EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA
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77. The Dragon-Rain Hut

(3) Ten Dragons Showering Rain After Having Taken Refuge

At night, as I was talking to Guo Shun something strange happened!
Suddenly, ten people came. At that time, two of the four disciples who
were with me had opened the Buddha Eye and the Heavenly Eye.
Another two could observe everything when they entered samadhi.
They took a look and found out that these ten “people” were not human
beings. They were ten dragons which had transformed into human
form. They were from the Dragon King Temple next to the hut. I asked
them, “What are you doing here?” They said, “We knew you were here,
so we came to take refuge with the Triple Jewel.”

At that time, the weather was very dry. It had not rained for a long
time. I told the ten dragons, “You say you want to take refuge with me,
is that true? If you are dragons, you can see that it has been half a year
without rain, the crops are all drying out. If the drought continues,
people will all starve to death. You are dragons; dragons should be in
charge of making it rain. Why are you so lazy that you don’t make it
rain? You are about to turn into lazy dragons!” Because the ten dragons
wanted to take refuge with me, they didnt get angry even though I
scolded them.

They said, “Master, you don’t know...” I said, “What is it?” They
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replied: “We do not have the authority. We have to wait for an order
from the Jade Emperor. Then we can make it rain. We cannot make
it rain without his order.” I replied, “That’s easy! Please go and talk to
the Jade Emperor, and tell him, “There is a monk who says the region
of Harbin has a drought and people cannot live there, he is requesting
rain!’ I am not asking for too much, as long as it rains within 13 miles
(40 Li) around Harbin. If you can successfully obtain the permission for
rain from the Jade Emperor tomorrow, I will let you take refuge with
me the following day. Otherwise, I don’t want to have you as disciples
and you can’t take refuge with the Triple Jewel...” Surprisingly, it rained
the next day. And it only rained within 13 miles (40 Z7) around Harbin.
After they took refuge, wherever I go, even to places that had no water,
there is water coming out from somewhere because I have ten dragons
as disciples.

On the third day, these ten dragons took refuge with the Triple Jewel.
I gave them their Dharma names “Jixiu” (Quickly Cultivate), and Kuaidu
(Quickly Cross Over), which meant that I wanted them to cultivate fast
and vigorously, and quickly take across all the dragon race. I asked them:
“Why do you want to take refuge with me? There are so many monks,
why not choose one of them?” They replied: “We know of your vows, so
we come to you to take refuge.” Because of this situation, I never dare to
forget my eighteen vows at any time.

It sounds like a myth, but it really happened to me. I know that,
although I speak of this, there will be many people who will not believe
it. Later, however, you will know that what I am saying is the truth.
Science now says that rain is caused by rising water vapor. They don't
know that behind the scenes, rain is controlled by dragons. You cannot
see the dragons, but they truly exist. In their previous lives, dragons were
cultivators. They cultivated the Great Vehicle vigorously and obtained
spiritual power but because they did not hold the precepts properly, they
become dragons in this life. To commemorate this event, I named Guo
Shun’s hut the “Dragon-Rain Hut.” In the 38th year of the Republic of
China (1949), on April 18th, Guo Shun burned himself as an offering to
the Buddha, and the hut was also burned.

$0To be continued
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