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TheTwenty-Third Patriarch,
Venerable Haklena (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 6, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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But even if your mind is turned by the myriad states, at the place of turning you can perceive
the esoteric. However, it is possible for you to find the wonder when in the midst of turning. The
“esoteric” is an inconceivable state; a wonderful place.

There are several Buddhist sayings that describe this:

“Seeing phenomena and understanding phenomena,
we can transcend the world.

Seeing phenomena and being confused by phenomena,
we will fall into rebirth.”

“Only our eyes see forms; inside there is nothing.

Only our ears hear sounds; our mind does not register them.”
“When our mind moves, hundreds of phenomena arise.
When our mind stops, the myriad matters cease to be.”
“Stopping our mind and cutting off thoughts,

we know true wealth and honor.

Completely severing selfish desires,

we become a true field of blessings.”

These all describe the meaning of the Patriarch’s verse. The essential point is that the mind
should not be turned by any of the myriad states that arise. The myriad phenomena are all
speaking the Dharma for us. There isn’t anything in this world that isn’t a Dharma-lesson. It just
remains to be seen if we are able to listen. If we understand, then our mind will be able to influence
states of being. If we fail to understand, then we will be influenced by states of being.

If we pursue fame and seek for profit, we are being turned by states.

Fame and fortune are petty things, yet so many people want them.
Birth and death is the great matter, but no one pays attention.
Purity is a blessing, but most do not think so.
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Afflictions create offenses, and yet people crave them.

Every household has its own problems: there are contention and quarrelling, afflictions
and difficulties, hassles, and struggles. They’re all part of a big noisy mess. But if we can
be clear about what’s going on while right in the midst of it, knowing, “Ah! The myriad
creatures are speaking the Dharma!” Then all these bothersome things become expedient
Dharma-doors to help us “confront states without a mind,” so that we “turn the states” and
don’t let ourselves get turned instead. We must have true wisdom and concentration-power
to do that. Its at the place of the mind’s turning that one can enter an inconceivable state
of being.

If you can, in following that flow, come to recognize your nature, then you accord
with mundane matters and yet understand your own nature. You realize that your own
nature does not come into being or cease to be; is neither defiled nor pure; will not increase
or decrease. Your own nature is pure and unhindered. We cannot just say such things, we
must truly experience them. We must truly get the message in order for it to count.

“Following the flow” does not mean that we go along with the crowd and try to satisfy
our craving for objects of the five desires. We need to accord with conditions but not change;
not change yet accord with conditions. That is stated in our three great guidelines. What are

the three great guidelines?

Freezing to death, we do not scheme.
Starving to death, we do nor beg.
Dying of poverty, we ask for nothing.

Those are the three. The motto continues:

We accord with conditions, but do not change.
We do not change, yet accord with conditions.
We adbere firmly to our Three Great Principles.
We renounce our lives to do the Buddha’s work.
We mould our destinies as our basic duty.
We rectify our lives to fulfill the Sangha’s role.
Encountering specific matters, we understand the principles.
Understanding the principles, we apply them to specific matters.
We carry on the single pulse of the Patriarchs mind-transmission.
s0To be continued
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Why was Venerable Haklena constantly being followed by a flock of cranes? 7he Record of the Dharma Transmission of the True Lineage tells the following

story: Haklena further asked the twenty-second Patriarch, “Although I know that these birds depend on me, I don’t understand why. Could you tell me?”

The Great Master said, “In the past, in the fourth kalpa you once were a virtuous bhikshu with 500 disciples. Every time when you were invited to the

Dragon Palace to receive an offering of food, you used to go there without them, since you thought they did not yet deserve food from the dragons. Your
disciples were taken aback — When the master speaks Dharma he says, “Food is all the same, just as dharmas are the same.” So why is he going to the meal
by himself? Thereafter, they always followed you and, due to your virtue, did not have anything to worry about. When you passed away, they too passed
away one by one. But as a retribution for having partaken, with insufficient virtue, food offered by the dragons, they all became birds. Thus, now in the fifth

kalpa they have become red-crowned cranes. The current situation is due to your affinities as master and disciples.” &
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