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Book of the Month:

The Autobiography of the Venerable Master Hua (Hong Kong Chapter):
Crossing Hong Kong on the Ship of Compassion in the Sea of Awakening

Written by Di Zi
English Translation by Michael Lu
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After many years of assembling information and editing the Hong Kong chapter
of the autobiography of Venerable Master Hua, Crossing Over Hong Kong on the
Ship of Compassion in the Sea of Awakening was compiled and published just
before the Twentieth Anniversary of Venerable Master Hua’s Entering Nirvana.
The entire book, including its appendices, totals 836 pages, making it the
longest single volumn book that the Chinese publishing division of Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association has published up to this point.

Crossing Over Hong Kong on the Ship of Compassion in the Sea of Awakening
documents the Venerable Master’s experiences in propagating the Buddhadharma
and rescuing living beings while he resided in Hong Kong from 1949 to 1962.
His experiences are divided into over a hundred short stories and incidents,
and, along with the journal entries of the sisters Stella Tan and Madalena Tan
who accompanied the Master during that time as well as hundreds of vivid
photographs, provide a colorful and thought-provoking narrative of the Master.
In the book, the reason for recompiling the autobiography of the Venerable
Master is given: “Disciples Tan Guozheng and Guo Jue among others, finding
the autobiography of the Venerable Master to be profoundly influential by deeply
affecting readers and contributing to the propagation of the Buddhadharma,

have decided to collaboratively recompile the autobiography of the Venerable
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Master to benefit even more devout Buddhists.”

“When the Master was in Hong Kong, he was only a little over thirty years old.
However, every one of his words and actions is touching to the heart and worthy of
admiration from gods and humans. Regardless of whether the Master experienced
prosperity or faced adversity, he was always unfalteringly vigorous and established
himself as an exemplar of cultivation for his disciples. His teachings, both through
words and by example, as well as his feats of transforming people through virtue all
possessed the wonderful power of relieving distress and saving the world.”

A verse that the Master composed while he was in Hong Kong is printed on the
cover of the book. The verse goes: “Night falls on Vulture Peak; a monk walks out of
Cixing Temple. The solitary moon shines on him; stars circle Polaris. Worldly affairs
are like illusory dreams; how few are those who know! Do not be turned by external
states, so your six sense organs may become one!” This is simply the best self-portrayal
of the Venerable Master’s experiences while crossing over beings in Hong Kong. An
editor of this book realized that she had gained a much deeper understanding of the
sutras through her editing work. From here, we see how the wordless teachings of the
Venerable Master, even twenty years after his Entering Nirvana, continue to deeply

impact people in ways wonderful beyond words. &





