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City of Ten Thousand Buddhas’ Solar Farm Produces
More Power than Expected
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The solar farm at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has produced
110% of projected energy since its launch on November 18, 2015. The
performance has exceeded expectation. The electricity usage at City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas from November 2015 to April 2016 is over
390,000 kilowatt-hours, an increase of 2.3% compared with the usage in
the same period last year (November 2014 to April 2015).

Some residents at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas mistakenly
thought that the electricity is now completely free. It is true that since the
electricity is produced by our solar farm, we don’t have to buy electricity
from any utility company, so there is not as much concern when it comes
to electricity use. Nevertheless, Amy Chang-Chien, a member of the
CTTB solar project team, said that our solar farm is still paying back the
cost of installing the solar panels. “It will take seven or eight years to pay
off the cost.”

Except during winter time when there is not enough sunlight, the
solar farm produces one third of the energy which is still not enough to
cover the whole city. For instance, in December 2015 and January 2016,
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas had to buy electricity from a utility
company. However, during the summer, we can sell our extra electricity
to the utility company to make up for the winter costs and pay back the
cost on a yearly basis.

Amy Chang-Chien noted that the solar farm has a total of 1865 solar
panels with a monitoring system on each solar panel so we can track
its performance. When the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas’ population
increases in the future, the solar farm can add another 20% more solar
panels. However, the almost 80-year-old power distribution system at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas has reached its maximum years and
will need to be replaced soon. The underground utility infrastructure also

needs to be replaced and updated in the near future. &
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