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Once An Intelligence Agent
Now A Buddhist Nun
—Dharma Master Heng Pu
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English Translation by Shraminerica Gwo He, Qing Bao
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This senior Dharma Master was born to a peasant family in Vietnam. She is the
youngest among the six siblings. In youth, she didn’t have the opportunity to
go to school; however, she managed to study the 24-letter Vietnamese alphabet
in one week. When she grew older, all she did was help her family till the field;
and plant crops and vegetables. Both of her parents passed away within one
month when she was fifteen. Her job then became taking care of her nephew
and nieces.

In 1942, when she was 19, Japanese troops invaded Vietnam. She led the
local people to collect information about Japanese troops. Whenever she learned
about the route of Japanese troops’ invasion, she would always try her best to
inform people living along the route so that they could leave as soon as possible.

Not long after Japan surrendered in 1945, French troops attacked and took
over Hanoi. One of her friends worked for the French army headquarters in
Vietnam and he would leak information to her, which she would passed on to
the Vietnamese government. Later on she was on the “Most Wanted” list by
French army.

She later married a Vietnamese high official in charge of immigration affairs.
This high official had to contact French officials in Vietnam frequently for his
work. Through his connection with French officials, her name was removed
from the “Most Wanted” list issued by French troops. Her career of collecting
information ended at this point.

She led a decent life after marrying her (now) ex-husband. They gave birth
to six children. After Vietnam was completely occupied by the communist
party, her family bought a boat and carried a total of 28 family members to
leave Vietnam. They ended up being in Calgary as Canadian refugees.

After staying in Calgary for around a year, her husband passed away. It was

lucky for her that Canadian government was supportive of refugees so she could
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raise her children peacefully. Later in 1984, when the Avatamsaka Monastery in
Calgary held a grand opening ceremony, she attended the event. That was the
first time she encountered a branch monastery of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association. Since then she often frequented Avatamsaka Monastery and helped
with many chores as well as playing Dharma instruments. She was quick in learning
Dharma instruments after just hearing them being played once.

She first met the Venerable Master Hua in 1987. Master Hua patted her head
three times and told her to be diligent in spiritual cultivation. He also told her to
recite the Earth Store Sutra so that she could help save living beings in suffering.
She asked Master Hua to allow her leave the home life, but Master Hua rejected
her request saying that she had to wait until her three minor children reached
adulthood.

The causes and conditions for her to leave the home life ripened in 1994 and
she was assigned to stay in Gold Buddha Monastery in Vancouver, Canada. She
still recites the Earth Store Sutra every day. Her wish is to give her heart and body
to Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and cross over living beings at all times.

She was fully ordained in 1995. Everything has gone smoothly for her and
she has had no worry or afflictions since then. “I recite sutras when time is up. I
follow Buddhas whether I am alive or dead. I also follow the Dharma method of
Earth Store Bodhisattva and his spirit of not realizing buddhahood as long as the
hells are not empty.”

Her eyesight has become blurry in recent years and she would doze off so
the speed of her Sutra recitation has slowed down. Her daily practice now is to
recite the Buddha’s name and the Medicine Master and Earth Store Sutras. Each
time when she cannot see clearly, she will immediately pray to the Earth Store
Bodhisattva and then her eyes will become brighter so that she sees the Sutra text
clearly.

The 93-year-old senior nun’s sincere advices for younger cultivators are: Be
diligent, let go of your ego, don’t be selfish, don’t think of having gourmet food,
don’t be afraid of hardship or difficulties, don’t be lazy, and cross over living beings

at all times. &
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