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The Inconceivable Experiences of the “First Family”
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Moon Cheung Chang, a Dharma protector of Gold Buddha
Monastery (GBM) in Vancouver, Canada, has an extended
family of twenty-five people from four generations. They
often come together to GBM for Dharma sessions and big
events. They have been dubbed “The First Family” because
of the big number of their family members.

Moon Cheung Chang and his wife Irma Chang
immigrated to Vancouver in 1970. When GBM was first
founded in 1984, Irma came and felt the temple’s atmosphere
was one of true cultivation. It was not a tourist attraction
that provided only incense for people to offer. Irma wanted
to attend the Dharma sessions at that time, but it was not
until her first daughter-in-law arrived in Vancouver to take
care of her grandchildren that she had time to attend GBM’s
Dharma sessions.

Irma Chang took refuge with the Venerable Master Hua
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in 1985 and received the five precepts at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in
1995. She became the only vegetarian member of her family. However, Moon
Cheung’s causes and conditions for studying Buddhism had not yet ripened.
Whenever he went back to his hometown in China, he always invited his
relatives and friends to a restaurant for a feast. They ordered live chicken, duck
and seafood. Moon Cheung always insisted on paying the bill, which perhaps
was one of the reasons why he later became ill, because of the killing karma he
created.

In 2008, Irma went to GBM for a Dharma session on Christmas, but Moon
Cheung and their daughters Rosa and Ana went to a Chinese tea restaurant.
After the meal, Moon Cheung was trembling all over and was immediately sent
to the emergency room. He was hospitalized and spent New Year there. Irma
made a vow that if Moon Cheung could be discharged from hospital before the
Chinese New Year, she would be the repentance host for the 7hree Thousand
Buddbas’ Repentance bowing session at GBM during the new year. Her wish
was fulfilled.

During the bowing session, the two daughters accompanied Moon Cheung
to GBM every day for a meal offering and a merit and virtue dedication session
in the late afternoon. Since then, Rosa and Ana have taken turns leaving work
to accompany their parents to GBM weekly and on the first and the fifteenth
of the lunar calendar each month. When it was time to recite the Earth Store
Sutra, the Dharma Master who taught them how to offer incense told them in
Cantonese that Earth Store Bodhisattva and all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
are inconceivable. However, Rosa and Ana could not understand why or how
they are inconceivable.

Once, Ana happened to read the book 7he Love of Life. She then resolved to
be a vegetarian after reading many stories about the retributions of killing and
eating meat and seafood. Moon Cheung and Rosa also switched to a vegetarian
diet because Ana was the cook of their family. Later in 2009, Moon Cheung,
Irma, Rosa and Ana came to the City of Ten Thousand for the celebration of
Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Birthday. Moon Cheung, Rosa and Ana took precepts
together.

Not long after Moon Cheung went back to Vancouver, he started coughing,
which later turned into pneumonia. After being hospitalized for one month,
he started talking with deceased relatives and friends. Finally he slept for three
or four days without waking up. His body temperature decreased significantly.
His fingernails became black and blue. Doctors gave up hope on him and sent
him to the comfort care unit.

Moon Cheung’s family went to GBM for Bathing the Buddha ceremony
that Sunday. They fed Moon Cheung the water from Bathing the Buddha with
a sponge feeder after coming back from GBM. Unexpectedly, Moon Cheung’s
vital signs and complexion got better. His body temperature rose, his fingernails
were no longer black and blue and his energy returned. When the doctor came
to the hospital the next day, he was surprised to see these Rosa and Ana at the
hospital and asked, “What’s the situation? Why are you still here?”

To everyone’s surprise, after leaving the comfort care, when the nurse took
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off his catheter, 85-year-old Moon Cheung who had been bed-ridden for
one month walked to the bathroom for a bowel movement. Rosa and Ana
helped him up from the bed and walk to the washroom. All the doctors and
nurses were amazed. Rosa said, “At that moment we came to realize what
‘inconceivable’ truly meant.”

In 2010, Moon Cheung was diagnosed with pneumonia for the second
time, and he began talking to deceased relatives and friends again. He even
asked for abalone. But after Ana recited Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s name through
the night, Moon Cheung stopped asking for abalone. Two weeks later, he
was discharged from the hospital. His family members truly thought that this
was an inconceivable state.

Another inconceivable experience was when a lump started to grow on
Moon Cheung’s lower neck when he was around 70. This hard lump grew
to be around ten centimeters in diameter. Because the lump was at the base
of the neck where there are many nerves, doctors advised against performing
any surgery to remove the swelling. But ever since Moon Cheung became
vegetarian, the lump stopped growing and has become much softer.

Rosa and Ana now are interested in reciting the Earth Store Sutra after
personally witnessing these inconceivable states. Rosa said, “The (English
version of) Earth Store Sutra has become our Bible; we recite it on a daily
basis.” She and Ana go to GBM every weckend to cook and invite their
brothers, sisters-in-law, and their children and grandchildren to come back
home for weekend dinners. Rosa and Ana insist on fixing vegetarian dinners
for their family. They have found that even young children love vegetarian
food. Ana says with a smile, “Don’t tell me kids don’t like vegetarian food.
They love our vegetarian dishes, such as the delicious and nutritious Tofu

balls; kids never tire of them. ” &
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