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Sutra:
After the first King of Awe-Inspiring
Sound Thus Come One passed into
stillness and the Proper Dharma ended,
Bhikshus

influence during the Dharma Image Age.

arrogant assumed great
At that time, there was a Bodhisattva
Bhikshu by the name of Never-Slighting.

Commentary:

After the first Thus Come One King
of Awe-Inspiring Sound passed into
stillness and the Proper Dharma Age
ended, arrogant Bhikshus assumed great
influence during the Dharma Image
Age. Those arrogant Bhikshus had great
influence. They were very haughty and
considered themselves to be the greatest,
above everyone else, and of the highest
status. They especially liked to scramble for
fame and fortune; therefore they had very
great influence.

At that time, there was a Bodhisattva
Bhikshu by the name of Never-Slighting.
Why was he called a Bodhisattva Bhikshu?
Because he practiced the Bodhisattva Way.

His name was called Never-Slighting.

Sutra:

Great Strength, what are the causes and
conditions for the Bhikshu to be named
Never-Slighting? Whomever he met, be
it a Bhikshu, Bhikshuni, Upasaka, or
Upasika, he would bow to them and
praise them, saying: “I deeply respect
you. I dare not slight you. Why is this?
Because all of you are practicing the
Bodhisattva Way, and shall become
Buddhas.”

Commentary:

Great Strength, what are the causes
and conditions for the Bhikshu to be
named Never-Slighting? Whomever
he met, be it a Bhikshu, Bhikshuni,

Upasaka, or Upasika, he would bow
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to them and praise them. No matter where he was, upon seeing any Bhikshu,
Bhikshuni, Upasaka or Upasika, he would respectfully bow to them and praise
them.

Originally a Bhikshu does not bow to Bhikshunis or laypeople, but why did
this Bodhisattva Never-Slighting bow to Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas?
Because he was willing to practice the Bodhisattva Way. This Bodhisattva did not
have a mark of self; he was of one substance with others, and was free from the
marks of self, of others, of living beings, and of life spans.

If he had no mark of self, others, living beings, or life span, then wouldn’t his
bowing to others be having marks? Although his behavior shows his having marks,
he actually has no marks. Why? If he had attachments to marks, he wouldn’t have
bowed. Why didn’t those arrogant Bhikshus cultivate the practice of bowing? It
was simply because they had a mark of self. The Bodhisattva Never-Slighting was
free from the mark of self and had already “emptied” himself; therefore he bowed
to other Bhikshus, Bhikshunis, Upasakas and Upasikas. Upon seeing those of the
fourfold assembly he would bow to them and praise them without exception.
How did he praise them?

Saying: “I deeply respect you. I dare not slight you. Why is this? Because
all of you are practicing the Bodhisattva Way, and shall become Buddhas.”
All of you are those who practice the Bodhisattva Way. Bhikshus and Bhikshunis
practice the Bodhisattva Way and so do Upasakas and Upasikas. You practice
the Way that Bodhisattvas cultivate to benefit yourself and others. Because you

practice the Bodhisattva Way, you shall become Buddhas very soon.

Sutra:

But this Bhikshu did not just devote himself to reading and reciting Sutras,
he also practiced bowing to the point that even when he saw the fourfold
assembly from afar, he would approach them, bow to them and praise them,

saying: “I dare not slight you, because you all shall become buddhas.”

Commentary:

But this Bhikshu did not just devote himself to reading and reciting Sutras,
he also practiced bowing to the point that even when he saw the fourfold
assembly from afar, he would approach them, bow to them and praise them,
saying: “I dare notsslight you, because you all shall become buddhas.” However
this Bhikshu Never-Slighting did not just merely devote himself to reading and
reciting sutras, he also wanted to practice the Bodhisattva Way. He bowed to
the other members of the fourfold assembly all day long. Even when he traveled
to other places, whenever he met any Bhikshu, Bhikshuni, Upasaka, or Upasika
from afar, he would still walk over and bow to that person. Then he would say
in praise, “I dare not slight you, because all of you shall become Buddhas.” You
see, this Bodhisattva practiced the Bodhisattva Way that was really not easy to do.
Which one of us ordinary people can do this? He bowed to left-home people as
well as laypeople, cultivating the Bodhisattva Way which others are not capable

of practicing.

£ To be continued
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