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When you are striking the bell during the Bell
Song, do not strike it once on every word. That
would be the same beat as “Amitabha Buddha’s
body is the color of gold.” Rather, strike it twice
for every word. For the seven-word line at the
end, strike it once for each of the last three words.
We should recite it at a very slow pace; don’t recite
it so quickly. The Bell Song can be recited for as
long as five minutes or even ten minutes. You
are all very sloppy right now at the beginning.
Take your time and learn it well. However you
can also first announce, “Bowing to the Venerable
Master,” and then begin reciting the song. After
the song is finished, you can make a half bow if
you are standing. If you are sitting, you can recite
the Bell Song while remaining seated.

Since we are just beginning to use this door,
we can post a note on it at night, saying, “This
door can be opened.” Otherwise, it will be the
same as before and people might not know to
open it. Some people are especially stupid and

cannot find the door to enter.

Sutra:

This Bodhisattva also goes by the name of
Skillful at Consoling and Persuading. That is
to say, he expediently expounds the profound
Dharma and can skillfully guide beginners
who have just resolved to seek the Great Vehicle

so they do not become afraid.

Commentary:

This Bodhisattva also goes by the name
of Skillful at Consoling and Persuading. This
Bodhisattva has another name, which is “Skillful
at Consoling and Persuading.” This character
Sishuo is pronounced shui here with the fourth
tone. The Bodhisattva is very good at persuading.
When he talks, there is no way you cannot believe
him. He is not like me. I have been lecturing the
sutras for you for such a long time, yet there are
still those who have not developed faith, because
I don’t know how to persuade you. If only I knew
how to persuade and had great wisdom and
skills of persuasion like Earth Store Bodhisattva,

I would be able to persuade you all to believe.
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Consoling means to give you a few words of encouragement when things are not
going your way. For example, if you are upset, he will share some jokes to cheer
you up. This is called Skillful at Consoling and Persuading. He has unobstructed
eloquence, so everyone who listens to him is very happy and loves to listen to him.

That is to say, he expediently expounds the profound Dharma. He is
skillful at using expedient means to lecture on all of the deep Dharma. He uses
very simple principles to explain the extremely profound Buddhadharma so you
can understand. This is called explaining the profound in simple terms, enabling
you to grasp the deep principles, the deep Buddhadharma.

And can skillfully guide beginners who have just resolved to seek the
Great Vehicle. He patiently and systematically guides beginners who wish to seek
the Bodhisattva’s path and to practice the Dharma of the Great Vehicle. “To guide
patiently and systematically” means to use all kinds of methods to help you bring
forth the Bodhi resolve, to cause you to develop faith towards unsurpassed Bodhi.
Beginners are just like all of you here studying the Buddhadharma. You are all
beginners.

So they do not become afraid. He makes sure they will not be frightened
and say: “Oh, the Bodhisattva path is very difficult to practice. I cannot bring
forth the Bodhi mind. It is beyond my ability!” Or perhaps they say, “Even
Shariputra cannot practice this Bodhisattva path, how much the less could I? I am
someone who has just resolved his mind. I cannot practice the Bodhisattva path.”
These are all cases of fear. Earth Store Bodhisattva will help these people to bring
forth the resolve for the Great Vehicle. He will encourage them so they will not
become frightened or fear the hardships of the Bodhisattva path. And so Earth
Store Bodhisattva is extremely compassionate towards us living beings. He renders

tremendous assistance to us.

Sutra:
For all these causes and conditions, beings in this world who seek with
reverence will be taught and taken across. That is why I am asking him to give

the answer.

Commentary:

For all these causes and conditions. It is all due these causes and conditions
previously mentioned, namely, that his compassionate vows are supreme, his
wisdom and eloquence are supreme, and other causes and conditions involving his
supreme abilities to skillfully console and persuade with respect to the Dharma,
and to practice skillful means. Beings in this world who seek with reverence will
be taught and taken across. In this world of the five turbidities, all beings yearn
for and look up to Earth Store Bodhisattva like thirsty men in need of water. They
hope to be taught and transformed by Earth Store Bodhisattva so they can leave
suffering and attain bliss. “Seek” refers to when one is thirsty and needs water. The
word yang, translated as “in reverence,” also means to look forward to and to wish
for. That is why I am asking him to give the answer. Due to all these causes and

conditions, I would like Earth Store Bodhisattva to answer your question now.

s To be continued
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