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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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77. A Dragon-Rain Hut
Among all the disciples, Guo Shun was foremost in his practice of
Dhutanga practices. He was also the Venerable Master’s favorite disciple.

He cultivated vigorously after he left the home-life.

Venerable Master’s Own Narration:

(1)Submitting Meekly to Adversity to Practice Endurance

I didn’t know that he had come to the San Yuan Monastery and was
turned away from it until I returned. He was refused beforehand because
they thought he was too poor. After I returned, they told me many bad
things about him, such as how bad he was and what poor character he
had.

They said, “How can you accept such a bad person as your disciple?
He left home because there was no food at home. How can he become a
monk?” I said, “Even a bad person can learn to be good. Let’s see how he
behaves first.”

Guo Shun cooked for the temple, yet people scolded him every day.
Although he did everything cautiously and practiced very diligently, the
Dharma brothers often bullied him -- because they had no affinities with
him. They scolded him for everything he did -- no matter if he did them

right or wrong. Yet he could bear the scoldings and beatings. For all the
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years he followed me as a disciple, he wore the same set of clothes, never
put on a new winter jacket or winter boots, he literally had nothing. He
held the precept against holding money, ate only one meal a day, did not
lay down at night, and kept Dhuta Practice. Among all my disciples, he was
the foremost in Dhuta practice. Guo Shun practiced vigorously, focusing on
Chan meditation. After about half year, he obtained a little wisdom. Every
time he entered samadhi, it usually lasted twenty-four hours. In his samadhi,
he knew the causes and effects of the past, present and future. He always felt
that he should build a small hut next to a Dragon King Temple, and he would
practice in it.

On July 15 during the Ullambana Ceremony, in the 34th year of the
Republic of China (1945), I led my disciples to burn incense in front of the
Buddha, and made this vow: “If I can live to 100 years, then I will burn my
body as an offering to the Buddha in my quest for the supreme Way!” At that
time, every disciple made their vows. Guo Shun vowed: “If I, disciple Guo
Shun, have the proper opportunity, I am willing to follow the example of the
Medicine King Bodhisattva, to burn my body to worship Buddha, and will
not have to wait till ’'m 100 years old!” From my observation, I knew he had

made such a vow in the past, so I agreed for him to make this vow.

(2) Seclusion in A Thatched Hut

One day, Guo Shun felt that things were beyond his limit of endurance.
He came to me in tears and asked, “Master, I really cannot take it anymore.
The Dharma brothers keep scolding me for no reason. What should I do?” I
said, “It’s not easy for you to be bullied by everyone. You have a Master who
is incapable. I myself used to be bullied, scolded, beaten, and wronged all the
time!” He said, “I can no longer bear it! “ and I replied, “If you really cannot
bear it, I will not force you. You may leave the temple and practice on your
own.” In September of the 34" year of the Republic of China (AD 1945),
Guo Shun built a hut at a vacant place next to a Dragon King Temple in the
south of Da Nan Gou Village, where he practiced meditation all day long.

One day, “I” (in my samadhi state) went over to his hut summoning him
to come to see me. He rushed to come the next day. This time, I wanted to
scare him deliberately. I said, “Why are you not cultivating but instead coming
back to see me?” He replied, “Master, you asked me to come!?” I said, “When
did I ask you to come? You must have seen a ghost!” He simply repeated, “I
really did see the Master telling me to come.” “Whatever,” I replied, “What
are you coming for?” But he insisted, “I don’t know why the Master asked me
to come.” So I asked, “How’s your cultivation now?” He said, “I always see
you Master. You have been guiding me how to cultivate.” I said, “Do not try
to tell lies, you have to tell the truth.” Guo Shun responded, “It’s not a lie,
what I said is true.” Finally, I said, “Now you should go back, I will come to

see you later.” Then, he went back to his hut.

» Continued on page 19
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« Continued from page 17

Guo Shun was quick in both vehicle and precepts. He upheld
the precepts and cultivated Great Vehicle. He cultivated more
sincerely than I did. His practice was even better than mine. He
was my favorite disciple. After he built the hut, he wanted to invite
me to do the dedication (opening the light ritual). One day, as I was
coming back from Harbin, I passed by Da Nan Gou Village, so I
went to his place with four other disciples: Guo Neng (who was in
his thirties), and three teens: Guo Guo, Guo Zhi, and another one.
We all slept over night there. At that time, we had not named the

hut yet. I hadn’t come up with a name.

5 To be continued



