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Since these three poisons dominate all of
their thoughts, they are greedy and always
get angry. Hatred means to lose one’s temper.
If they can’t get what want, they get mad.
Once they get mad, they become stupid.
Being stupid, they go around picking fights
with people. This is how asuras are like. Why
are they greedy? It is because they are not
content and are insatiably greedy. If they
don’t get what they want, they scheme to
get it. Yet, even when they've got it, they
are afraid of losing it. If they don’t get what
they want, they are afflicted; but if they
follow their desires, they are still afflicted.
Either way, there are troubles. Since there are
troubles, they lose their temper all day long.
No matter what states they encounter, they
lose their temper, become irrational, and
as a result, lose their wisdom, samadhi and
precepts. For asuras, then, the Buddha King
of Awe-inspiring Sound speaks the Dharma
of “diligently cultivate precepts, samadhi and
wisdom; and put to rest greed, hatred, and
stupidity.” He taught them not to get angry
and to cultivate Samadhi and wisdom and to
uphold the precepts.

After all this explanation, what actually
is an asura? Let me tell you, asuras are those
who are strong in nothing but fighting.
“Asura” is Sanskrit and means “not well-
featured.” Someone said, “If they are not
well-featured, then, they must have a very
ugly appearance!” Thats right, their looks
are hideously ugly.

Their eyes, ears, noses and other facial
features are all clumped together into
one place. However, it does not mean
that their six sense faculties can function
interchangeably. When the six sense faculties
function interchangeably, eyes can speak and
hear and ears can see and eat. Each sense
faculty has the functions of all six, which
is a state attained through cultivation. The
asuras’ eyes, ears, nose, and mouth are all
clumped together into one place. Can you

imagine? Their eyes are below their nose;
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originally, the nose is supposed to be between the eyes and the mouth, but
their mouths are in between their nose and eyes. So you see everything
is upside-down. Noses are not like noses; eyes are not like eyes; ears are
not like ears; they exist only in names. Asuras are the most unreasonable.
Why are they this way? When they were humans, they always put on a
fierce look by frowning and glaring at others. Eyebrows are supposed to
spread across horizontally; however, they frown so that their eyebrows
are raised vertically. Putting on a fierce look has become their habit.
Therefore, when they turned into asuras, their eyes, ears, nose and tongue
all got lumped together, making their appearance very ugly.

Their appearance is ugly, and their minds are ugly too. “Not well-
featured” does not only refer to their appearance, but also to their minds.
Their minds are not proper or kind. Evil thoughts run through their
minds all day long. They are always trying to make trouble! How? They
think, “How can I find a way to ruin things?”

Whom do they dislike the most? The Jade Emperor—Sakra. When
they see him, they are very jealous and obstructive. Because they are
jealous of the Jade Emperor, they become asuras. They are the most
unreasonable. Therefore those who like to fight, scold, beat, and kill
people all day long, are asuras. Whoever yells on the street at people
is an asura; whoever beats others is an asura; and whoever kills others
are all asuras. Let me tell you again, bandits are asuras and soldiers are
asuras. Nonetheless, asuras can be yin or yang, and so there are good and
bad ones. The Buddha King of Awe-Inspiring Sound spoke all kinds of
wondrous Dharma for these asuras.

To those who sought to be Hearers, he spoke the Dharma of the
Four Noble Truths in order to save them from birth, old age, sickness,
and death and to reach ultimate Nirvana. What are the Four Noble
Truths? They are the Truth of Suffering, the Truth of Accumulation, the
Truth of Extinction, and the Truth of the Way. Hearers are those of the
Lesser Vehicle. Seeking to be Hearers is to seek the Small Vehicle path.
‘Why are Hearers on Small Vehicle path? It is because they are satisfied with
small accomplishments and are unwilling to advance forward and to seek
the Great Vehicle path. That is to say, after they attain the first, second,
third, or fourth stage of Arhatship, they think that they “have done what
They

believe they have finished their work and will no longer undergo birth and

has to be done, and will not be subjected to further existences.”

death or the suffering of samsara; so they think what they accomplished
is enough and don’t want to further seek Buddhahood. They mistakenly
think that, “Above there is no Buddhahood to achieve; below there is no
beings to save.” They say, “What beings do you have to save? You yourself
are a being;, if you save yourself, then that is saving beings!” They do not
reach out to save other beings. They are called Hearers, because they are
enlightened by hearing the Buddha’s voice. Therefore, the Buddha taught
them the Four Noble Truths.

s To be continued
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