(HBEFBERE)

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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TheTwenty-Second Patriarch,

Venerable Manorhita (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on September 5, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Aboard a ship of great vows, he rescued those caught in the five
turbidities. The Patriarch Manorhita was not an ordinary person. He
was special. In what way? He was born in a palace. Why would a normal
person be born in a palace? I myself, for instance, was born into an
ordinary household. So this Venerable is not an ordinary person. He
comes back based on his great vows to save beings in this world of five
turbidities.

With no fear of difficulty or suffering, he came to the Saha
world. He was not afraid of problems or pain. He came to this Saha
world to teach living beings.

He was born in the royal palace of Constantly at Ease. His
father’s name was “Constantly at Ease,” and so the child must have been
too. The father was at ease; the son was at ease. I have a disciple who is
always crying and so his son will probably always cry too: like father,
like son. But in this case, the father was at ease and so was the son.

It was but an inn, a guest house, as the patriarchs all confirm.
We who live in this world should not consider it our home. The poet Li
Tai Bai said it well :

The world is a temporary lodging place for the myriad creatures.
Time is a passing guest among the hundreds of generations.

The world we live in is like our hotel. Time is a transient guest for
all generations.

This is a matching couplet! “Myriad creatures” is matched with

“hundreds of generations.” “Temporary lodging” is matched with
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“passing guest.” We are just guests here on vacation. We are just like
travelers in a hotel here in this world. It is not our true home. And we
are not the owners.

As the patriarchs all confirm. The Patriarchs keep telling us it’s this
way. They say that’s how it is.

The Buddha’s prediction in the past named Manorhita. The
Buddha gave a prediction in the past, saying that in the second five
hundred years after the Buddha’s passing two great lords with spiritual
powers would enter the monastic life and continue the Patriarchs’ lineage
of the Mind Seal Dharma Door. They will enter the monastic life and
continue the tradition of sages. They will carry on the Mind Seal of the
Patriarchs. Now, your son Manorhita is one of those two sages.

Now I’ve come to find this great ascetic. I am one. I know that I
am one, but I needed to find the other one. So I came here. I've come
to find the great ascetic one who can transmit the Buddhas’ Mind Seal.
I'm looking for the Venerable One who can rouse his energy and spirit.”

I trust what you say; I will give up my son. When the king heard
that he replied, “What you say is quite correct! I will give my son to you.
I will give up my son. I should renounce the love between father and
son. I will give him to you.

Then a generous Dharma banquet was held. When the king
agreed to let his son enter the monastic life, he announced an open
banquet, inviting everyone in the country to celebrate the leaving home
of his son. It was a banquet with an open invitation. The wealthy were
welcome to the vegetarian feast; those without money could come have
a cola. No reservations were necessary. King Constantly at Ease hosted
this lavish open banquet. That’s one way to explain the last line. Another
way to explain it is that once Venerable Manorhita received the Dharma
from Venerable Vasubandhu, he taught and transformed vast numbers
of people, as if hosting a Dharma banquet and giving without restraint.

I don’t know if what I have said is correct or incorrect. If you feel it is
correct, then you can remember it. If you feel it is incorrect, then forget

it. I’s no problem. #

Note: The twenty-first patriarch’s transmission verse for the twenty-

second patriarch:

Bubbles and illusions are unhindered.
Why don’t you wake up?

The Dharma is right within thar—
Not restricted to present or past.

—See “Records of Transmission of the Lamp by Those with Luminous

Virtue” and “Records of Pointing to the Moon.”
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