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Chapter 4: Living in a Benevolent Neighborhood

(16) The Master said, “A gentleman appreciates the importance of righteousness;

a petty person is only aware of the pursuit of benefits.”

[ Venerable Master’s Commentary )

The Master said, “A gentleman appreciates the importance of righteousness. The
character ‘I§j’ (yi1) means ‘understand’ or ‘appreciate’. A gentleman understands
morality and justice, and grasps the one consistent principle. Whatever it is that he
undertakes, he does it naturally and perfectly and the result is wonderful to the finest
degree. It is in this respect where he neither goes overboard nor slacks off that the
Middle Way is found. The Middle Way is just ‘righteousness’.

A petty person is only aware of the pursuit of benefits. As for a petty person, his
intent is focused on ‘benefits’ and he is only concerned about feathering his own nest. If
you take a look at all the people in the world today, even those who are studying, their
priority is about the amount of money they can earn and they say things like: “What
can I do to earn big bucks?” They don’t say: “I want to learn a skill that will stand me
in good stead in the future; I want to volunteer my services for society without seeking
remuneration or anything in return!” Not a single person thinks like that. If there were,

then the world would become a better place!
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BUDDHISM 4 to Z
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Here at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB), however, this is
precisely the kind of people whom we want to select for training. We are
interested to see if there is anyone who is genuinely not selfish, does not
want personal gain, does not lie, does not seek, is not greedy and does not
contend. These are people whom CTTB requires. As for those who are
contentious, greedy, secking, selfish, self-benefiting and tell lies, CTTB
cannot turn them away either. It is just that this kind of person will not
amount to anything great, so all of you who are studying the Buddhadharma
should take note of this point. Now, a petty person only considers his
own benefits in whatever he does. He will only involve himself in matters
where he is assured of a good reputation or some other benefit in return.
We students of the Buddhadharma must not be like that. We must benefit
others, not ourselves.

As the sixteen-character core instruction of Confucianism says: “The
human mind is fraught with danger.” The human mind is very precarious
and extremely difficult to control. Why is it precarious? It is because thoughts
of desire are playing mischief. “Yet the mind set on the Way is all too subtle.”
The mind that seeks the Way is the most subtle and wonderful. Do you wish
to cultivate the Way? That mind is subtle and wonderful to the extreme.
What is the reason? It is because it is devoid of thoughts of desire. All human
beings have thoughts of desire but such a person is able to eradicate them.
Getting rid of such thoughts does not mean to say: “I'm not going to think;
I'm not going to move; I'm not going to do anything....” What it means is
that in the deepest recesses of the mind, the most fundamental field of the
eighth consciousness is thoroughly cleansed and purified. It is called ‘clear
and pure consciousness’ because it is free of defilements. Such a state is subtle
and wonderful.

“Only with utmost diligence and singleness of purpose.” All that you
have to do is to be vigorous and concentrate single-mindedly. “May one
grasp the doctrine of the Mean.” Have genuine faith and maintain the
Middle Way, always abiding by it. The so-called ‘Middle Way’ is the complete
meaning. As Buddhism defines the Middle Way as the ‘complete meaning’,
there is essentially no Middle Way. What then is the ‘Middle Way’? Basically,
it is not something tangible but a state of perfection where everything is just
right. “Not being partial is called the ‘Middle’ (1zhong); not changing is
called ‘moderation’ (JHyong)” — this is the doctrine of the Mean.”

2 To be continued

ERGCHEGCNES, ERCAEGNEE, FTREBELME. ERKEFORE, Fovkd., REFnEE, LAZNR
FhE. RATHWER, ROEHOBRT, FHEERLRERT, FATOREE BN RERIKET .

Good roots are another name for your Dharma-body and your wisdom. Good roots are the firm foundation which comes from cultivation. A good

foundation causes your Dharma-body to manifest, your wisdom to increase, and your inherent real mark prajfia to function again.
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