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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Father of His Country— George Washington
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on February 12, 1988
English Translation by Wei Zhang
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George Washington was the founding president of America. He was a wise and capable
leader. Born in 1732, he studied diligently in his youth and had a loyal and honest
nature. He first worked as a surveyor before joining the war between Great Britain and
France in colonizing Canada. Due to his successes in battles, he was promoted to the
rank of Major. At that time, Britain imposed oppressive policies on the residents of
their colonies. However, the people of the thirteen states in North America were imbued
with the spirit of freedom and independence. The Stamp Act became the catalytic
incendiary spark and war was declared against Britain with George Washington as the
Commander-in-Chief. The war lasted for seven years before they eventually declared
victory, and established the United States of America. The country is governed by three
independent and cooperative branches, namely the legislative, the executive and the

judiciary, as a check and balance mechanism to promote good governance and policies.

With his duties as Commander fulfilled, Washington retired and returned to his
hometown and made his own living. However, shortly thereafter, he was elected as
the first President. During his term in office, he worked hard for a good and efficient
government, and established the democracy, liberty and equality for the people. He
was re-elected as President for a second term. However, when nominated again for a
third term, he firmly declined and retired. He passed away on December 14th in 1799.
In memory of his contributions, Americans named the capital after him, hailed him as

Father of the Country and every year commemorate his birthday.

JUNE 2016 VaJra Booi Sea 113



2§ > ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

o1
=

AL R BRI AR - B A
{4 I ZE BRI + P LURAE £ IR A
ERLUE - RS ELIES - FET
BTSRRI SHAA
A -

£ f UE 2 AR WS 1T 0 DL E
BIIEPY B B+ — R T A T L
HIR - MRS BTN STRAR A
I B ETHE + (9 LUEAR A 22 07555
FMER S AR (EEEE
A - A TR« ER
A » BB AR - IR
6~ R - QB IERE - S EiE
WEHEE  BRERITENEE A
% -

BT AWHAPEMEA - %
AR R R M - R T R
F - A BFAARP ? RN B EPE
Fil2s - BHAFREEARP - R
o RR(RE? RPFR - M FNEE
HE S TP - TR - E AR -
FLEF - $T3258 » IR T 2 3t
BT TR e TR FEREE
——ABF BEE - RTRA  SET
i AN RZEIRAIIGE - FaE T B
B AT PRI R A -
AT R LM E AN, BT R+
L+ FNE A BRI -

5 R PSR AT »
WERBIESINER - AP AD -
TREEE R CEE) - SE A Ear
BRI FRE » (FLLENTER Bk 4
GIBMP R - AR
Yt 48 5 ) S R+ LR
K% - FEH - RATHES  BF
K- AE T -

— R E S - KHERIA - B —
RIS EI 2B TR o SR
r S U S (A O » TR A4
WER 2 R - E A B
T

Hik

s

14| SBIERE —o—7"ENA

Commentary:

Now we are talking about the founder of America. The name of this great man
is George Washington. That is why there are Washington Streets or Washington
Avenues all over the country. Of course when he was alive, there were not so
many “Washingtons.” His name proliferated after his death. Fortunately he’s not
actually here haunting us; otherwise everybody would be afraid of him.

Washington was a virtuous and intelligent leader who emphasized practicing
what one preaches and led by example. In general, citizens have always sincerely
and wholeheartedly admired him. Although he was a military man, he didn’t
oppress people with the power of his army. His virtue won over the hearts of the
people and he led the country and its citizens in the right direction so that all
could have comfortable and stable livelihoods. A suitable job with a decent salary
will enable people to have enough food and clothing and to sleep well. If they do
not have enough food to eat or clothes to keep them warm, they will not “sleep
tight.” The best way for a national leader to govern his country is to provide the
citizens with basic security and the comforts of food, clothing, and shelter.

At that time Britain and France were both competing to colonize Canada.
It was a war of self-interest, fought for self-benefit. Why are there wars in the
world? It is because of conflicts of self-interests. If everybody would not fight
against each other, the world would be at peace. What should we not fight for?
We shouldn’t fight for personal interests. But the human race is greedy. They like
fighting with one another, seeking advantages, cheating, being selfish, benefiting
themselves and lying to each other. Ultimately, what is it for? It is for the “self-
interest.” This drive is very powerful. Whenever there is “self-interest,” there
is harm. Fighting for self-interest brings great suffering to one’s countrymen.
Hence, Mencius said, “In the name of fighting for land, human flesh is devoured.
When territorial disputes lead to fighting, the bodies of slaughtered men fill the
fields; when the struggle for a city leads to fighting, many corpses fill the city.”
Thus these warzone places metaphorically “devour” human flesh.

When Britain and France fought over the “fat piece of meat” called Canada,
Washington was with the British army. He was promoted to the rank of Major
because of his successes in battles. After the war, Britain tried to oppress the
people for its own self-interest and unilaterally introduced the Stamp Act, which
was the spark that ignited the war with the Americans. Washington led the
Americans in the fight and was elected Commander-in-Chief. They declared
war against Britain over its oppressive inequality, lack of freedom, and injustice.
The war ended in victory after seven years.

Most chief commanders or generals will bask in the glory of the prestige,
power, and position that comes after a victory. However, Washington understood
the underlying principle of how to be an upright person, so after the glorious
success of his commission, he followed the principle of Heaven, and retired and

retreated to his farm to support himself.
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