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Along With the Scent of the Tea, Is Our Gratitude
Report on the Developing Virtue Girls School’s Teachers’ Day Event
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By Pam Qian (12" grader of Developing Virtue Girls High)
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English Translation by Ellie Ng (11* grader of Developing Virtue Girls High)
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“Dear Teachers, Happy Teachers’ Day! Thank you so much for the
sacrifices you have made for us. Please accept our offering of tea!” On
September 28", the fragrance of tea pervaded the air.

Teacher’s Day; for teachers, it is a day full of surprises for
teachers. The students rose from bed in the wee hours of the morning,
buzzing about, preparing tea, rehearsing their performances, making
sandwiches, and much more. Being able to repay their teachers who
have concerned themselves with students' studies day and night,
proved to be of great joy to each and every student.

At 1la.m., the teachers arrived in the small dining hall. Even
Dr. Patterson, who recently had knee surgery was able to participate.
Students and teachers sat together and chatted while enjoying the
lunch provided. Outside the classroom setting, the teachers seemed
like good friends, laughing and enjoying the time spent together.

During the meal, each class gave a special performance dedicated
to the teachers. There were original poems, and also singing. Three
students from the high school sang the famous song “More Than I Can
Say” by Leo Sayer. After the performances, the teachers and students
played in a few simple games. The girls from the Instilling Goodness
Elementary School also participated in the games and interacted with
teachers. It was a joyful scene.

The Tea Offerings lasted for three days. Each day, students offer
a piping hot cup of tea to their teachers. The first day, they offered
Chrysanthemum tea; on the second day, they offered Pu Er; on the
third and final day, they offered Tie Guan Yin tea. Making offerings of
tea is a Chinese cultural tradition. It is also a marvelous way to honour
and express our gratitude to our teachers. In addition, the Juniors and
Seniors made "found" poems for each of the teachers. The poems were

made of adjectives tailored to the characteristics of each teacher.
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Teachers’ Day

In addition, the girls made Teachers’ & Day cards. Our Spanish teacher, Ms. Power was very
surprised when she had received the card, saying “ I am extremely happy! My students made
my card in Spanish! Even the grammar is flawless!” Teachers’ greatest happiness is derived from
seeing their students succeed.

Another noteworthy event was on the day after Teacher’s Day, Ms. Wang, our Geometry
teacher prepared a box of cookies for her students. She told them that “ I want to also wish you
girls Happy Teachers’ Day! I've learned a lot from each and everyone of you. You are also my
teachers.”

A teacher can be extremely well read and intelligent, however, how many can say that they
have taught students proper morals and conduct? The teachers at CTTB are irreplaceable guides
in our lives; illuminating our future, and leading us away from confusion. They are our source
of support when we stand up to face our failures. These teachers are the missing pieces to our

puzzle, giving way to our blossoming youth. g





