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The Joyful Requesting and Propagation of Dharma Reach Far:

A brief report of the 2015 delegation to China
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Written and Translated by Liang Mu
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Visit to the State Administration of Religious Affairs and the Religious
Culture Press in Beijing.
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The 2015 delegation to China started at Xiamen, Fujian province. There were
21 members in total, including Dharma Masters Heng Sure and Jin Chuan, and
Madalena Tam; they had just finished the Fourth World Buddhist Forum at Lingshan
(Magic Mountain) Brahma Palace of Wuxi City, Jiangsu province. The rest of the
members were all from different places, such as Taiwan, the US, and China, and all
met together at Xiamen.

The delegation visited Hongshan (Grand Mountain) Monastery at Downtown
Xiamen. Dharma Master Fayun, the abbot, explained the history, succession of
teachings, and future development of Hongshan Monastery. The images of Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas in the Buddha Hall and Guanyin Hall were made of white jade from
Burma with excellent craftsmanship. Seated in the center of Guanyin Hall is the white
jade Guanyin Bodhisattva with one-thousand hands and eyes. Smaller sizes of white
jade Guanyin statues are displayed at the four sides. There were a total of 33 statues in
front of our eyes, including ones with names that we are familiar with — such as Moon
in the Water Guanyin, Fish Basket Guanyin, White Garment Guanyin, etc. — as well
as ones with names that are not familiar to us — such as King of Virtue Guanyin,
Abhetti Guanyin, Contemplating Rapids Guanyin, etc. Their shapes were different,
but all look very fine, vivid and lifelike. It seemed to correspond to Dharma Master
Sure's lecture the previous night, which happened to be: the Different Appearances
of Guanyin Bodhisattva.

When we left, the bus took Huandao (around the island) Road. A huge statue
of Mazu (Mother of Heaven) stood facing the [Taiwan] Strait and gazed out toward
Xiao Jinmen island. The tides rise and fall, but the Bodhisattva’s compassion never
changes—she protects beings all day long as the boats come and go.

The delegation also visited Nan Putuo (South Potala) Monastery. Dharma Master

Ze Wu, the Abbot welcomed us and instructed the receptionist monk to take us
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to visit the Canon Building, and the Jade Buddha Hall, which houses abundant
Buddhist artifacts, such as Jade Buddha of Burma, Canon of Ming Dynasty, and
Canon of Japan, as well as collectable Buddha’s images, incensories, and copper
bells of Song, Ming, and Qing dynasties. The most precious item among all these
artifacts is the blood-inked Zozus Sutra from the Wanli period of the Ming Dynasty.

Originally only one lecture by Dharma Master Sure was arranged in Xiamen;
however, due to favorable conditions, laypeople had the opportunity to sincerely
request Dharma Master Sure to speak for three successive nights. Because this
was the first visit to Xiamen, Dharma Master Sure, on the third night, gave a
detailed introduction to Venerable Master Hua’s life. And, we signed off with the
Dedication of Merit in English to end the 3-day feast of Dharma. Two old women,
80 years and 70+ years old, attended all three lectures, an act very deserving of
our respect.

The delegation left Xiamen for the second destination, Beijing. We visited the
State Administration of Religious Affairs and the Religious Culture Press in Beijing
to understand the recent progress of Venerable Master Hua’s publications in China
and to exchange ideas with them. Chief Editor Shao-Jie Hu of China Religion, the
only religious magazine published by the State Administration of Religious Affairs,
invited DRBA to send them more articles to continue the connection of religious
activities and information between China and United States.

Shanghai, a bustling, cosmopolitan city, was our third stop. After passing
through customs at Hongqiao International Airport, we went directly to
Chongming Island in order to visit Guangfu (Vast Blessings) Monastery the next
day. However, the planned visit was canceled for an unexpected reason. On our
way back from Chongming to Shanghai, Dharma Master Ren Lai, Abbot of Yun
Lin Monastery, sincerely invited Dharma Master Sure to visit the Monastery. The
lay people wearing black robes lined up orderly at the entrance of the Monastery
to welcome Dharma Master Sure.

Yun Lin Monastery is the oldest monastery of Chongming Island, with over
300 years of history. It can be considered as the origin of Buddhism in Chongming
Island; however, it was totally destroyed during the Cultural Revolution and was
changed to a rubber factory. Now, there were still many places waiting for re-
construction, including the Buddha Hall. Yun Lin Monastery’s major practice is
Buddha-recitation.

During the trip, members of the delegation, according to their preference,
had opportunities to a passing-glance visit to Shuzhuang Park and Piano Museum
at Gulangyu of Xiamen; MLD Tea Mall, Liuli Chang (an artistry and antiques
district), the Forbidden City, and Shicha (Ten Monasteries) Lake in Beijing; and,
finally, the glamorous night scene of the Bund in Shanghai.

Moments of happiness are always transient. It’s really a rare opportunity
to join the delegation and learn from the trip. We witnessed Dharma Masters’
tirelessness and hard work for the sake of Dharma, and Dharma friends’ devout
seeking for Proper Dharma, in which we recall with gratitude of Venerable Master
Hua’s foresight and vision, and his earnest instruction—bring the Proper Dharma

back to China! &
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