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Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, all Dharma b ERE - B A - BALEET - &
Masters, all Dharma protectors, and fellow Dharma friends, good £ ~ &5k » e E4F - S RIS B R
evening. Tonight I would like to say why the City of Ten Thousand & {(f5 EL I S FR AR AN LS B » B — = 4F
Buddhas is so special to me. I would say everything fell into place a  FE 2w figiyed 15 > 1% » BT A E BRI H
year after my near death experience in 2013. I encountered many oo B8 FBTE S IS R ER 5 B
wake-up calls along the way. Those experiences summed up my topic S e B SR

“ t:/?cfth tc')f the incidents took place while I was working in the NETETEYT » S AL EI A

EEEE - — R AR RS EIEEE > i
{REEARM T PR e P+ — BT A K
B HREREEEEXRT - EEER LR
to enter the General Tripitaka Room but I entered anyway. I felt some R ZEI - A — SR SRRSO R
mixed emotions started to play inside me and when I entered into the B BEAREEREC » PEEREE -
Dragon Tripitaka Room, that was what struck me the most. I broke (s > P AREE C#E TS 5
down crying so hard. At that time, I was still unsure what was going TR EVEANMIREET > AR EEH
on. The next day, the Dharma Master asked me what happened, I &t @ " FIRFNZHT < |

DRBU Library. Everything began with this particular incident when
a Dharma Master toured me around the Library and she was so kind

to bring me in into the Tripitaka Room. At first, I was very reluctant
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spontaneously said, I found my HOME.

When I took up the job in the library, one of my jobs was to be in-charge
of the Vajra Bodhi Sea section. During that period of re-arranging the monthly
journals, many of the Venerable Master’s verses just appeared to me one after

another. Here is one of the many verses that popped up to me.

All things pass by in their own time

but a bad temper is truly hard to change

If you can really not get angry

then you have found a priceless treasure

Once you stop putting blame on others

then everything goes your way

And if you never let your mind get afflicted,

karma born of hatred won’t return to trouble you

But if you always dwell on other’ faults you only prove
that your own suffering has not yet reached its end.

Each line has its strong message to me, so true and so profound. I won’t deny
that I am still struggling trying to put what I've learned into practice.

I have several roles to fulfill being here in the City. My family is my first
priority. Without them I wouldn’t be here. Being a wife is the most challenging
part. That was what lead me into Buddhism. Thank you Steve for your patience
and understanding. Somehow, the verse has been my main guide, my mentor
toward my role as a wife, my role as a mother, as a volunteer and my role as a
disciple. I found it very helpful, especially being part of this community here at
the City.

In 2014 I started to seriously learn from the Venerable Master’s teaching. I
read most of his books and I listened to the audio recording of his Dharma talks
and commentaries. I started to attend most of the daily ceremonies and memorize
them. By putting all of his teachings into practice I realized that to be a good
human being, I need effort and faith to change from the deviant to the proper.
Because of all the defilements planted life after life due to my ignorance, I failed
to recognize my own faults and kept blaming others, taking what is true and to
be false, and what is right to be wrong. I was rather confused. The biggest lesson
I learned from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua is to be kind and compassionate.
These were the two values I was lacking,.

I recall back to the incident when I was awake in the ICU after a major
operation for my aneurysm, I saw a person in a red sash and as he came closely to
me, I recognized him as our current Abbot. Very naturally, I tried to get up and
put my palms together to pay my respects. He only said these two words three
times before being chased out by the medical staff. “Be kind and compassionate”,
“Remember” was his final word. These two words spoken three years ago, and 1
questioned it a lot, why just these two words? I finally understand it now.

I used to consider myself a very righteous person. I always wanted to be right
and prove others wrong! My weakness was that I kept pointing out others’ wrong

doings and discussing the faults of others. My ignorance told me it’s ok and I
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was just doing them a favor. Without realizing, I was just the same as them.

Here’s another quote from the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua:

Truly recognize your own faults,
And don’t discuss the faults of others,
Others faults are just my own:

Being one with everyone is Great Compassion.

I truly felt Venerable Master’s great compassion. He saved my life twice.
He not only saved my life but enabled me to live like a normal person. A
miracle happened when my insurance card arrived when I was admitted
into the hospital. This took care of all my medical bills which were now in
6 figures.

I felt truly blessed and grateful for all the things that he has done for
me. He knew how confused I was in the past. I would say all my past karmic
offenses could easily fill up the entire empty space. His acts of kindness and
compassion, really transformed me. How could I repay his kindness? My
gratitude towards the Venerable Master and to everyone here has been my
main force to keep me moving forward : to do my best in all areas, such
as to be in service for others, to put in practice what I have learned and to
cultivate diligently.

One of his phrases, which is, “Everything is O.K.!” has been a very
useful “tool” for me to counteract my own afflictions. Instead of becoming
afflicted over things that didn’t go my way or a conflict or even an unpleasant
incident. Well, such things do happen here in the City, I would say it’s not
easy to endure but I am sure if I am content and just have faith in Venerable

Master’s teachings I'll be on the right path to end my own sufferings.
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This Way Place was not created by
Venerable Master to be a nice, quiet and
peaceful where everything goes smoothly
without any conflicts and free from all
defilements. If really such a place was
created, then we dont have much to
learn. This Way Place is a place where we
can all learn and reflect from one another
and learn how to be selfless, getting rid of
the “I”, “Me” and “Mine”. All Dharma
taught by Venerable Master is a tool for
us to sharpen our Vajra Prajna, to upkeep
our morals, to uphold our precepts and
strengthen our Samadhi, so that we aren’t
easily moved by states. Such a conducive
place to cultivate the Bodhisattva Path is
nowhere to be found except here.

The Venerable Master set himself as an
example for me to see how he used kindness
and compassion to cross over living beings.
He sees us as future Buddhas. Each living
being has the Buddha nature and can
become Buddhas. I once experienced a
flashback when in 2014 I saw everyone
illuminating bright lights from within
during the 10,000 Buddhas Repentance.
This concluded my understanding that we
are all the same. No different. We are all
of one substance. I also experienced seeing
myself in each and every one of you. A
reflection of me being in all corners kept
reminding me to reflect from within.

Besides working in the DRBU Library,
I am also one of the ushers in the Buddha
Hall during Dharma assemblies. My duty
is to assist the visitors in all the activities
during the assemblies to make sure that
things run smoothly. Being an usher I
apply kindness and compassion to all
visitors who came here from afar. All the
way from their home to pay homage to the
Triple Jewel and Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua and taking their vacation to attend
the Dharma assemblies is something that
I truly respect and rejoice.

I also assist some elderly nuns to their
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doctor’s visit from time to time. Being able to be in service to them is my great
honor. From them, I learned about old age and sickness. Seeing them going
through their pain and agony and yet diligently cultivate really inspired me to
keep moving forward in my practice.

In July 2014, I had the opportunity to receive the Transmission of
Bodhisattva Lay Precepts. All the preceptees were required to attend the
5-day intensive course. Day by day, I felt like an onion with its skin being
pulled off layer by layer, until I could see my original self. In the past I had a
different view of what precepts are. But now, I understand their importance.
Precepts act as a guideline to keep us on right track towards achieving ultimate
liberation. To be a Bodhisattva is far difficult without all these precepts set out
by the Buddha.

After listening to all the explanation from different Dharma Masters on
each precept, I realized that I have violated most of the precepts being taught.
I felt deep remorse and shame. My ignorance used to tell me “a little bit is
OK”. What I didn’t know was that it all starts from a little bit here, a little bit
there and soon it will become big, not “a little” anymore.

Upon the completion of the transmission of the Lay Bodhisattva Precepts,
I felt very different. I wasn’t like who I used to be. Everyone was so happy;
their eyes were filled with joy. But not for me. My feeling was rather neutral
and both my shoulders felt heavy. A great sense of commitment and huge
responsibility to be, to do and to think like a Bodhisattva, all of a sudden
overwhelming. At that point of time, I felt like a brand new ME entering into
a whole new world. A new chapter of my life has begun since then.

I really treasure all my experiences which money cannot buy. I have
shared with my daughter, Abigail, what I have been through in the past. Most
importantly she is aware of what is right and what is wrong, what is proper
and what is deviant and realizes the law of cause and effect, which means
what goes around comes around. This year will be her last year in Developing
Virtue Secondary School. She will be graduating soon in June. And she has
decided which university she is going to and what major she is going to take.
My advice to her is no matter what she does in the future, she has to make sure
that the end result is to benefit others.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge her for being such a
good daughter all this while. She has this unique personality which is totally
the opposite of me... quiet and gentle. She is the one who brought love into
my life. To love myself and to love others. To Steve, thank you for being such
a caring, loving and responsible father to Abigail. All your effort paid off.

Last but not least, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua for creating such a unique Way Place. A City
within a city where monks and nuns stay together with lay people from all
walks of life in a large community learning and cultivating the Buddhadharma
together on this sacred land. From all the experiences I have had throughout
my stay here in the City since July 2010, I conclude that I have found a place
that I can call HOME. &
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