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The 10,000 Buddhas Merit and Virtue Project of Avatamsaka Monastery in Calgary,
Canada, is almost 80% complete. Currently, the interior of every medium and large-
sized Buddha statue contain pieces of cloth with a text from the sutras written on
them. These pieces of cloth facilitate the absorption of the plaster, which in turn helps
to smooth the final phases of the Buddha-image making process. Spring Liu, a lay
Dharma Protector (volunteer) of Avatamsaka Monastery, invited many of her friends
to join in this joyous project of making ten thousand Buddha statues.

Prior to her retirement, she worked as a lecturer in the Chinese Language
Department of National Taiwan University and also at its research center jointly
established with Stanford University. In the fall of 1999, she and her husband Feng
Xiu Liang migrated to Calgary. He was formerly the vice president of Yang Ming
Marine Transport Corporation and also Ms Liu’s fellow cultivator. Back then, they
were always on the lookout for Buddhist monasteries where they could seek the
Dharma, but they were unable to find one. Her husband consoled her by saying,
“The Buddha is in our heart, so the monastery can be in our hearts too!” They recited
sutras and cultivated on their own at home. Early one winter morning in 2001,
they opened their window, which was usually tightly-shut in order to block out the
wind. To their surprise, they were greeted with a statue of Guan Yin Bodhisattva that
emitted silver radiance on the rooftop of a building that was not too far away from

them.
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Out of curiosity, both husband and wife went to see it for themselves. They
were pleasantly surprised to discover that it was Avatamsaka Monastery. The
wonderful thing about this was that the statue of Guan Yin Bodhisattva was not
actually on the rooftop, but majestically seated inside the Buddha Hall instead.
Filled with joy, they both exclaimed, “We could not find it when we were searching
for it, but all this while the Buddhist monastery was very close to where we live.
Guan Yin Bodhisattva is kind and compassionate to show us the way like that!”
From then onwards, they were always punctual at Dharma Assemblies, listened to
sutra lectures and the Dharma, deeply absorbing the fruits of the Dharma.

At the end of autumn in 2006, Ms. Liu went for a medical check-up and
discovered that she had a tumor, 2 cm in diameter at her lower abdomen. She took
the doctor’s advice and decided to surgically remove the tumor. She did not tell
the family about her condition, as she did not want to worry them. Instead, she
sincerely prayed to the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas for their protection, and recited
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Universal Door Chapter every day.

On the eve of the surgery, Ms. Liu recited the Universal Door Chapter
throughout the night. As she was falling asleep before dawn, she suddenly felt a
gush of warmth over her lower abdomen, as if someone were touching the area
where the tumor was located. When she opened her eyes, she caught a glimpse of
the back of a woman in white robes floating across the staircase and then vanishing
. The first thing that came to her mind was, “This must be Guan Yin Bodhisattva
coming to help me.”

On the day of the surgery, without the kowledge of her family members, she
went to the hospital with a good friend who was also a nurse. After getting an
X-ray, she waited patiently for her surgery which was scheduled at 10 AM. Due
to an unexpected situation in the operating room involving the patient before her,
Ms. Liu’s surgery was postponed until 2 PM. At noon, when her friend went out
for lunch, the doctor approached her with surprising news, “Your surgery has been
cancelled.” The X-ray taken earlier in the morning showed that the tumor had
already disappeared and there was no longer a need for the surgery.

Ms. Liu was dumbfounded, and immediately remembered the woman in
white she saw at dawn. She wept profusely out of deep gratitude for Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s great kindness and compassion. From that point onwards, her
faith in Buddhism grew much stronger and deeper. She became a loyal Dharma
protector of Avatamsaka Monastery, helping out at the monastery almost every
day. In 2014, both husband and wife took refuge at Avatamsaka Monastery and
officially became the Buddha’s disciples.

After studying Buddhism for many years, what Ms. Liu came to realize is
that, “The more you let go, the more liberated you will be.” Currently, with the
opportunity to participate in the making of the Buddha statues, she is touched
by the sight of Dharma friends from Europe, Asia, Australia and North America
coming together in earnest to participate in this project. She is also grateful to
Avatamsaka Monastery, which allows more Dharma friends to be filled with

Dharma bliss. &
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