Dharma Realm Buddhist Association Participated in the 6"
Parliament of the World’s Religions (1)
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Eleven 12% grade students shared how their daily activities at the HYRHEZC Y H R BB A AR B 138
Developing Virtue Gitls’ School (DVGS) situated in a Buddhist monastery kIR EARR - BAEFIRE] > FEEE
can address the root of global issues. One of the students mentioned that B EREIOFREE SRR 0 tiES
living together at the dormitory helped her learn to express her feelings "N FERZ S > WIS R T o R B
openly. Living with forty other girls, another student learned that “you can’t bRy BYEE -
really make enemies, and if you do, it’s advisable to reconcile with them.” BRI SRS 0 M e~ RIS
The school’s community work allows the students to learn how to give  ftfl A - EEROGHRAHEET > R &iE e DL
to the society and help others. There are no janitorial services at the school GBS A s By ORI ASE =% - EIJEE]

Girls Division on October 18%

hours of lectures, they found the Parliament to be completely different: it
was an unforgettable and an extremely moving experience to meet people
of different faiths and witnessing these people resolve global issues through

peaceful dialogue.
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because this teaches the students to always clean up after themselves
and others. The recycling program helps students understand the
problem of the everyday waste created. In a small school like DVGS,
students can see that they are a part of the big picture, and through
hands-on experiences, they learn to make changes using compassion.

Students also talked about the dark side of technology, quoting
Sydney Harris, “The real danger is not that computers will be to
think like man, but man will begin to think like computers.” The
school does not have distractions of social media as they are able to
focus completely on their studies. Instead of relying on social media,
students learn to interact face to face and they develop strong bonds
that can last a lifetime, making true friends instead of “adding friends”
or clicking “unfriend” as on social media.

The students also introduced practices such as reciting
sutras and reciting the Buddha’s name, sharing that “in the age of
Facebook, Youtube, and iPhones, recitation helps us concentrate
and be more patient.” At the end, students led the audience reciting
“Namo Guanshiyin Pusa” and received an enthusiastic applause.
This was probably the only panel consisting of only high school aged
members, and the audience was clearly touched by their aspirations,

confidence, and concrete actions to make a difference in the world.

¢ Living in Harmony in the Earth Community:
A Multifaith Mandate

—A panel with Rev. Canon Charles Gibbs, Sister Madhavi Patale, Dr. Ron
Epstein, Bhikshuni Heng Yin on October 18

The environmental crisis threatens worldwide devastation and
can lead even the most optimistic to despair. Bhikshuni Heng Yin
organized this multifaith panel so members could share ideas on
how to create positive change. Sister Madhavi, a young leader in the
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization, led participants in
a short meditation to focus and calm their minds. She shared how
her organization promotes deep care and looking at the self through
“flash meditation sessions” in public parks, as well as the attitude of,
“Asking what can I give rather than what can I take.” She also stressed
vegetarianism as a form of compassion.

Ron Epstein, Professor of Dharma Realm Buddhist University,
portrayed monastics as role models for living lightly. He emphasized
“Before we can save the world or animals or others, we must cultivate
deep unselfish compassion to heal ourselves and our relationships.”
Empathy is the ability to read what others are feeling, which allows us
to sympathize with others’ plights and develop compassion. However,
research shows a forty percent drop in empathy in college students
from 2000-2010, and he believes that one cause is the increasing use

of social media. One participant remarked that compassion comes
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from ability to feel sad, yet American parents do not allow their kids to
be sad; they want happy kids. Sorrow should not be marginalized but
embraced.

Rev. Charles Gibbs encouraged us to make every step a walk in
peace, by seeing every person as a light. When there is disagreement,
contemplate: “Every day I walk by this light without recognizing it.
What is it that person sees that I don’t see that causes them to hold that
position?” He also echoed the need for compassion for animals. “How
then can we eat our friends, or pump up our friends (with hormones) to

eat while others starve?”

Booth of Dharma Real Buddhist University and
Buddhist Texts Translation Society
Report by Fedde DeViies

The booth is a wonderful angle from which to experience the
Parliament. We got to meet and have in-depth conversations with a wide
variety of attendees — the Catholic father with an interest in translation;
the Buddhists and spiritual seekers interested in our books; the Tibetan
lama; some high school students interested in DRBU; the Thai monks
who had been so impressed by the presentation of DRBA’s nuns; Muslim
friends whose interest was sparked by Professor Emerita Akpinar’s new
publication, Buddhist Meditations on Islamic Contemplative Paths; and
school teachers interested in Buddhist books for their students. We also
had the great pleasure of being able to share with them one of the great
treasures in our lives: the Buddhadharma as taught at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas. Many left our booth uplifted in spirit while carrying
a heavy load of Dharma books.

One man I will not forget passed by the booth on Sunday morning.
He did not stop, but I noticed he had a copy of our new translation of
the Sixth Patriarchs Sutra in his hand. As he walked by, I said it was a
good choice. He turned to me, wholeheartedly affirmed what I had said,
and sat down for a chat. It turned out that he had got the book the day
before and had had it in his hands ever since, reading it whenever he had
the chance.

As we drove back from Utah, we had lost the load of books, but

gained in inspiration and gratitude.

* Compassion is the Solution to Climate Change

—A film and discussion on October 19%

Participants viewed the film “Animals and the Buddha” (produced by
Dharma Voices for Animals), and then engaged in a discussion. The film
interviews well-known monastic and lay teachers, as well as DM Heng
Chih and Heng Yin, speaking on the Buddhas message of compassion
and non-harming, as given in different sutras. The speakers hope that
Buddhist leaders will move towards a more harmless lifestyle in keeping

with the Buddhas teachings. g
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