ik AR RELLAREZ (LR ARE) %5 GAFIE
— &t AR % ASUTHAETHE o
Editor's note: A portion of the first chapter of The Sutra of the Past Vows of
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ﬁ‘ CC/) ,7,7; g tb Earthstore Bodpisattva with Commentary was inadvertently left out of the Vazjra

” :{ 16 B B Bodpi Sea publication of this sutra. Starting with issue 547, we are publishing the
o éﬂ T E R missing portion in installments.
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@é % — AT - heaven don’t have the afflictions of views or

N

thoughts. Those afflictions have been cut off.
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What are afflictions from views and thoughts?

Views happen when we are greedy for something.
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Thoughts are discriminations that lack clarity
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and understanding. Here, the afflictions due to
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views and thoughts are gone, so these beings
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do not experience the heat of those afflictions.
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They do not feel suffering or bliss. In a state
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where both suffering and bliss have ended, they
have no impetus to contend, so that affliction is
gone as well. Devoid of those afflictions, theirs

is a cool and refreshing existence, named the No
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Affliction Heaven.

The No Heat Heaven. Heat refers to heated
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heated afflictions. The Good Views Heaven.
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What does this mean? Those in this Heaven
enjoy views that are vast and far. They can see a
long way away.

The Good Manifestation Heaven. This

is a very subtle and wonderful transformation
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that manifests all the joyful states. The Ultimate
Form Heaven. The heavens described above

are all heavens of the Form Realm. This is the
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Ultimate Form Heaven.

The Maheshvara Heaven. “Maheshvara” is
a Sanskrit name that means “Heaven of Great
Self-Mastery. The great self-mastery god has eight
arms, three heads and rides on a great white ox.

That's why he thinks he’s achieved self-mastery.
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The Maheshvara Heaven is also called the Heaven of Great Self-Mastery.
Among these ten heavens described above, the No Thought Heaven is
where externalists and demons in the heavens abide. The other nine heavens
are the Fourth Dhyana Heavens. The Fourth Dhyana is called the Level of
Purity Derived from Letting Go of Thoughts. Earlier, we said that the pulse
stops in the First Dhyana, breath stops in the Second Dhyana, thoughts stop
in the Third Dhyana, and the Fourth Dhyana? Thoughts are relinquished.
Thus, it’s called the Level of Purity Derived from Letting Go of Thoughts.
Thoughts are cast off. They no longer exist.

. . and so forth, up to the Heaven of the Station of Neither Thought
nor Non-Thought. This reference to the Heaven of the Station of Neither
Thought Nor Non-Thought includes the Heaven of the Station of Infinite
Space, the Heaven of the Station of Infinite Consciousness, the Heaven
Station of Nothing Whatsoever, and the Heaven of the Station of Neither
Thought Nor Non-Thought. The absence of consciousness is indicated in
the name as nor “Non-Thought”. But nor “Neither Thought” indicates
that it’s not entirely gone. Those in this heaven still have minimal thoughts.
They are not entirely without thought. That’s the meaning of the name
Heaven of the Station of Neither Thought Nor Non-Thought.

All those groups of many gods, many dragons, many ghosts and
spirits came and gathered together for this Dharma assembly in the palace

of the Trayastrimsha Heaven.
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Buddhism has neither school nor sect: no Mahayana, Hinayana, Caodong [Jap. Soto],
Linji [Jap. Rinzai], Yunmen, [Jap. Ummon], Fayan, [Jap. Hogen], or Weiyang [Jap.
Igyo] sect. There is no Chan [Jap. Zen], Teaching, Vinaya, Esoteric [Tantric], or Pure
Land School. The Buddha spoke of the Dharma-realm; he did not divide Buddhism into
Chinese, Japanese, Thai, or Sri Lankan. Those divisions were all made by men who came
after the Buddha who had nothing better to do than go out and look for trouble. Every
school is a door, and where there was originally no distinction, they created sectarianism,
and divided the undivided, universal Buddhadharma. In the undivided Buddhadharma
, each sect claims they built partitions by saying, “My Dharma door is better than yours!
I am from the Soto sect, the very best; the Buddhadharma is here.”

“My Dharma door is better than yours!”Some replied. “Rinzai Zen is the highest.
The Buddhadharma is here.” People are just people and make trouble by bickering over
who is number one and who is number two. What a headache! “My dharma door is not
the same as yours.” Each cries, showing off his spiritual powers and insisting that he is
the best.

“Within the Buddhadharma, what is good and what is bad? The good comes from
the bad, and the bad comes from the good. Don't split things up into high and low.
The Vajra Sutra says, “This Dharma is level and equal with no highs or lows’. The Great
Master the Sixth Patriarch also said, ‘If I said I had a Dharma to give people, I would be
lying to you’. The Dharma absolutely cannot be spoken.” &

— Dharma Quote from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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