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Vigor, Vigor, and More Vigor
—In Memory of Dharma Master Jin Shang
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By Editorial Staff

English Translation by Shramanerica Gwo He

20024 » Ry ZEiE » AT bIRAMRE[E
AT80S Y R R B S e 1, - &
EI?}E%F':WEI’WE TR IR FISE RS
iﬂlﬁﬁiﬁ © A2 E] > FEH KXFEEIATE
oo SRR B DL S WAV A S T S
BN o HE - MHIRERAE 19994 R BRI+
(£ AR e I K =t (AN A R
FEEM T RE AR EE S S METT > IR Rttty
R LER » 2R UIER B EAEE
PR

EEPRSERACZN NS
AFEEAK  N2INEMREE - W BT
R EEF 0 IEMEHA 2R -
RNy Vi - ERE AT E o A
It > M2 T E S B R S (AP T
2T o RIbH R ﬁﬂ\@é%“l“ﬁ%ié\
T TR RN, > (SRR > B

DHAaRMA REALM NEws r;f R B

In 2002, in order to fulfill his filial duty, Dharma Master Jin Shang accompanied
his nearly 80-year-old mother to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to bow the
10,000 Buddhas Jeweled Repentance bowing session. He had retired and planned
to tour the United States after the bowing session. However, after attending this
first bowing session in his lifetime, he was filled with Dharma bliss and a sense of
belonging beyond words. In fact, when his mother attended the bowing session
in 1999, she transferred the merit and virtue to her oldest son, wishing he would
make the resolve to leave the home-life at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. This
was because her second son, Dharma Master Heng Chiang, and his whole family,
a total of four people, all left the home life at CTTB.

Given his rare and supreme experience at the bowing session, Dharma Master
Jin Shang came the following year for the bowing session as well. He applied for a
long-term residency at CT'TB. In his third year at CTTB, he left the home life, just
as his mother had wished. He became a shraminera with the Dharma name Qin
Shan, and style name Jin Shang. In retrospect, one could say that his leaving home
was due to the Dharma door of the 10,000 Buddhas Repentance. After leaving
home, he attended the bowing session for over 10 years in a row. He was never

late nor did he leave early during the bowing session, even when he had difficulties
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moving around. His vigor was admirable. His mother encouraged him to
cultivate “with vigor and more vigor”. He never forgot his mother’s words
for him. Hence, “Cultivate with vigor and more vigor” became his motto for
spiritual cultivation.

Dharma Master Jin Shang was fully ordained in 2005. In addition to his
more than 10 years of bowing repentance, he never missed any recitation,
ceremony, or retreat in the Buddha Hall. His spirit was energetic when reciting
the Avatamsaka Sutra in the Buddha Hall in order to pronounce every word
clearly to the ear. He also had his own daily practices such as bowing to the
Sutra and reciting Amitabha’s name. He was very focused and patient when
bowing to the Sutra with slow and gentle movement. Even though he was
getting on in years, he was extraordinarily vigorous and made great progress in
samadi. His eyes were bright and piercing.

On the morning of the completion day of the two-week Amitabha session
in 2013, he suddenly passed out and was sent to the emergency room. His life
was saved from the verge of death. The doctor told him that his lungs were not
functioning well, and he would have to carry an oxygen tank around with him
to prevent precarious situations. His physical strength began deteriorating
a great deal and he had to use an electric wheelchair. However, all these
problems didn’t stop his resolve for vigorous cultivation. People saw him in
his wheelchair, going back and forth between Tathagata Monastery and the
Buddha Hall, and saw him participate in Buddha Hall recitations and the
circumambulations with his oxygen tank.

Last March, Dharma Master Jin Shang attended the Guan Yin session
despite his physical weakness. After the completion of the session, he
contracted pneumonia and was hospitalized again. Doctors said that only
one tenth of his lungs were functioning and he didn’t have much time left
in this world. The day before he passed away, the Dharma Masters of the
Tathagata Monastery visited him in the hospital. He remained fully conscious
and went on talking and laughing. This made it all the more unexpected when
the doctor claimed he should be transferred to hospice the next day. Abbot
Lyu compassionately decided to take him back to the Tathagata Monastery so
that people could recite Amitabha’s name for him. Dharma Master Jin Shang
passed away peacefully during the recitation of Amitabha’s name. When people
cleansed his body, they found that even though it was cold, his head was still a
little warm. This shows that vigorous cultivation is never undertaken in vain.

Dharma Master Jin Shang manifested for us that life is impermanent.
Our physical body in this Saha world is not reliable. Only vigorous cultivation
can get us an indestructible vajra body, rather than this not-so-solid flesh body.

The following verse is to commemorate Dharma Master Jin Shang:

You have a compassionate nature with supreme wholesomeness just like water;
We wish you a quick attainment toward an indestructible body.
How can the wonderful fruition be achieved?

It will only be achieved through vigorous and more vigorous cultivation. &





