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The heart of the forum consisted of small forums where Buddhist leaders
and participants exchanged ideas about pressing issues in Buddhism. These
issues included: establishing the Sangha in precepts and virtue; inspiring
the youth to cultivate; using modern technology to teach the Dharma; and
bringing Buddhist teachings to foreign cultures with different religious beliefs.
The presentations were well prepared and engaging and participants had
ample time to ask questions and exchange ideas. TV Forums and New Media
Forums addressing popular topics took place concurrently for the general
public. These included: “Buddhism and Science,” “Not Just a Belief--Chinese
Traditional Culture and Buddhism,” and “Buddhism and Corporate Culture.”

Venerable Panchen Lama participated in the Forum on Youth which took
place Sunday morning. At the end of the session, he remarked that the Dharma’s
future depended on today’s youth. Hence, the training of young monastics is
of the utmost importance and they should be strongly encouraged to strictly

uphold the precepts. He emphasized the importance of inspiring faith in
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young people and helping them to enhance their powers of concentration. He
also spoke in favor of establishing a good organizational structure to support
their development.His brief talk summarized the key points of the session and
highlighted places for future investigation and reflection.

A number of Buddhist scholars were also in attendance, including a
university professor, who, at the Forum on Dharma Propagation, told us
about a new project in China which encourages Buddhist lay disciples to
read the Tripitaka for themselves. The Tripitaka has a total of 1,692 sections.
In addition to the 188 sections of commentary, the 63 sections of monastic
Vinaya and 573 sections of esoteric school Sutras for which one must have
personal transmission in order to gain access, there are 868 sections of Sutras
and Bodhisattva Precepts appropriate for the laity. For many of these there exist
multiple translations; so if you choose one good translation from each group,
there are 451 sections.Of these,
the shorter Sutras (less than
20 pages or 11,000 Chinese
characters) number 293. These
make up 65% of the total
number of 451 sections.This is
roughly equivalent to 920,000
characters—Iless than the length
of the Christian Bible. One
could potentially read this in
a month, and all 451 sections
in a year. His conclusion was
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a doable project and not as
intimidating as it seems. By
committing to study the Sutras,
the Buddhist laity could develop a correct understanding of the Dharma
which could guide them in their cultivation and help them to recognize good
and genuine teachers.

The closing declaration was made in Chinese by Venerable Yanjue,
Vice President of the Buddhist Association of China and Abbot of Guangji
Monastery, and in English by Rev. Heng Sure, President of Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association, U.S.A. All Buddhist disciples were encouraged to work
together in a spirit of kindness, compassion, and joy, and to face the challenges
of the modern world with equanimity.

The harmonious gathering of so many Buddhist traditions in one place
inspires hope for the future of the Dharma. In the Mabhaparinirvana Sutra, the
Buddha himself says that for the Sangha to prosper, the monastic community
must gather regularly, meeting and parting ways in harmony. The 4th World

Buddhist Forum was just such an event. g

*¢ Photos of this article are taken from bodhi.takungpao.com

Venerable Yanjue, Vice President of the Buddhist Association of

China, and Rev. Heng Sure announced the closing declaration.
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