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Editor's note: A portion of the first chapter of The Suzra of the Past Vows of Earthstore

Bodpisattva with Commentary was inadvertently left out of the Vajra Bodhi Sea

publication of this sutra. Beginning with this issue we will publish the missing portion.
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There is another crude analogy that compares
this to the floor. The Heaven of the Multitudes
of Brahma, the Heaven of the Ministers of
Brahma and the Great Brahma Heaven are like
the floor that has been swept once, but not yet
waxed. Without wax, there is no shine. We are
talking in worldly terms, about how there is
no wax or sheen. When we wax the floor then
it will shine. The Heaven of Lesser Light, the
Heaven of Limitless Light and the Heaven of
Light Sound, these Second Dhyana Heavens,
are like that.

The Third Dhyana Heavens Heaven of
Lesser Purity is like waxed floor, but it needs to
be wiped to really shine. There may be some dirt
or broom hair that has not been cleaned up and
picked up, so there is light, but it is not clean
yet. The Third Dhyana Heavens are clean, they
are the Heaven of Lesser Purity, the Heaven of
Limitless Purity, and the Heaven of Universal
Purity. The floor is waxed and wiped until it
shines with a bright sheen and there is no dust
at all. If you do not understand the states in the
heavens, then you will if you think about this
metaphor of a floor.

Pulse moves blood, when our pulse stops,
that is purity. If breath stops, then there is
light. At the Third Dhyana Heavens, thoughts
stop completely. Although the pulse stops at
the First Dhyana Heavens, but there is still
this thought. At the Second Dhyana Heavens,
this thought did not end either. At the Third
Dhyana Heavens, this thought stopped. He will
not let one thought occur and another thought
develop, that thought occurs and this thought
develops. There are 90 births and deaths in one
kshana for one individual; in each birth and
death there are 900 thoughts. We have so many
thoughts in such a short time. At the Third
Dhyana, thoughts stop. There is no first thought
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or a later thought. Here thoughts stop; this is a Third Dhyana state. Not
only does pulse stop, breath stop, even thoughts stop. Sit for a month and
you do not know whether it has been a month; sit for a year and you do
not know that it has been a year. There is no sense of time or space.

Sit and enter Samadhi here does not mean death. You can come back
“How

come I am here meditating?” This thought is born, so you come back.

if you want to. Your thought stops, but (as you start thinking),

The state of the Third Dhyana has no thought at all, which is purity.
Thoughts are like dust, leaving you impure. While you are still breathing,
there is no light to speak of. Breathe stops and your light manifests. You
will feel pure and there is light, when your pulse stops. There is real purity
to speak of when thoughts stop. These are the Heaven of Lesser Purity,
the Heaven of Limitless Purity, and the Heaven of Universal Purity. These
are the Third Dhyana Heavens. The Third Dhyana is called the Level
of the Wonderful Bliss Derived from Letting Go of Happiness. Leave
joy behind. We think it is good to be joyous; but these should be left
behind so that we are not even attached to joy. This is the wonderful
function from the Level of the Wonderful Bliss Derived from Letting Go

of Happiness.

Sutra:

They came from the Birth of Blessings Heaven, the Love of Blessings
Heaven, the Abundant Fruit Heaven, the No Thought Heaven, the
No Affliction Heaven, the No Heat Heaven, the Good Views Heaven,
the Good Manifestation Heaven, the Ultimate Form Heaven, the
Maheshvara Heaven, and so forth, up to the Heaven of the Station
of Neither Thought Nor Non-Thought. All those groups of gods,
dragons, ghosts and spirits came and gathered together.

Commentary:

They came from the Birth of Blessings Heaven. What is the Birth
of Blessings Heaven? Beings in this layer of heaven have ended the causes
that led to suffering and what they experience is especially blissful. They
do not experience any suffering and are not attached to bliss. What does
it mean by “They do not experience any suffering and are not attached
to bliss”? Although the pulse stops in the first dhyana heavens, such
practitioners still experience suffering and afflictions. In the second and
third dhyana heavens, suffering and afflictions still have not yet ended. In
this fourth dhyana heaven, the Birth of Blessings Heaven, “they do not
experience any suffering”. The seeds for suffering are no more. Although
suffering disappears, are they blissful? “They are not attached to bliss.”
They have left behind the suffering and afflictions of the first dhyana and
the anxieties of the second dhyana heavens. The beings in the second
dhyana heavens have not yet ended their anxieties. When they reach the

fourth dhyana, the anxieties of the second dhyana are gone.

s To be continued
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