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A Letter from a Dharma Friend in Paris
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On Saturday morning, November 14, 2015, I woke up and was getting
ready to go to work. Suddenly, my relative from America called. My aunt
said, “Do you know what happened?” I was confused at first until she told
me that there were terrorist attacks in Paris. Approximately, one hundred
and thirty people died and around 300 people were seriously injured.

Those incidents happened on Friday night, November 13, 2015, in
downtown Paris and the nearby suburban areas. There was an explosion
at the soccer field in Saint Denis on the outskirts of Paris and bullets
were fired at the terraces of street cafes. But the main attacks were in the
Bataclan Theater. The assault lasted for two and a half hours until the
rescue team came.

When I got this information, I immediately turned on my iPad for
the news. I also received e-mail greetings from my Buddhist friends. I
didn’t have much time to read everything because I was rushing to work,
so I hurried out the door. Along the way, it was very quiet. There were
many RAID members on the streets, but no one talked. Looking at the
people around, I could sense their fear.

At the Bataclan Theater, a policeman said it was very dirty inside, like
an abattoir! Those victims were shot to death one by one like an execution.
This reminded me of a verse from Sung Dynasty Chan Master Yuan Yun

that the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua often cited:

For hundreds of thousands of years, the stew in the pot,
Has boiled up extreme resentments.
If you want to know why there are calamities and wars in the world,

Just listen to the sounds from a slaughterhouse ar midnight.
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Killing karma will bring about various calamities and
disasters. The Paris terrorist attacks are some examples. This
is the reason that Buddhists want to be vegetarians and not kill,
because they can limit the negative (killing) karma between
them and other beings. Otherwise, when the karmic retribution
comes, it is hard to expect the outcome.

My brother had a friend who was held as a hostage at the
Bataclan Theater, and she unfortunately did die. Like all the
other victims there, they had the same karma. There was another
hostage, who was held for over two hours. From what he said, the
attackers did not hurt him, but told him and other hostages to
follow them, and to watch the terrorists kill everyone, including
injured people. When almost all the people were killed, he
thought to himself, “It should be my turn now.”

Oddly enough, the terrorists told the rest of the hostages to
back up, because they had explosives, they didn’t want to have
everyone die together! From beginning to the end he didn’t get
hurt at all, they survived! Those who have collective karma will
receive the same harm, a shared retribution. However, people
have their respective individual karma, so even if they are in a
dangerous situation, they can escape unharmed. No matter what
kind of karma it is, if people continue to kill and take revenge,
when will there be an end?

Many people are scared and horrified. This terrorist event
had an impact on my family, friends, my acquaintances and me
indirectly, because anything can happen to anyone. I am scared
myself! Who isn’t? But no matter what happens, I would always
recite the name of Guan Yin Bodhisattva, since He gives me
some source of power and moral support. We are very lucky that
we understand Buddhism, especially in this degenerate era.

After this event, I understood how fragile life is and how
precious it is to become a human. Many of the victims were
going to concerts, getting drinks, chatting with friends or eating
with their families. Who knew they would just die?

Even if we dont die from natural disasters, our body will
gradually weaken over time; we can never escape the cycle of
birth and death. When we die, we will get reborn again and it is
uncertain whether we can maintain a human form. Therefore our
situation is very risky. As the saying goes, “ The Three Realms are
restless like a house on fire .”

We need to cherish our life; don’t just waste it and let time
pass in vain. Use your time productively and recite Guan Yin
Bodhisattva’s name. When we are reciting the Buddha’s name in
our minds, we are closer to Amithaba Buddha. He will come

when we die and bring us to the Pure Land. Amitabha!#
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