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He has long been able to cross the sea of
sarvajfia and is complete in merit and virtue.
A very long time ago, he already attained the
Buddha’s wisdom and his merit and virtue are
already complete.

Does anyone know what “sarvajia” means?
When did you look it up? You just looked it up
now? If you just looked it up now, it does not
count. If you just looked it up now, finding
the answer only when the question is asked,
that is not good enough and will not do. If
you know the answer as soon as the question
is asked without having to look it up, then it
counts. You all said you read this sutra before.
If you read it before but did not understand
this sentence, why didn’t you think of a way
to try to figure it out? Do not just wait for the
Dharma Master to explain it. That would be
too late!

Those who study the Buddhadharma
should understand the sutra before it is
explained. After the lecture, you will be even
more familiar with it. Only then will one be
considered a person who truly investigates
the Buddhadharma. You have even read the
commentary, yet you don’t know what sarvajha
is all about. This is called “swallowing a date
whole.” When you eat a date by swallowing it
whole, do you know what it tastes like? You
don’t know. Guo Qian said there is a mistake
in the printing; this is because he has a very
quick mind. Since there is a misprint, he
raised a question. So I know he did not read
the commentary and he did not look up the
Buddhist dictionary. Basically he relied on
the “computer” to compute it. However, the
computation was wrong; even the “computer ”
got it wrong. That is correct; the sea of sarvajfia
means the sea of all wisdom. All wisdom
implies that the attainment of the Buddha’s
wisdom. Earth Store Bodhisattva has attained
the sea of sarvajfia, also known as the sea of all
wisdom.

However, relying on his original vows
and power of self-mastery. Based on the vows

he made in the past, he manifests a kind of self-
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mastery and spiritual powers. He manifests expediently in response to the ten
directions. He uses expedient dharma doors to manifest the body of Earth Store
Bodhisattva. His influential spiritual powers and transformation powers pervade
the ten directions. All in the ten directions are able to receive responses and are
taught and rescued by him.

He universally roams through all worlds to constantly perform
meritorious deeds, particularly benefitting those who are in the world of
the five turbidities, because of his past vows and that beings are meant to be
taught by him. For eleven eons, he has been adorning this world, maturing
beings. That is why within this assembly, he appears adorned and dignified.
No one but the Thus Come One surpasses him. No great Bodhisattva except
for the likes of Samantabhadra and Avalokitesvara can compare to him in
the work of teaching the beings in this world. Because of the strength of
this Bodhisattva’s past vows, he quickly fulfills beings’ wishes and is able to
eradicate beings’ offenses and to remove their obstacles so they now achieve
peace.

This is the second section of the specific explanation, which further explains
the extraordinary affinity. This section also has two divisions: the first is the
supremacy of his compassionate vows, and the second is the supremacy of his
wisdom and eloquence. The power of his compassionate vows is especially
excellent, and his wisdom and eloquence are excellent as well.

Although he universally roams through all worlds to constantly perform
meritorious deeds. Shakyamuni Buddha says to Solid Pure Faith Bodhisattva,
although Earth Store Bodhisattva universally manifests in all lands of the ten
directions, he often creates merit by teaching and transforming beings in the
worlds in the ten directions.

He particularly benefits those who are in the world of the five turbidities.
Using his spiritual powers to teach and transform beings, there is not a place he
does not go. However, he teaches and benefits the beings of the world of the
five turbidities the most. He has particularly strong affinities with the beings of
the world of the five turbidities and he especially brings forth the compassionate
mind to teach the beings of the world of the five turbidities. Why does he favor
the beings of the world of the five turbidities? These beings of the world of the
five turbidities have created so many offenses, why does he especially want to
rescue them? What is the reason behind this?

This is due to the repeated permeation of his past vows. It is due to the
great vows he made in his previous lives. Due to the power of his vows, he does
not forget his vows life after life. He says, “I will go to whichever place where
beings are the hardest to teach.” These beings do not listen when you speak
Dharma to them. Even if they listen, they will not believe. Even if they believe,
it will not be permanent, meaning they will believe it for the moment, but when
another thought arises, they change their minds again. Therefore Earth Store
Bodhisattva has a great affinity with such beings. It is because of the vows he

made from unmeasurable eons ago to teach these kinds of beings.

s To be continued
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