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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

i
Al
;4’ fll %’7, e, SN

(i)

()
([,
A

&

=4 =44
EERAA

TheTwenty-Second Patriarch,

Venerable Manorhita
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on September 5, 1981
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Venerable Manorhita was the son of King Constantly at Ease of the Nadi kingdom.
‘When he was thirty, the Patriarch Vasubandhu came to his country. The King asked
the Patriarch, “What is the difference between the place where Rajagrha is located
and this place?” The Patriarch answered, “In the past, in that land, three Buddhas
came into the world. Now, in the King’s country, two guiding masters will teach
and inspire others.” The King asked, “Who are these two masters?” The Patriarch
replied, “The Buddha predicted that during the second period of five hundred
years, two great lords possessing spiritual powers would enter monastic life and
continue the tradition of the sages. The King’s second son Manorhita is one. And
although my virtue is slight, I am the other.” “I trust what the Venerable One has
just said,” the King replied, “I should let my son become a §ramana. The Patriarch
said, “Excellent, Great King, that you are able to revere the Buddha’s intent.” Then
he shaved the prince’s head and transmitted to him the Complete Precepts. He
entrusted him with the Great Dharma. After the Honored Manorhita had received
the Dharma, he entrusted it to Venerable Padmaratna. Then he sat in full lotus

and entered stillness.

Commentary:
The Twenty-Second Patriarch: Venerable Manorhita. Counting from Sikyamuni
Buddha, Venerable Manorhita is the Twenty-second Patriarch.

Venerable Manorhita was the son of King Constantly at Ease of the Nadi
kingdom. His father, the king, was very wise. He was big-hearted and open-minded.
He also was a faithful follower of Buddhism. When this son was born to him, he knew
right away that the child was an extremely exceptional one.

When he, Venerable Manorhita, was thirty, Patriarch Vasubandhu came to his
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country. The Venerable One was thirty years old when he met Venerable
Vasubandhu. Upon arriving in this country, Venerable Vasubandhu felt
special affinities with the king. So he arranged an audience with the king.

The King asked the Patriarch, “What is the difference between the
place where Rajagrha is located and this place?” The king of that country
asked Venerable Vasubandhu, “You have come from the city of Rajagrha.
What is the difference between the land there and the land here?”

The Patriarch answered, “In the past, in that land, three Buddhas
came into the world.” Venerable Vasubandhu said, “In the land around
Rajagrha, in that country, three Buddhas appeared there in the past. They
were born around Rajagrha.” Now, his reference to three Buddhas could be
generalized and explained as Buddhas of the past, Buddhas of the present, and
Buddhas of the future. In fact, Rajagrha is not the only place where Buddhas
come into the world. Any country can be a place where a Buddha comes
into the world. “Now, in the King’s country, two guiding masters will
teach and inspire others.” Currently, in this land you rule there are two who
will be great guiding masters. They will teach here and guide those in your
country. These two guiding masters were mentioned in a prediction given by
the Buddha.”

The King asked, “Who are these two masters?” These two guiding
masters—who are they?

The Patriarch replied, “The Buddha predicted that during the second
period of five hundred years, two great lords possessing spiritual powers
would enter monastic life and continue the tradition of the sages. The
King’s second son Manorhita is one. And although my virtue is slight,
I am the other.” Venerable Vasubandhu answered, “The Buddha gave the
prediction that five hundred to a thousand years after his nirvana there would
be two outstanding practitioners who possessed spiritual prowess and great
strength; that they would enter monastic life and continues the Dharma of
the Buddhas’ mind seal; that they would become the twenty-first and twenty-
second patriarchs. Of these two Patriarchs, one of them is the second son of
King Constantly at Ease—your son. And although my virtue is slight, I
am the other. The Twenty-first Patriarch Vasubandhu refers to himself quite
humbly. He says, “I, Vasubandhu, lacking in virtue as I am, was also in that
prediction the Buddha made. I am one of the two of whom he spoke.”

“I trust what the Venerable One has just said,” the King replied, “I
should let my son become a $ramana. Venerable, I know your report is
trustworthy. I know that you would not lie. I know that you speak the truth.
I respect what you have said. And so now, I will give you my son. I will let
him become your disciple and a §ramana—a monk who diligently cultivates
precepts, samadhi, and wisdom, and puts to rest greed, hatred, and delusion.”

The Patriarch said,

said, “You are a very intelligent man, a most reasonable person. You are a truly

“Excellent, Great King.” Patriarch Vasubandhu

a faithful follower of Buddhism. It is well that you are able to revere the
Buddha’s intent and honor the prediction made by the Buddha long ago.”

53 To be continued
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