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From Making Airplanes
to Helping Build A Temple

—John VU

¥ 18 X/
Written and Translated by Ji De Shang
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John Vu was born to a traditional Vietnamese family that has practiced
Buddhism for many generations. His father was the provost of a Buddhist
university in Vietnam. As a young child, John Vu took refuge, received the
five precepts and followed a vegetarian diet. He went to temples and recited
sutras with his parents. After high school he attended university in the U.S.
where he received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of
Ohio; a Master of Science in Biology from the University of Nevada; a
Bachelor of Science in Computer Science from Seattle Pacific University;
and a Master of Science in Computer Science from Carnegie Mellon
University.

Mr. Vu worked for Boeing for over 20 years. He was a senior vice
president and the Software Chief Engineer and Technical Fellow for
designing and developing the Boeing 777. Leading a team of 20,000 people,
he initiated new procedures that allowed Boeing to design and build the 777
directly from digital information. It was manufactured without a “Mockup”
and reduced development time by 60%.

He retired from Boeing in 2010. Later he was invited to establish the
Biotechnology Innovation and Computation Master Program at his alma
mater, Carnegie Mellon University and become director of that program.
In four years, this master program became the top one in the United States.

John Vu recalled his only opportunity to meet with Venerable Hua
when he joined a group of Vietnamese Buddhists to go to Gold Summit
Monastery for Venerable Hua’s lecture. He was assigned the job of translating
into Vietnamese by a Vietnamese Abbot. Throughout the lecture, every
time he hesitated on a term, the Venerable Master would stop and asked

his disciple to clearly explain the meaning to him so that he could translate.
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This happened so many times he wondered if the Master could read his mind?
At that point, the Venerable Master looked at him and smiled, and then he
asked his disciple to tell him that, “The Master does not read minds.”

Following the lecture, one of the questions was, “How could someone who
truly practiced like the Venerable Master can be sick?” The Venerable Master
answered that some sicknesses had to do with his past lives. Before he knew
about the Buddha’s teaching and began to practice it, he had already planted
some bad causes and results that were now coming to fruition. Upon hearing
these words, John Vu wondered, “Does that mean the Venerable Master
knows about his past lives?” The Venerable Master looked at him and asked
his disciple to tell him that, “The Venerable Master does not know about his
past lives”, At that, he became truly amazed and did not know what to think
so he kept quiet. The Venerable Hua gave him a card that day and told him to
cultivate more and that someday they would meet again. But John Vu’s job
kept him very busy so he did not have another chance to meet the Venerable
Master because a few years after that visit, the Master entered Nirvana .

Mr. Vu continued to lead a busy life for many years, until one day he
realized that he could not cultivate just by reading books, reciting sutras, going
to the temple once a week. He wished to find a Master who could guide him
to cultivate better. One day he found Master Hua’s card in his desk drawer and
he thought of the Venerable Master. He blamed himself for not knowing how
to seize that opportunity to study with Master Hua until it was too late. That
year, on the anniversary of the Venerable Master’s nirvana, he and his wife Mai
Khanh went to City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) to pay their respects.

Upon seeing the Master’s statue, he felt as if the Master was his father
so he bowed immediately. He expressed how sorry he was and that he could
have come to see the Master earlier. That night, he dreamed that the Master
came and talked to him. The Master told him to study and recite the Great
Compassion Mantra and the Shurangama Mantra to begin with. They
discussed several things and by the time John woke up, he knew that the
Master was still here with us. John said, “ Master Hua will continue to guide
us throughout our many lives. All we have to do is to put more effort in
our cultivation by following the true teaching of the Buddha and keep the
Dharma wheel constantly turning.”

John Vu and his wife took refuge and the five precepts at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in 2007. They came to CTTB again in 2014 to take the
Bodhisattva precepts. John was also invited to join the project management
team for building the International Institute of Philosophy and Ecthics (IIPE).
His many experiences in administrative management have been very helpful
in communication and negotiation for the IIPE project.

Mr. Vu noted that it’s now trendy in the high tech field to meditate and
study Buddhism for stress management, but many fake Buddhist “Gurus”
have also emerged. John suggests that the best way to find a good and wise
Master is to uphold precepts seriously because the mind will become clear
when one upholds precepts and it will be much easier to meet a good and wise
Master. &
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