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TheTwenty-Fourth Patriarch,
Venerable Lion
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(continued)

A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 7, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

T LR EE o RS
Dlt% > BT FEEH R EEE T EALRAE - 5
FEE—EEERF—EERNZTE A
MEREER - AN GRERAAF AR
Lo BABREESRE HEMs2 > &
—(EEZK - EERT A EGSE -+ A
HESITZEH T -

"REFRDEEFN - MH - AIEE
ZER?  EEZR  RBEEREMEBEZRA
(@ shiE - ERFEFE LT o AR SRR R HREL
FRAREER N TBA TS - W E
EE B A ERR L R e R AR R 0 BE
RO - BEETE > FEZEETH
Al > FEI AT - B 0 T RE
KGR A 2R TS 2 B2 8Tk IRED
78T IGZEM 2
) RGET LR AR FT
=58 mx%’ EHR EE B F AR R At > At
BLEREEE T 0 T REKEE AR 0
ﬁ’i% E%% g TEilEZE > 2R

& 2T TEONMEAE . T

Then he traveled to Kubha, and he passed the Dharma to Basiasita.
Afterwards, the Venerable Lion went from place to place to teach and
transform beings. Kubha was the name of the country back then. Some say
Kubha was located in Yunnan and some say that it bordered Siberia, but it
is not necessary for us to verify that. In general, it was a country that existed
during that period of time. When he reached that place, the Venerable
One transmitted the Dharma to Basiasita, who became the Twenty-fifth
Patriarch.

After that, the king of that country, armed with his sword, came to
where the Master was and asked, “Has the Master seen that the skandhas
are empty?” After the transmission of Dharma, because at that time in that
country there were two people of heterodox beliefs who had studied many
spells and who, intending to cause chaos, pretended to be monastics and
resided incognito in the royal palace. When their plot was discovered, the
king, who thought they really were monastics, decided to purge Buddhism.
Thus, the king, carrying his sword, went to where the Venerable Lion was
and asked: “Have you already reached the level where the five skandhas are
empty? Are form, feeling, cognition, mental formations, and consciousness
empty for you, or not?”

The Master answered, “I have seen that the skandhas are empty.”
Because Bhikshu Lion did not tell lies or resort to polite phrases, he simply
told the truth when the king asked him that question. “I already have
reached the emptiness of the skandhas; I have illumined and viewed the

five skandhas all as empty. I know ‘form is just emptiness; emptiness is just
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form and that feeling, cognition, mental formations, and consciousness are like
that too.”

The king asked, “Have you escaped birth and death? The king had another
question: “Have you ended birth and death?”

The Master replied, “I have escaped birth and death.” He answered again, “I
have already ended birth and death. There is no birth and death for me!”

The king said, “Since you have escaped birth and death, can you give me
your head?” The king persisted with his questions. “Since birth and death is not a
problem for you—you are beyond birth and death—then I am requesting that you
let me take your head.”

The Master replied, “My body does not exist. Why should I be stingy with
my head?” Bhikshu Lion said, “I don’t even have a body so why would I be unable
to give up my head? Go ahead and cut it off.”

Then the king drew his sword and cut off the Venerable One’s head. A white
milky fluid spurted several feet up in the air. With one swipe, the king beheaded
Lion Bhikshu. The head was severed, but no blood flowed forth. From the maimed
neck, a white milk-like fluid spewed up into the air several feet. Think it over. What
did this mean? Reflect on this first and then tell me what you think.

The king’s right arm subsequently fell to the ground. The king used his right
hand to hold the sword that cut off Bhikshu Lion’s head, thereby killing a sage. It was
one of the five violations defined as offenses deserving relentless retribution. Those
are: (1) killing one’s father, (2) killing one’s mother, (3) killing an arhat (a sage), (4)
breaking up the harmony of the Sangha, and (5) shedding a Buddha’s blood. Since
he had committed one of the five offenses deserving relentless retribution, his right

arm was instantly severed from his body and fell to the ground at his feet.

A verse in praise of him by Elder Master Hsu Yun says:
When there is no mind to function,

Great function manifests.
With total penetration of the Buddhas’ principle
Comes complete renunciation of tackle and trappings.
The sword was poised; the neck stretched forward.
‘What mouth is big enough to express this?

The blossoming reeds are white like snow.

The color of the sea in autumn matches the vast sky.

Commentary:

When there is no mind to function/Great function manifests. If we can
ultimately be without a mind, then we reach the ability to function effortlessly.
There is no function and yet no lack of function. The great function becomes

evident. There can be great creation and great transformation.

s0To be continued





