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When he spoke the Dharma, people would
on the one hand be afraid and on the other
hand really want to listen. Because they were
filled with awe and respect, they didn’t dare
disobey the rules, to say nothing of falling
asleep during the lectures. They didn’t even
dare move! They would sit and listen to the
sutra lectures as if they were in Samadhi
on their best behavior; no goofing around,
no fidgeting or being a fussbudget, no
nodding off, or any of that. Why were they
so attentive? Because of the sound of the
Buddha’s voice.

It wasn’t like when I lecture : I lecture the
sutra, and you sleep. “What did he say? 'm
kind of fuzzy. It’s inconceivable, whatever it

» «

was.” “Inconceivable” just means you have
no idea what I said, because you were sound
asleep. If you had heard it, it would also be
inconceivable but in a different way. But
I'm not Awe-Inspiring Sound, and so when
I speak the Dharma, you fall asleep. If it
were Awe-Inspiring Sound Thus Come One
lecturing the Dharma, no one would dare
fall asleep.

Thus Come Omne. Thus Come One
is one of the ten titles of the Buddha. It is
said, “Riding on the Way, he attains Proper
Enlightenment”. “Thus Come One” has
ten other meanings, which are One Worthy
of Offerings, One of Proper and Universal
Knowledge, One Perfect in Awareness and
Conduct, Well-Gone One, One who Knows
the World, Unsurpassed Lord, Taming Hero,
Teacher of Gods and Humans, Buddha,
World Honored One.

(1) One Worthy of Offerings: A
Buddha is worthy of the offerings from gods
and humans.

(2) One of Proper and Universal
Knowledge: His knowledge is not only
correct but also universal. There is nothing
he does not know.

(3) One Perfect in Awareness and
Conduct: His wisdom is full, therefore he is

“aware”; his cultivation has been perfected,
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which is why he is called, “prefect in conduct.”

(4) Well-Gone One: He could go to the best places.

(5) One Who Knows the World: The Buddha knows the world the best.

(6) Unsurpassed Lord: His knowledge is incomparable. He is the most
learned in the world.

(7) Taming Hero: The Buddha is a great hero who tames all beings in the
three realms.

(8) Teacher of Gods and Humans: He is the teacher of gods and humans.
Who is he? He is the Buddha.

(9) Buddha: A Buddha is perfect in three kinds of awakenings and possesses
myriad virtues. The three awakenings refer to the awakening of self, the awakening
of others, and the awakening of perfected conduct. The awakening of self means
one understands; the awakening of others means to help others understand; and
the awakening of perfected conduct means his awakening and conduct have
been perfected in the awakening of himself and others. This is known as “being
prefect in the three awakenings and possessing the ten thousand virtues.” He has
perfected all virtuous conducts that every human should perform. Therefore, he
is called the Buddha.

(10) World Honored One. The Buddha is honored in the world and in the
transcendent worlds.

The eon was named “Apart from Decay,” because it was apart from
all signs of decay and all inauspicious circumstances. What was the name of
his country? It wasnt called the United States, England, Italy, or Spain. His
country was named “Great Accomplishment.” Where was it? It was right at
where it was. If you want to go there, first you have to study the Buddhadharma.
When you understand the Buddhadharma, you can go there without having to

purchase an air ticket.

Sutra:

In that world, the Buddha King of Awe—Inspiring Sound spoke the Dharma
for the gods, humans, and asuras. To those who sought to be Hearers, he
spoke the Dharma of the Four Truths to them from birth, old age, sickness,
and death and take them across [the shore of suffering] to ultimate Nirvana.
To those who sought to be Pratyekabuddhas, he spoke the Dharma of the
Twelve Causes and Conditions. For Bodhisattvas, in order to lead them
to anuttarasamyaksambodhi, he spoke the Dharma of the Six Paramitas,
which culminates at the level of the wisdom of the Buddha.

Commentary:

In theeon “Apartfrom Decay,” in the country called “Great Accomplishment,”
in that world the Buddha King of Awe-inspiring Sound spoke the Dharma
for the gods, humans, and asuras. He taught the Dharma of Ten Good Deeds
for heavenly beings, the Five Precepts for humans; for asuras, he spoke the
Dharma of “diligently cultivating precepts, samadhi, and wisdom; and putting
to rest greed, hatred, and stupidity”. Because asuras don’t uphold the precepts

or cultivate samadhi and wisdom, all they know is greed, hatred, and stupidity.

s To be continued
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