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Today is Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday. Although we acknowledge and celebrate this
day as the Buddha’s birthday, in reality, the Buddha has no birthday or death-day for that
matter. Birthday celebrations or commemoration days all come from people’s attachments.
We term the Buddha’s day of birth as his birthday and the day of his death as the Buddha’s
entering nirvana day. These are all living beings’ attachment to appearances, which bring
about such discriminations. If there is no attachment, every day is the Buddha’s birthday
and every day is the Buddha’s entering nirvana day.

If you believe in the Buddha today, then today is the Buddha’s birthday. If on this day
you do not believe in the Buddha, then this day would be the Buddha’s entering nirvana
day. Therefore, the Buddha’s birthday and entering nirvana day are notions perceived by
living beings, not by the Buddha.

—Instructional talk by Venerable Master Hua on the Buddha’s birthday, 1971
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May 14" (Sat.): The Celebration of Shakyamuni Buddha'’s Birthday (Bathing Buddha Day)
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June 21% (Sun.): The Twenty-first Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua's Entering Nirvana
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We welcome everyone to come to CTTB or to other branch temples to attend these events.




