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The Ceremony for Blessing

the Construction of the Earth Store Hall
at the of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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The abatement and demolition work for the

Earth Store Project renovation began on May
23, 2016. The construction work is projected
to be completed within one year and the
Earth Store Hall is expected to be open by the
summer of 2017. The pre-construction blessing
ceremony took place on May 15, 2016, the day
after the Buddha’s Birthday Celebration. About
120 people attended and sincerely prayed for the
success of this project.

The mantra recitation began at 8am in the
Buddha Hall. Dharma Masters and laypeople
walked in line to the building while reciting

the Grear Compassion Mantra and circled the
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building three times. For the conclusion of the ceremony, the assembly faced
west, and dedicated the meritand virtue from the recitation to the project. The
ceremony ended with the recitation of the name of Earth Store Bodhisattva.

Priscilla Yeh, coordinator of Earth Store Project, said that out of respect
for the need for a peaceful and quiet atmosphere during the 10,000 Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance bowing session, the abatement and demolition was
scheduled to begin after the Buddha’s Birthday.

Since the building was originally used as a boiler and is now over 90 years
old, the first two months will be dedicated to cleaning and preparation for
construction. The 82 feet tall chimney will be torn down as well. In the first
stage of abatement, it will be quite noisy. However, after the demolition is
done, there will be much less noise.

Mrs. Yeh also noted that since the building is very old, only the walls
and roof tiles will be kept. The rest of the building will be replaced. New
water pipes and utility lines will be installed as well. In compliance with the
California Building Code, a heating system must be installed. Radiant floor
heating will be used. It is both energy-saving and environmentally friendly. In
the summer, the building will stay naturally cool. There will also be an ADA
(Americans with Disabilities) accessible ramp and walkway from the Buddha
Hall to the Earth Store Hall.

Many people have asked if the memorial plaques in the Rebirth Hall will
be moved to the Earth Store Hall once the construction work is done. Priscilla
Yeh said that the main function of Earth Store Hall will be an extension of the
Buddha Hall. It will offer a space for meditation and other events. There is no

plan to move the memorial plaques to the Earth Store Hall at this time. %





