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Those of you who study Buddhism should not be reliant. If you
always rely on others, you will never learn to be independent; so
you could say that my trip to South America is a test for all of you.
In the past I told you a verse. Although this verse only has twenty
characters, but you should never forget them in every day, hour,

minute or second. What is this verse? It goes:

Everything is a test, to see what you will do

Mistaking what’s before your face, you’ll have to start anew.

You should ask yourself: “Do I need to start anew?” The Buddha
cannot end your birth and death; Buddhism cannot do this for you,
your Master cannot do this for you, and no Sangha member can do
this for you; you have to end your own birth and death! You need
to be independent and not reliant like a young child who still needs
weaning or needs his parents to give him candy.

This time when I went to South America, I tried to wean you off
your dependents to see if you could survive on your own. And it
seems that after four months, you didn’t starve to death, so you've
developed some skill, but your laziness had also advanced. If you

can be more independent and less idle, you can adhere to the
Middle Way.
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