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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Father of His Country— George Washington (continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on February 12, 1988
English Translation by Wei Zhang
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All his countrymen found him to be a noble and an upright person who
wanted nothing for himself, and so they elected him as their first President.
He founded the United States of America and worked painstakingly to form
a well-ordered society based on democracy, liberty, and equality for all, and
was subsequently re-elected as President for a second term.

I believe, at that time the election was done by voting freely and openly.
This is unlike people nowadays who use tens of millions of dollars to be
elected as mayor. If buying a mayor’s position requires so much money, how
much would it take to be elected as President? If it had required that much
money to participate in the election, I believe Washington would not have had
enough wealth to become a candidate for President. Although I wasn’t there
two hundred years ago, I seriously believe that the election that took place
then was the fairest and most transparent, and it would not have involved the
problems of political influence that plague elections today.

Although he was nominated for a third term, George Washington
resolutely retired after his second term of office. He passed away on December
14th in 1799. In memory of his contributions, Americans named the capital
of the country after him, hailed him as the Father of the Country, and

commemorated his birthday.

A Verse in Praise Says:
The morality of society is deteriorating.
People are no longer like those of yore.
Heaven sent a great man to the world,

who founded the country and expanded its frontiers.
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Establishing the spirit of liberty,
working hard for the well-being of all.
Thus, people live a secure and prosperous life,

and resources of the nation abound.

Commentary:

The morality of society is deteriorating. People are no longer like those of
yore. The morality of society is deteriorating. Nowadays, it is the norm for people to
cheat and deceive shamelessly. People in general lack the qualities of simplicity and
honesty that people in earlier times possessed.

Heaven sent a great man to the world, who founded the country and expanded
its frontiers. Heaven wanted to change this world for the better, so it sent a great man,
a worthy and virtuous leader, to found the United States of America.

Establishing the spirit of liberty, working hard for the well-being of all. He
established equality and freedom for his countrymen and worked for their happiness.

Thus, people live a secure and prosperous life, and resources of the nation

abound. People lived peacefully with abundant goods and provisions.

Another verse says:

In accordance with destiny Washington was born,

he proclaimed the Republic of the United States of America.
In the name of justice, he vanquished the British army.
Winning the war for fair taxation.

He retired at the peak of success.

His virtue influenced his countrymen to re-elect him.

A benevolent administration based on checks and balances.

And a proper election system would endure for ages.

Commentary:

In accordance with destiny Washington was born, he proclaimed the Republic
of the United States of America. It was destined that Washington be born to develop
the Republic of America. When it was the right time, Heaven brought forth a man of
talent.

In the name of justice, he vanquished the British army. He advocated
righteousness and defeated the oppressive British army.

Winning the war for fair taxation. He won because he advocated fairness and
disagreed with the heavy taxation that was imposed on his fellow citizens.

He retired at the peak of success. He led the army as the Chief Commander and
defeated the British, yet he retired with honor. He was not attached to the fame of
being the Chief Commander.

His virtue influenced his countrymen to re-elect him. He was re-elected as
President.

A benevolent administration based on checks and balances. The United States is
governed by three independent and cooperative branches: the legislative, the executive
and the judiciary. They check and balance each other, and learn from each other’s
example of good governance, as well as set a good example themselves.

And a proper election system would endure for ages. An election that does not
require spending is a true election. If one has to spend money to buy votes, it is a fake

election. A fair and honest election system would last for a long time. &





