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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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TheTwenty-Third Patriarch,

Venerable Haklena
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on September 6, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Venerable Haklena was from Tokharistan. He entered monastic
life at the age of twenty-two. Flocks of cranes used to follow the
Venerable One constantly. He asked the Twenty-second Patriarch,
“What method can I use to liberate them?” The Patriarch said, “I
have an unsurpassed Dharma jewel. You should listen to it, accept it,
and use it to teach beings from now to the boundaries of the future.”
He then spoke this verse:
The mind, according to the myriad states, turns.
At the place of turning you can perceive the profound.
If you can, in following that flow,
come to recognize your nature,
Then you will experience neither delight nor anxiety.
When the flocks of cranes heard that verse, they flew up into the
air, called out, and disappeared.
The Venerable One then obtained the Dharma and traveled,
teaching as he went, until he reached central India. There, he
transmitted the Dharma to Venerable Lion, displayed the eighteen

transformations, and passed into nirvana.

Commentary:

Counting from Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Haklena is the
Twenty-third Patriarch. We should not simply go through the motions
of listening to the accounts of the Patriarchs generation by generation.
Rather, when we hear about the how they conducted themselves and

their appearance, we should reflect to see how we can learn from them.
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You should ask yourself, Am I emulating the Patriarchs? Am I a true disciple of the
Patriarchs?

Just like we as sons and daughters should reflect on whether we are being filial
or unfilial children. As Buddhist disciples:

When we see worthy people,

we should emulate them.

When we encounter those who are not worthy,

we should reflect on our own conduct. !

The Venerable Haklena®? was from Tokharistan in India. He entered
monastic life at age twenty-two. A flock of cranes used to follow the Venerable
One constantly. *This patriarch did not leave home until he was twenty-two years
old. He was followed around by a flock of white cranes. The great birds would call,
cry, and chatter, just as if they were conversing with the Patriarch “Crane-power,”
Strange, huh? At the City of 10,000 Buddhas there is also a flock of white cranes.
But they don’t follow anybody around. I bet they would follow Patriarch Haklena
if he were here.

He asked the Twenty-second Patriarch, “What method can I use to liberate
them? Because he had affinities with these birds, he asked the Patriarch for advice,
“What expedient means should I use to help this flock of cranes gain liberation?”
To attain liberation means to leave suffering and attain bliss. As to liberation,
basically no one has tied you up. So why aren’t you free? It’s because you have
attachments. Since you have attachments, you are tying yourself in knots. You are
like a silkworm that spins its own shroud. Fundamentally there is no such thing
as liberation or a lack of it. You create attachments and that is what binds you up.

The Twenty-second Patriarch said to the Venerable Haklena, “I have an
unsurpassed Dharma jewel. You should listen to it, accept it, and use it to teach
beings from now until the boundaries of the future.

“There is nothing higher than this Dharma. It is supreme, unmatched. Nothing
surpasses it. But you have to hear it and accept it and then you can save beings
throughout all of future time without ever depleting this Dharma.”

He, the Twenty-second Patriarch, then spoke this verse:

The mind, according to the myriad states, turns.

At the place of turning you can perceive the esoteric.

If you can, in following that flow,

come to recognize your nature,

Then you will experience neither delight nor anxiety
The twenty-second Patriarch spoke a verse for him.

The mind, according to the myriad states, turns. Therefore, all kinds of
states appear. If your mind did not follow states, if you could use your mind to
control states instead of letting states control your mind, then that would be the
suchness of your own nature functioning. When in unmoving suchness, you are
clear about everything.

$0To be continued

1. The Master is here citing from Confucius’ Analects (4.17).

2.The transliteration of Haklena into Chinese uses the character for crane in the name. Thus in Chinese, there is punning throughout the article.
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