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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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His poems are like paintings,

and his paintings, poetic
— Wang Wei (continued)
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Lecture by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 9, 1987

English Translation by Frank Liu
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‘Wang had the high position of the prime minister, which was a great
honor; however, he fell short of wisdom, and therefore, he could
not prevent the rebellion from happening. This was because that
he lacked wisdom. Lacking wisdom, he was full of indecision and
procrastination. Therefore, after the An’ rebel army approached, Wang
did not follow the emperor on the journey of flecing (to Sichuan). He
did not know what to do then.

Due to his indecisiveness, when the Emperor Ming of Tang fled
the capital city, Wang Wei didn’t follow him. Maybe it was because he
thought the rebellion would succeed and he would be able to maintain
his status, or maybe he wanted to flee, but didn’t have enough time to
flee (before the rebels overtook the capital). Nevertheless, he did not
fulfill his duty and act as a loyal subject to his country. This was his
“wrong move” on the “chessboard” of life.

Not only did he lack loyalty for his country, he also lacked loyalty
for his friends. Maybe it was because of his jealousy that he didn’t
recommend his friend, Meng Haoran, to the emperor to assist in
governing the country. Maybe he had to make this decision. Thus he
didn’t make the most of his opportunity to recommend his friend.

In his old age, he went into seclusion and pondered over his
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mistakes. He constantly recited the Buddha’s name, and often made offerings
to the Triple Jewel. He repented and reformed himself before the Buddha.
Venerable Master Shenhui saw that he was learned, so he asked Wang Wei to
compose an inscription to be carved on a stone tablet for the Sixth Patriarch.

As he felt his last breath drawing near, he requested a brush and wrote a
letter of farewell to his relatives and friends. When he was done, he flung the
brush aside and passed away. The fact that he knew the exact time at which he
would die proved that he had accumulated a certain level of merit and virtue
and reached a certain level of cultivation. He was famous for his Wangchuan
Collection, which circulated around the world.

Throughout his life, regardless of his actions, he did not make too grave a

mistake, so I composed a verse in praise of him.

A Praise Says:

Cultivating merit and virtue for many lives,
He became a high-ranking officer.

Excelling as a poet and a painter,

He mastered writing early in life.

He obeyed his mother’s will,

Donating his family’s property to the temple.
Throwing away his brush as he passed on,

He was an outstanding person.

Commentary:

Cultivating merit and virtue for many lives. He cultivated in his past lives
and planted many roots of goodness.

He became a high-ranking officer. In this lifetime he became a prime
minister but couldn’t live up to the position. Since he was incapable of being
a good prime minister, he turned to poetry and painting while being in that
position.

Excelling as a poet and a painter, he mastered writing early in life. He
could write when he was young; whether he was good at it or not, that is another
matter. However, he was willing to correct his faults.

He obeyed his mother’s will. He followed his mother’s will.

Donating his family’s property to the temple. His mother was resourceful
and effective in teaching him Buddhism. His mother used correct and resourceful
methods in influencing him towards having faith in Buddhism. After she passed
away, Wang Wei donated his house to the temple.

Throwing away his brush as he passed on, he was an outstanding person.
He passed away after putting down his brush. It’s hard to find a person like him

throughout history.

s To be continued
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