I would like to discuss what Great Master Yin Guang wrote about
Guan Yin Bodhisattva. We all know that Great Master Yin Guang was
the transformation body of Great Strength Bodhisattva, and it couldnt
be more fitting to have Great Strength Bodhisattva’s transformation
body talk about Guan Yin Bodhisattva. More specifically, I will be using
material from A Letter written in reply to the old hermir Li. This letter
from Great Master Yin Guang is very long, and in one part he talks about
Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

This letter was written by Great Master Yin Guang to answer a
layperson’s questions. In the correspondence, Great Master Yin Guang,
who is an excellent writer, tells the layperson the benefits of the Pure Land
Dharma door, and also mentions Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

Great Master Yin Guang wrote: “Guan Yin Bodhisattva attained
Buddhahood many kalpas ago, and his name was Light of Proper Dharma.
But because of his compassion, although he already dwells in the eternal
realm of rest and light [in other words, entered nirvanal, he returns to appear
in the temporary realms, the realms where all classes dwell, and the realms
of permanent reward and freedom. Although he continues to appear as a
Buddha, he also manifests as Bodhisattvas, pratyekabuddhas, sravakas,
humans, devas, and other beings of the six paths. Although he serves as
the attendant of Amitabha Buddha, he also appears everywhere in the
limitless Dharma Realm in the ten directions. He would go anywhere and
do anything for the sake of benefiting and taking living beings across. He
manifests whatever body is necessary to take living beings across. Mount
Potola is an expedient manifestation of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s, made
for the purpose of giving living beings a place to convey their sincerity.
But is it that Guan Yin Bodhisattva only dwells at Mount Potola and not
anywhere else? When the moon shines in the sky, it is reflected in all
bodies of water, even in the tiniest drops of water. If the water is murky or
turbid, then the reflection of the moon will not be clear. The minds of living
beings are like the surface of the water. If they can be completely mindful

of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, then Guan Yin Bodhisattva will silently appear
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The Great Master Yin Guang

to help them. If their minds
are scattered or not sincere,
then it will be difficult for
Guan Yin Bodhisattva to help
them. The meaning behind
this is quite deep, and to find
out more, you can read the
Preface to the Lithographic
Annals of Mount. Potola in
the Selections of Yin Guang’s
Writings.”

In the first part, he says
that Guan Yin Bodhisattva
attained Buddhahood a long
time ago. His name was
“Light of Proper Dharma

Buddha.” However, because

"
]
]
i
H
3
-
]
H
.
-
3
-
H
*
-
]
-
=
=
-
-
"
-
»
»
-
-

Sigzassakits

of his compassion, he took
on the form of a Bodhisattva
again and returned to the
Saha World in order to save
living beings. Although he
resided in the eternal realm
of rest and light, he returned
FIYEABHTSAE to appear in the temporary

realms, the realms where all
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classes dwell, and the realms
of permanent reward and freedom. Technically, he is the Buddha Light
of Proper Dharma and resides in the eternal realm of rest and light, but
he again returns to the realms of permanent reward and freedom, the
temporary realms, and the realms where all classes of beings dwell in order
to save living beings.

Although Guan Yin Bodhisattva appears as a Buddha, he also
manifests as Bodhisattvas, pratyekabuddhas, $ravakas, humans, devas,
and other beings of the six paths in order to save living beings. Although
he serves as Amitabha Buddha’s attendant, he appears everywhere in the
limitless Dharma Realm in the ten directions to save living beings.

Guan Yin Bodhisattva would go anywhere and do anything just for the
sake of benefiting living beings. He manifests whatever body is necessary
to save living beings. This comes from the Universal Door Chapter, and
it means that as long as Guan Yin Bodhisattva sees something that is of
benefit to living beings, he will manifest it and appear in whatever form is
needed to cross over living beings.

“Mount Potola isan expedient manifestation of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
Bodhimanda, made for the purpose of giving living beings a place to

convey their sincerity. But is it that Guan Yin Bodhisattva only dwells at
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Mount Potola and not anywhere else?” Most of us know that Mount Potola

in China is Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Bodhimanda, but actually, it is just an
expedient manifestation, a place where we know the Bodhisattva resides
and where we can visit and go on pilgrimages. It is not that Guan Yin
Bodhisattva only lives at Mount Potola and not anywhere else.

Great Master Yin Guang then gives an analogy: “When the moon shines
in the sky, it is reflected in all bodies of water, even in the tiniest drops of
water. If the water is murky or turbid, then the reflection of the moon will
not be clear. The minds of living beings are like the surface of the water.
If they can be completely mindful of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, then Guan Yin
Bodhisattva will silently appear to help them. If their minds are not sincere
or unfocused, then it will be difficult for Guan Yin Bodhisattva to help them.”
Here, the moon is an analogy for Guan Yin Bodhisattva. As long as there are
bodies of water, no matter how small, the moon will be reflected on their
surfaces, even if it is a tiny drop of water in a small spoon.

However, if the water is murky or turbid, then the reflection of the
moon will not be clear. The surface of the water can be compared to the
minds of living beings; Guan Yin Bodhisattva will appear in each one of
them, but if their minds are not clear or scattered, it will not work. When
we recite Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name, if we can do so sincerely and
singlemindedly, then Guan Yin Bodhisattva will appear in our minds just
like the moon’s reflection appearing on the surface of every single body of
water. In other words, we will definitely obtain a response. Dharma Master
Yin Guang then states, “This meaning is very profound, and you can read
the Preface to the Lithographic Annals of Mount Potola in the Selections of Yin
Guang’s Writings to find out more.” Great Master Yin Guang wrote more in-
depth explanations in the Preface to the Lithographic Annals of Mount Potola.

“His name is ‘He Who Observes the Sounds of the World’ because
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on the causal ground, he attained perfect penetration by observing
and contemplating the nature of hearing, and after attaining perfect
penetration, he listens to those living beings who recite his name and
saves them. That is why he is named ‘He Who Observes the Sounds
Of the World.” The Universal Door Chapter is so named because
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s power and skill in cultivation is limitless. He
does not use only a single Dharma method to benefit living beings, but
instead does so in accord with their needs and abilities, just as there
are ten thousand kinds of medicine to cure the one thousand kinds
of illnesses in the world [this is meant figuratively]. Not adhering to
just one Dharma, he gives instruction by observing what living beings
are confused about and what would cause them to get enlightened
easily. For example, one can attain perfect penetration by way of
the six faculties, the six sense-objects, the six consciousnesses,
and the seven elements. Because each Dharma door serves the
purpose of leading one to attain liberation from birth and death and
equal and proper enlightenment, it is called the ‘Universal Door.’ If the
Bodhisattva dwelled only at the South China Sea [on Mount Potola],
it could not be called universal.”

Guan Yin Bodhisattva is so named because of his cultivation on
the causal ground and the fruition that he attained. When Guan Yin
Bodhisattva was cultivating on the causal ground, he attained perfect
penetration by contemplating the nature of hearing. 7he Shurangama
Sutra talks about this very clearly. After he became a Bodhisattva and
attained perfect penetration, he observed the sounds of living beings
and saved those who recite his name; consequently, his name is “He
Who Observes the Sounds Of the World.” In other words, when
we are mindful of Guan Yin Bodhisattva or ask him to fulfill our
wishes, Guan Yin Bodhisattva will definitely come to our aid.

It is called the ‘Universal Door’ because Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
power and skill in cultivation is limitless. He does not use only a
single Dharma door to benefit living beings, but instead does so
in accord with their needs and abilities so that they can follow
the path to return home, just as there are ten thousand kinds of
medicine to cure the one thousand kinds of illnesses in the world.
Not adhering to just one Dharma, he gives instruction by observing
what living beings are confused about and what would cause them
to get enlightened easily and “go back home,” thus helping them
leave suffering, attain liberation from birth and death, be reborn in
the Pure Land, or even attain Buddhahood.

Guan Yin Bodhisattva does not use only one method to save
living beings, but instead uses whatever Dharma door they need
and gives instruction in the way that would help them become

enlightened easily, just as there are as many kinds of medicines to
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cure as many kinds of illnesses in the world. Therefore, Guan Yin
Bodhisattva will not insist on using just one method to save living
beings, but approaches each one according to how or why they
are confused, and teaches them using the easiest way for them to
understand and become enlightened.

“For example, one can attain perfect penetration by way of the
six faculties, the six sense-objects, the six consciousnesses, and the
seven elements. Because each Dharma door serves the purpose of
helping one attaining liberation from birth and death and attaining
equal and proper enlightenment, it is called the Universal Door. 1f the
Bodhisattva only dwelled at the South China Sea [on Mount Potola],
it could not be called universal.” When Guan Yin Bodhisattva teaches
living beings, he observes what would help them attain enlightenment
more easily, and starts from there. The reference to the six faculties,
the six sense-objects, the six consciousnesses, and the seven elements
is from the section “The Twenty-Five Sages Speak of Attaining
Perfect Penetration” from the Shurangama Sutra. When Guan Yin
Bodhisattva is teaching living beings, he will not insist that attaining
perfect penetration by means of the ear faculty is the best and only
use that method; instead, he will observe which method is suitable
for each living being and use the one that is best for them and will
help them attain liberation sooner, because one can attain perfect
penetration by way of each of the six faculties, the six sense-objects,
the six consciousnesses, and the seven elements.

This is because each method, each Dharma door, is a way to
attain liberation from birth and death and attain equal and proper
enlightenment. Guan Yin Bodhisattva uses these different methods to
save living beings, to make cultivation easier for them and help them
leave behind their attachments. That is why it is called the Universal
Door. If Guan Yin Bodhisattva only resides at Mount Potola in the
South China Sea, then it could not be called Universal. At this point,
Great Master Yin Guang goes back to talking about the Pure Land, so
this is all we have about his thoughts on Guan Yin Bodhisattva.

We can see that Dharma Master Yin Guang writes this from two
points of view. He points out that Guan Yin Bodhisattva has already
attained Buddhahood, but out of compassion, returns to the Saha
World to save living beings; he appears everywhere and uses all kinds
of Dharma doors to teach living beings. What should living beings do
to obtain a response from Guan Yin Bodhisattva? As long as they can
singlemindedly recite his name, Guan Yin Bodhisattva will appear in
their minds just like the moon is reflected on the surface of the water.
The Venerable Master said that when we recite Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
name, we will obtain responses only if we can recite to the point
that our minds and Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name have become one.

Amitabha! €&
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