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Developing Virtue Youth Chinese Orchestra participated
in the First International UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Celebration
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By Agis Gan (Instructor of Developing Virtue Youth Chinese Orchestra)
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In conjunction with the UNESCO 60" anniversary, the City of San Jose
supported the Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra and Aimusic School (FYCO)
to host the First International Aimusic Festival in celebration of the UNESCO
World Intangible Cultural Heritage. This event included Chinese music, Kun
Qu opera, Gu-qin instrumental music, Pingtan musical story telling, and the
flute solo “Journey to Suzhou”. The Developing Virtue Youth Chinese Orchestra
of the City of 10,000 Buddhas was invited to participate in the performance.
The celebration began on April 28" and lasted for 10 days until May 7th, 2016.

The Developing Virtue Youth Chinese Orchestra (DYCO) of the City of
10,000 Buddhas (CTTB) was founded in 1996, while the friendship between
FYCO and DYCO was established about 15 years ago. In 2009, FYCO was
invited to perform at CTTB for the celebration of its 30" anniversary. In 2013,
FYCO once again came to perform for the Commemoration of the Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua.

The four-orchestra pieces presented by DYCO on April 30" were: “Bow
Dance”, “Harvest Song”, “Heart Sutra,” and “Red Ribbon Dance”. After hearing
the students’ performance, FYCO Director and Composer, Mr. Gordon Lee

(aka Tan Xie) congratulated the students on the spot, and commended that he
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could feel the music coming from their hearts. This compliment of our students is
of course deep rooted in CTTB education, which emphasizes spiritual cultivation
and personal development. Chinese music truly impacts the students. FYCO flute
virtuoso and instructor, Mr. Mark Kuo was much moved and praised the students
for their outstanding performance. He was delighted with the texture of our music
that is arranged traditionally. He commented that many
modern Chinese orchestra pieces have lost their cultural
originality by adopting too many musical elements from the
western symphonic tradition.

Each year, Mr. Gordon Lee would invite our DYCO
students to watch the FYCO concert. He would reserve the
best seats for them. This is how much he appreciates our
students and how musicians cherish the deep friendship
of mutual appreciation. Thus on May 7th, a day before
Mother’s Day, we made another trip to San Jose to watch
the closing ceremony with the performance of Kun Qu and

Peking operas.

For the annual Mothers Day Chinese Orchestra Recital, there were two

elementary and the high school orchestras as well as solos, duets, and a quartet. In
addition, there were three mothers who played er-hu, gu-zheng and yang-qin solos.
The recital filled everyone with joy. Five friends came all the way from Sacramento
to watch the performance. It ended with great applause and the audience was so
immersed in the memory of the music that they forgot it was time to leave. To
thank the audience’s appreciation, the DYCO students introduced themselves at

the close. They were all invited to join the after-event refreshments. &





