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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD

76. 15 T H

A TREE > BERE REEEE
® o KRB o EHELE R R AT HI B
T 0 At R S e SR SR PR Ry o R AR e P
B KPVEREEEY > EAEEER > —OH
ZKEE T HRASE -

EANEE

(—) 7 BEpAREE 2

Rok EAT BRI AR E R T > Bo] S48 & 7
& BB - WIEEE EHZES - #EAR
RHEEZVE - BEMRIE -tz sk
—RE AU ELE © ZEAEG &R T B
A DB RZE - AERIIR=8 Z A1 » 2—
{22 T4 IR T - ISR FTUEE > nZnE
AT By > R (EEIRAYA -

E i A AGUARAL - M RE PR 54
FRILMNED - 15 Ry H AR (e - HA R TRk
FRIBEHIRES - AEESA — i SRR TAR

16/ SRERE “0—AE+TS

@ 2T E

White Mountains and
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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76. Guo Shun the Cultivator

It is said: “A greatly evil person who reforms can be greatly good, whereas
a greatly good person who falls can be greatly evil.” Lao Yao is an example
of someone who started off evil then reformed. He originally indulged in
many bad things, such as gluttony, taking intoxicants, visiting prostitutes,
and gambling. After experiencing many hardships, he finally realized the
impermanence of the world and corrected all the vices he used to have
and became a good person. With total devotion he left the home-life and

cultivated the Way, seeking to end birth and death.

Venerable Master’s Own Narration:

(1) A Reformed Profligate Faced with Paramount Difficulties

Guo Shun looked like Ananda. Ananda was the attendant of the
Buddha, and was the foremost in erudition. Although the second of my
monastic disciples was not that well educated, he was very intelligent. His
family name was Yao, so ordinary people called him Lao Yao. He was a
farmer and lived at Da Nan Gou village, seven miles south of Harbin.
Before he took refuge with the Triple Jewel, he was a profligate, and a
slacker. He did many bad things, such as taking intoxicants like opium
and morphine, visiting prostitutes, and gambling. You can say that he was

the most immoral person.
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At that time, the Japanese ruled Manchuria. They used Xuan Tong, the
last emperor of Qing Dynasty who was abolished, to establish the puppet
regime in Manchuria for Japan called “Manchukuo”. In order to prevent the
Soviet Union from invading, the Japanese wanted to fortify the border along
the boundary of Heihe River. They captured people from all over the place
and forced them into labor. One day, Lao Yao was caught by Japanese soldiers
and sent to the Heihe labor camp. He worked like a horse during the day,
and slept on straw mats at night. Life was so miserable there that the place
was a living hell on earth and the suffering was beyond words. The barracks
was surrounded with electric fences. Anyone who wanted to escape would
either be shot by the sentries or bitten to death by the wolf dogs. Even if they
successfully avoided the sentries and the dogs, they could not pass the electric
fence. Anyone who touched the fence would be instantly electrocuted.

Despite the life-threatening danger posed by the fence, Lao Yao was always
looking for opportunities to escape. One night, he had a dream. An old man
with a white beard told him in the dream: “Be patient. It is not time yet. Wait
for the opportunity to come. When the chance comes, I will tell you. You can
escape then.” Lao Yao believed that old man, and waited patiently.

After about half a month, the white-bearded old man came to his dream
again, saying: “You can escape today! There is a white dog outside, you must
follow it.” Lao Yao woke up and told one of his comrades. Each of them
brought two gunny sacks and ran to the electric fence. Sure enough a white
dog was waiting there. Lao Yao followed the old man’s advice and followed
the white dog.

The white dog ran next to the electric fence, and jumped over it. Lao Yao
covered the fence with his gunny sacks and flipped over with his hands on the
gunny sacks. His comrade used the same method, however the gunny sacks
caught fire. So, only Lao Yao successfully made it out of there. The white dog
then disappeared. Lao Yao escaped into the mountains where he could not
find any food. For the next seven days and seven nights, he ran nonstop, and

begged along the road to Harbin.

(2) Leaving the Home-Life for Ending the Suffering of Revolving Cycle

This experience made Lao Yao feel that life is filled with suffering. He
preferred to leave the home-life to cultivate the Way. Since then, he became a
vegetarian. Initially he cultivated with a Taoist teacher. They were so poor that
they slept in a tunnel and lived without food. Lao Yao realized that this Taoist
did not have much real skill, so he came to the San Yuan Monastery and
requested to become a monk. But he was not approved by the abbot because
of his ragged clothes and the fact that he was not well spoken led the abbot to
believe that Lao Yao wanted to leave home just to have a better life.

It was in the winter of the 33rd year of the Republic of China (AD 1944),
that I used a spiritual mantra to cure Gao Defu’s mother at the Da Nan Gou
Village. The next day, all the people in that village heard about it. Lao Yao
heard about it as well, so he came to see me. The first time we met, he brought

me many lantern fruits (Peruvian ground cherry ) — a fruit that grows in
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Manchuria, which looks like a lantern, and tastes both sour and sweet. In the
beginning of our conversation, before he mentioned his request, I faced him as
we spoke. Then he knelt down and requested to leave the home-life, saying if I
didn’t approve his request he would never get up again. After hearing what he
said, I turned to face the wall and didn’t talk to him any more.

At that time, I was unwilling to accept any disciples because I knew it
would bring me a lot of trouble. I wasnt aware that the abbot had refused
to accept him. Two hours later, I looked back and Lao Yao was still kneeling
on the ground. I asked him, “I forgot you're still kneeling here. What do you
want?” He said, “Please be compassionate, Master. I want to leave home!” I
said, “You want to leave home? Do you have a home?” He replied, “I, I don’t.”

I said to him: “You don’t even have a home. Why do you want to leave
home? You want to become a monk. That is not easy! Cultivating at home
is not easy but cultivating as a monk is even harder.” It is said, ‘If you don't
understand the fundamental questions of life, you should feel as sad as if your
parents had died; if you do understand, then you should be even sadder than
that.” Being a monk is a hard job. You have to bear what others cannot bear,
give up what others cannot give up. You have to suffer more than others, and
wear what others are not willing to wear. When serving others, you have to
humbly subjugate yourself, do away with personal business and attend to
public duty. This is the responsibility of a monastic. If you can do this, then
you can leave the home-life.

He said,
all these things?” He responded,

“I can do it.” I replied, “How do know that you can manage
“I worked in the Japanese labor camp, and
suffered all kinds of pain. Being a monk is not half as much suffering as what
I experienced there. I will endure.” So I told him, “Well, I will take you on as
a novice monk. You should put down everything from the past, live as if you
had died and came back to life.” I then said one verse for him:

Do not ever forget the pain of birth and death,

In each and every thought, bend on transcending its revolving cycle.

When the space is shattered, you understand the Buddha Nature,

Drop the entirety of ‘self” and see through to the very source.

I also said: “This is the Dharma Ending Age. Many people leave the home
life, yet few really cultivate. Many people believe in the Buddha, yet few
become enlightened. Since you sincerely want to be a monk, you must bring
forth the Bodhi resolve and make great vows. You should be a strong candle
in the fierce wind and pure gold in the raging flame. When you successfully
realize the Way, you can glorify Buddhism. In that way you will fulfill your
original aspiration!” So I took him back to the San Yuan Monastery and he
became the novice named Guo Shun.

[Note] Lantern fruit (Peruvian ground cherry) belongs to the genus
grossulariaceae section of the Rubiaceae family. It is a perennial shrub. Its fruit
looks like a lantern, with a yellow-green color when it is matured. When the
fruit is fully ripe, it changes its color to purple. The fully matured fruit tastes

both sweet and sour. It is a unique summer fruit.
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