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Editor's note: A portion of the first chapter of 7he Sutra of the Past Vows of

Earthstore Bodhisattva with Commentary was inadvertently left out of the Vajra

Bodhi Sea publication of this sutra. In issues 547-551, we published the missing

portion. Beginning with this issue, we will continue where we left off. In this

portion, the Venerable Master Hua is giving some background on Manjushri

Bodhisattva.
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This Bodhisattva is not a Bodhisattva. What is he?
He is a Buddha. In the past, he became a Buddha
named Superior Venerated Dragon-Seed King.

Well, he became a Buddha in the past, is he
not a Buddha now? He is currently also a Buddha.
What is his present name? He is the Buddha
Treasury of Happiness and Accumulation of Mani
Gems and his land in the north is called World
of Happiness. Thus, Manjushri Bodhisattva is
Buddha Accumulation of Mani Gems. Although
he is a Buddha, he chooses to turn the boat of
compassion around, to hide the great and appear
as the small, and so he’s come here as Bodhisattva
Manjushri.

According to the Lotus Sutra, Manjushri
Bodhisattva is the master of Shakyamuni Buddha’s
master. How can that be? Well, the Buddha
Light from Sun, Moon, and Lamps had eight
sons. The youngest became the Buddha Burning
Lamp. The Buddha Burning Lamp’s master was
Dharma Master Wonderful Light. And who
was Dharma Master Wonderful Light? He was
Manjushri Bodhisattva. Shakyamuni Buddha was
the Buddha Burning Lamp’s disciple; he received
the prediction for Buddhahood from the Buddha
Burning Lamp and became a Buddha in this life.
In terms of generations, Manjushri Bodhisattva is
much more senior than Shakyamuni Buddha. He
is the grand-master of Shakyamuni Buddha. And
yet now, Shakyamuni Buddha is a Buddha and
Manjushri Bodhisattva is Shakyamuni Buddha’s
disciple.

See how Bodhisattvas do not hang onto any
outer signs at alll For them, there are no such

distinctions as big or small, high or low. When
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I lectured on the Vajra Sutra, 1 often told you that “The Dharma is egalitarian,
devoid of highs and lows.” Here and now in this location I am explaining the
Sutras and it is quite possible that among us there are those who were my teachers
in the past or those who were my disciples in the past. Among those of you here
studying the Buddhadharma, some may study to the point that they truly gain the
Way, truly develop virtue, awaken early and become Buddhas. If that happens,
then it’s quite possible that I may bow to you as my teacher. What goes on within
Buddhism is quite inconceivable and ineffable. Because of that, the wonder of
Wonderful Virtue, Wonderful Auspiciousness is right here with us now! For those
who understand that, then “What is apart from all outer signs is all Dharma.” For
those who don’t understand, then “Attaching to outer signs, we are wrong in every
way; indulging in non-doing, we sink into emptiness.”

In my explanation of Sutras, I simply explain whatever comes up in the text.
Sometimes my explanations cause the heavens to shatter and the earth to quake.
I do not care if the sky collapses or the earth caves in. I pay no attention to
any of that. There isn’t anything at all. All dharmas are without a self, without
others, without living beings, and without life spans. What is the flourishing of
the Buddhadharma? What is the decline of the Buddhadharma? How can there
be a Proper Dharma age and a Dharma-ending age? They do not exist. Everything
is false. Some say, “Dharma Master, your talk confuses me.” I mean to confuse
you! If you think you already understand, you will not listen to my explanation of
Sutras. So! I will continue this confusing explanation of the Sutra.

Bodhisattva Mahasattva. Mahasattva is a great Bodhisattva. Who is this great
Bodhisattva? He is Manjushri Bodhisattva. Shakyamuni Buddha asks Manjushri
Bodhisattva, “As you regard these Buddhas who have come to the heavenly
palace and the Bodhisattvas, gods, dragons, ghosts, and spirits from this
world and other worlds, from this land and other lands who are now gathered
in the Trayastrimsha Heaven, do you know how many of them there are?”
Do you know how many Buddhas have come to the palace in the Trayastrimsha
Heaven to listen to me speak the Earth Store Sutra? How many Bodhisattvas?
How many ghosts and spirits? Are you clear on the exact number? Why do I ask
you? Because you have great wisdom, true wisdom and wisdom that thoroughly
penetrates the source of the Dharma. Now let me ask you, do you know how

many? Tell me! Please respond.

Sutra:

Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, even if I were to measure
and reckon with my spiritual powers for a thousand eons, I would not be
able to know how many of them there are.” The Buddha told Manjushri,
“Regarding them with my Buddha Eye, I also cannot count them all. Those
beings have been taken across, are being taken across, will be taken across,
have been brought to accomplishment, are being brought to accomplishment,
or will be brought to accomplishment by Earth Store Bodhisattva throughout
many eons.” Manjushri said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, I have
cultivated good roots for a long time and have certified to unobstructed
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wisdom. s0To be continued
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