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ServiceSpace Members Visit City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Written and translated by Da Zuo
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Nipun Mehta, founder of ServiceSpace and Karma Kitchen, along
with over 40 members and two brothers from Ghandi Ashram in India
visited the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) on October 26
2015. They talked to students of Developing Virtue Secondary School
(DVSS) about love, giving and service. They also exchanged ideas with
faculty and students of the Dharma Realm Buddhist University.

Indian-born Nipun Mehta used to work for the well-known hi-
tech company SunMicro. In late 1990s, he saw that the driving force
behind the prosperity of Silicon Valley was human greed. He decided
to establish non-profit organization focusing on charity work. Today,
“ServiceSpace” has over 500,000 members all over the world. He later
founded “Karma Kitchen” vegetarian restaurant. After having the meal,
patrons of this restaurant will receive a bill of zero balance because
“people before you already paid for you.” So the patron can pay whatever
amount he/she would like to pay for the next patron.

When introducing his personal experiences to the students, he said
that he and his wife Guri went back to India in January 2005 for a
three-month pilgrimage. They limited their daily budget to one US
dollar. They ate whatever people offered to them and stayed in wherever
people invited them to stay for the night.

Nipun recalled that they met up with an elder one day during the
pilgrimage. This elder asked them how much further did they have to go
for this pilgrimage. Nipun told this elder the answer after calculation.
Unexpectedly, this elder said to Nipun, “You are not really going on a
pilgrimage. You are still calculating how many more miles to go in your
mind.” Nipun was taken aback and learned the life philosophy of “Not
calculating” from then on.

After they came back to the US, Nipun and Guri established quite
a few charity organizations to promote giving and charitable service.
Nipun encouraged the students to engage in the “21-day Kindness”
project which is to do one kind thing a day for 21 consecutive days
without repetition. Nipun said smilingly, “You have to be creative even
when doing kind things.” A girl student expressed her gratitude for

her fellow student on the spot publicly which was a way of practicing
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fellow student on the spot publicly which was a way of practicing kindness and everyone was moved.

Preeta Bansal, an MIT professor who drafted the Iran Constitution for President Obama, came along with ServiceSpace to
visit CTTB. She said that after getting involved with the White House affairs, she figured out that it’s difficult to make a change
from the core structure of political power and that real change comes from the bottom up.

Nipun and ServiceSpace members later held a discussion with Dharma Realm Buddhist University students and faculty
including Dharma Master Heng Chih and Doug Powers. Nipun noted that Venerable Hua’s Dharma quotes had led him for
years such as “Don’t climb on conditions”; “To indulge in your blessings is to exhaust them. To endure suffering is to build
merit’; “Even for a thousand ounces of gold, I would not sell the way. But I would give it for free, right at the crossroads, if
you could just hear my sound.” He invited DRBU faculty to join the board of ServiceSpace, and he himself has been elected as
one of DRBU’s new board members. He also encouraged students at Developing Virtue Secondary Schools to create kindness

circles and to do more kind acts. &





